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AFGHANISTAN 


HEADQUARTERS SEES CHANCES OF MUJAHEDIN IMPROVING 
Zurich DIE WELTWOCHE in German No 12, 23 Mar 83 p 15 
[Interview of Dr Faruq, chief of Islamic Alliance, by Martin Peter] 


[Text] The headquarters of the Afghan resistance fighters at the Eastern 
point of access to the Pakistani border city of Peshawar have little in 
common with the nearby luxury hotel “Khyber Intercontinental.” The five-star 
hostelry is frequented by representatives of the United Nations and private 
aid organizations, who are occupied only with the consequences of the Afghan 
war: more than two million refugees. Their demeanor betrays urbanity. 

On the other hand, the many hundreds who are camping at the two rebel centers 
have probably never seen the inside of a plane. Their solid kamize clothes, 
the turban, wool cape, and determined gait rather point to a longish foot 
march. In fact the mujahedin, the “holy warriors” from Afghanistan, are only 
in Peshawar for a short visit. Their area of activity is the mountains of 
the Western Hindukush, the valleys of Logar, Kunar and Pandjir, and the 

rocky crevices near Kandahar in the south and Mazar-e-Sharif in the north. 
They only come to Pakistan once or twice a year to report success or defeat 
to their politburos, to elaborate new strategies and to organize weapons 
supplies. 


If the headquarters of the two mujahedin parties, the Hezb-i-Islami and the 
Islamic Alliance, were not bolted with heavy iron doors and the entrances 
occupied by armed guards, one would hardly guess that they are the logistical 
center of forces engaged in war. The arms-bearing men who go in and out 
definitely do not have a grim look. All in all, the goings-on in the outlying 
areas of Peshawar hardly differ from the kind of life that can be seen only 

30 km to the west of the city, along the road to the famed Khyber border pass. 
Here, ct the home of the Pathans and winter quarters of the Afghan nomadic 
tribes, the restlessness of the mountain peoples driven by the forces of 
nature is part of normal everyday life. During the cold season they move from 
the Alpine pastures of the Hindukush to the milder climate of the flatlands 
east of the Pakistani border. The carbine has always been part of the defense 
of this traditional migration route. Long before the present Afghan conflict, 
it meant protection against the martial movements of the Aryans toward the 
Indian sub-continent; later, protection against the invasions of British 
colonists; and always protection against raids from Czarist Russia. Seen in 
this light, the gun on the backs of the Pashto tribesmen has very little to 

do with the Soviet presence in their valleys and villages. 








However, the rhetoric of the political leaders of the Afghan resistance 

is more martial than the looks of their men. After many identity controls 
and some searching looks, we are sitting in the headquarters of the Islamic 
Alliance, a union of three fundamentalist parties, opposite Dr Faruq, the 
former Kabul university professor. “Our defense readiness against the 
occupters of our Afghan homeland is greater than ever,” is his terse answer 
to the question about the possibilities of a diplomatic solution to the 
conflict. “Have you followed the fighting during these winter months? 

And only weeks after Pakistani President Zia, in Moscow talks with the new 
Kremlin leader, Andropov, supposedly noticed a fresh breeze? There has 

never been a more systematic destruction of harvests in Afghanistan than the 
one last fall. The Russians shot up not only our battle centers, but also 
villages, fields and traffic routes. The number of victims among the civilian 
population was larger than ever. For the first time, there has been no real 
pause in the war during this fourth winter since the Soviet armed invasion on 
Christmas 1979. This speaks for the better defense of the mujahedin, even 
while our hideouts are blocked by snow. But the Russians, also, have changed 
their tactics and bring lighter tanks into the mountain by air. And in 
addition,” now Dr Faruq comes back to the diplomatic explorations in the 
Afghanistan conflict, “at the Hindukush, an Islamic people fights against 
communist occupiers. If the United Nations are talking with Teheran, 
Islamabad, and Kabul's Kremlin puppets, where does that leave the parties 
concerned? Does the Cordovez mission not clearly violate the UN resolution 
of 18 November 19817” 


Dr Faruq is the war party; the mujahedin who are in a “holy war” for Islam, 

in djihad, come to him to “tank up” on materiel and morale. His words must 
not show weakness. But even neutral observers of the Afghanistan war, and 

a personal glimpse beyond the border, confirm the kernel of truth in his 
criticism of the international efforts at talks. As ever, the customs barrier 
at Jamrud is no obstacle for Pathan tribesmen who move freely in the region. 
The grazing grounds in Afghanistan are theirs, just as the fields on Pakistani 
land. It can be clearly heard in Jamrud that the Russian and Afghan airforce 
and ground troops come very close to the border. The IKRK [International 
Committee of the Red Cross] field hospitals along the border are in full 
readiness, French “barefoot doctors” are even deep inside Afghan territory. 
But the Afghan rebels, whose wounded they tend, in very recent times had to 
acknowledge more losses than usual. 


The "Afghan Information Center” which is in constant contact with frontier 
crossers, attributes the regional defeats in Khost north of Kabul, and in 
Logar more to the southeast, to increasing infiltration by Babrak's secret 
service men in the resistance parties. Most vulnerable is Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islami who, as radical fundamentalists, try to call the 
tune in the mujahedin camp and often work at cross purposes. The ideological 
tensions between the exile parties in neighboring Pakistan have long been an 
open secret; the internal disputes in the combat zone itself are relatively 
new. Wherever there is no strong local commander such as the Pandjir valley 
has, where the Soviets had to sound the retreat six times, the jockeying for 
power within the resistance has become a welcume point of attack for Kabul. 








The weak points in the Afghan rebel camp are neutralized through a growing 
drop in morale among the Kabul government troops and among the Soviets. 

A French photographer, after 4 months in northern Afghanistan, reported that 
harmony among the Afghan and Soviet soldiers suffers under the stress of 
action, and Moscow's people frequently do not trust their Moslem allies. 


In addition to racial tensions, there is also extensive use of alcohol 
and drugs. 
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BANGLADESH 


STATEMENT OF 15-PARTY ALLIANCE URGES NORMALCY 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 11 Jun 83 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 
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INDIA 


PAPER ASSAILS U.S. 'ARROGANCE' AT BELGRADE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Jun 83 p 8 


[Editorial] 


It is just not possible to describe the stand the US has 
adopted at UNCTAD-VI as anything other than an expres- 
sion of cold, calculated, cynical arrogance. Its representa- 
tive at Belgrade, deputy secretary of state Mr. Kenneth W. 
Dam, has not merely attacked the proposed common fund 
for stabilisation of commodity prices. He has assailed its 
very principle on grounds that are either transparently spe- 
cious or purely ideological or both. In his speech on Mon- 
day, Mr, Dam argued that international agreements had not 
been successful in the past in ameliorating wide swings mm 
commodity prices and hence that the common fund and 
UNCTAD’s integrated programme for commodities, 
should be given up as (presumably) “unattainable”. This 
argument is fallacious for two reasons. First, the conclusion 


and protect commodity ers. Secondly, 
the premise is itself far from innocent. Past agreememt did 
‘ not achieve the desired result either because the result was 
mot really intended and the terms were left deliberately 
the rich countries of the North systema- 
mani the accofds in their own interest and 
against those of the South. In international trade, as in the 
monetary system, the dice are loaded against the poor. It is 
this bias that UNCTAD wants to correct and the US to 
perpewate, Mr. Dam has also advocated “open markets” 
of the developing countries who have 
victims of that very “openness”. 

The belligerence of the U. S. statement on Monday, like 
the premature but planned circulation last week of the text 
of an imterview with the deputy leader of its delegation, 
appears to be a direct outcome of the Williamsburg Summit. 
It 1s the hard, anti-South and aggresively Reaganite thrust of 
the suyami resolutions that reverberates in the US 











CSO: 


statements at Belgrade. What is crucial here 1s the view, 


mMstitutionalised at Williamsburg, that there is no need for a 
Se 5a shoe fe Sateen Bik a eelocion ot ar- 


This 
view is open to question, For such recovery as there is is 100 
feeble end geographically limited to constitute a general 
trend. It is possible to argue that in the absence of a far- 
reaching monetary system reform, it may not last beyond a 
few months. If this is true, the US declaration of war on 
UNCTAD may eyen more damaging not merely for 


"the South but alao for the North. 
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INDIA 


REAL ESTATE NEW IRRITANT IN INDO-U.S. RELATIONS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Jun 83 pl 
[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text] New Delhi, June 26--A new irritant in Indo-American relations that 
is threatening to become a festering sore is the controversy raging behind 
the scenes over the interpretation and application of reciprocity in the 
acquisition of property by the two governments in each other country for 
Lousing the offices and personnel of their diplomatic missions. 


The U.S. has already in India about 55 acres of prime property acquired over 
the last three decades at ridiculously cheap prices, but it is in need of more 
area for accommodating and relocating its establishments. 


The Government of India has, on the other hand, been renting premises over the 
years for housing its diplomatic personnel, while confining the purchases of 
property to the bare minimum. The chancery building and ambassador's resi- 
dence in Washington, the Consulate-General in New York, the plot of land 
acquired for building in due course the headquarters for its permanent 
mission at the United Nations and some other residential properties in and 
around the District of Columbia cover only 8.5 acres. 


After paying exorbitant rents for years all over the world the Government 

of India started purchasing houses and apartments for its personnel in 
various countries including the U.S. at enormous cost at a time when property 
values have reached dizzy heights in the wake of worldwide inflation. But 

it has lately run into some difficulties over the application of the principle 
of reciprocity in the wake of some new law enacted by the U.S. to control 
acquisition of properties by communist countries, especially the Soviet Union. 


The result is that in the freest of the free countries which prides on its 
philosophy of private enterprise, the Government of India cannot buy even 

an apartment without the permission of the State Department. An elaborate 
questionnaire has to be filled in to satisfy the U.S. Government about the 
genuine need for the acquisition of any additional property, besides assuring 
that similar facilities were being provided by the country concerned to the 
U.S. diplomatic mission there. 


The Indian application for permission to buy seven or eight houses and 
apartments in Washington got stuck in the bureaucratic maze of the State 
Department. In India, too, some sort of clearance is necessary before a 
foreign diplomatic mission can purchase property, but the Government has 
been allowing the embassies in Delhi and their consulates in the principal 
State capitals to buy houses without any restriction. 


The Indian contention is that the U.S. cannot insist on a narrow application 
of the principle of reciprocity after acquiring nearly 55 acres of prime 
property at throw away prices over the last three decades to extract further 
concessions. The American Embassy, Club, State quarters, service area and 
school premises in Delhi's diplomatic enclave cavering several blocks amount 
almost to a township which no foreign mission in any other world capital 
possesses on such a large scale. 


There have been discussions at a fairly high level both in Delhi and 
Washington, on the eve of the Shultz visit, to sort out this real estate 
problem. If it has not been receiving due publicity in the Press, it is 
because of the preoccupation with the running controversy over the supply 
of spare parts for the Tarapur plant. . 


At one stage the U.S. Embassy purchased, rebuilt or renovated a large 
number of houses in Delhi with P.L.480 rupees made available for its 
local expenses. But the Government of India stepped in to stop this 
practice, maintaining that such expenditure should be met from its dollar 
funds. 


One possible reason for the U.S. insistence on reciprocity in permitting India 
to buy a few apartments in Washington is to get rid of the properties it 
acquired earlier in some of the outer areas of New Delhi and obtain land in 
the more sought after diplomatic enclave on concessional terms. And the 
Indian reluctance to agree to such a switchover has probably led to the 
current rigidity in the American attitude. 
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COMMUNIST PAPER COMMENTS ON U.S. FORCE IN ASIA 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Jun 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


A US Defence Department document, reports 

say, has proposed the location of an Ameri- 
can military command in India’s neighbourhood 
in South-West Asia. The amphibious Rapid De 
ployment Force has been upgraded into a full- 
fledged military command and _ redesignated as 
the US Central Command or CENTCOM. The 
RDF was meant to meet, according to the US 
Government, a_ given situation in South-West 
Asia, which includes a large part of the Indian 
Ocean littoral, especially the oil-bearing Guif 
countries, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The RDF 
has now been subsumed in a full-fledged military 
command. It is said that this is the first Ame 
rican military command the Pentagon has creat- 
ed in 35 years, Whereas the RDF, as its name 
suggests, was to meet a sudden con- 
tingency, the creation of a command for the area 
which never had a similar force before marks 
a serious deterioration in the peace and stability 
of the region. The RDF at least implied that it 
would be withdrawn from the area when the 
presumed contingency it was designed to counter 
disappeared. By setting up a permanent military 
command for South-West Asia, which hitherto 
had no such permanent American military force 
assigned to this area, the Reagan Administration 
has made clear that the US military presence 
in the Indian Ocean littoral is to be further 
augmented, not reduced or terminated, regard- 
less of the regional situation, 

The RDF had_ its headquarters in Florida. 
In line with Americag mili thinking that the 
US military presence in South-West Asia should 
be put on a more permanent footing, the Penta- 
gon Dow proposes to find a new home for the US 
Central Command in India’s neighbourhood. 
This is a serious development which must be 
resisted by all independent and nonaligned na- 


INDIA 
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has recently rid _ itself of colonial rule. 
decision will aggravate the tensions in the 
and embroil the nations of the area 
tentions of external great powers. Even 
the cold war years the American military 
in thir area were either parts of the SEATO 
CENTO command structures or were 


Hip 


slands. Those wlio see the American military 
design exclusively as a response to the crisis in 
Afghanistan will notice that the Diego Garcia 
base was acquired in the sixties when the situa: 
tion in Afghanista’ was normal. Furthermore, 
American experts nowadays speak less of Afgha- 
nistan than of the need to gain physical control 
of the natural resources, including oil, of South- 
West Asia’ The Us Central Command thus im- 
plies a return to old-fashioned colonialism 
which required that the colonies’ natural re- 
sources be physically controlled by the metro 
politan countries in the interest of the indus- 
trialised nations’ economies. Ht remains to be 
seen which of the Asian nations will extend the 
hospitality of its soil to this new outpost of 
Western colonialism in Asia. 
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INDIA 


REPORTAGE ON GANDHI VISIT TO YUGOSLAVIA, WEST EUROPE 
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The Yugoslav leaders said they would con- 
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eugured well for the discussions on specific 


issues, bilateral. international and others. 


Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Jun 83 p 9 


[Article by K.K. Katyal] 


[Text ] 


ll 











Address to Federal Assembly: A highlight 
of Mrs. Gandhi's was her 
address to the Y Federal Jt 
wes not in session, the members of the two 
Houses — the Federal Chamber 
and the Chamber of ics and Provinces. 

88 — assembled for the 


compr delegates 

a tue ie. aouk an caedan, We cont 
circular chamber, part of a solid, mammoth 
structure, has a fascinating history. It wes the 
venue of the first non-aligned conference in 


1961, and earlier Occupetion, was 
the headquerter of the Commander. Tito's 
body lay in state in its central hall. 


ategies of deterrence and interference in the 


“Embattled alliences and the balancing of 
power were fot working even in pre 
nuclear age. That appr has been rendered 
untenable by advences in technology but 
Governments refuse to take ea broader view 
and stili base their nuclear programme on out- 


dated political assumptions, such as first-strike 
rth and limited and winnable nuclear 
wars. Nuclear weapon States have ac- 
cumulated stockpiles of armaments for which 
there are targets . Their overkill 
capacity makes notions of parity. deterrence 
and superiority irrelevent. 


The wayout: “A viable way out of this 
dilemma i the programme suggested by the 
special session on disarmament and reiterated 
at the recent non-aligned summit. We urge all 
nuclear-weapon States to summon the political 
will not to use nuclear weapons in any circums- 
tances.” 


“India welcomed detente in Europe and 


terference. Even the lessening of the East-West 
tensions did not correspondingly diminish such 
essures. 

_ On this “festive occasion,” the Federal 
Assembly President. Mr. Vojo Srzentic, 
stressed the importance of all non-aligned na- 
tions to step up their efforts to implement the 
decisions of the Delhi summit. 


Meeting with PRC Vice Premier 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 Jun 83 pl 


[Article by V.S. Maniam] 


[Text] 


BELGRADE, June 10—Mr Yao Yi Lin, Chinese 
Vice-Premier, assured Mrs Gandhi here last evening 
that there had been a “positive progress” in Sino-Indian 
relations during the past few years. “We are pleased 
about it, and we take a positive attitude towards this 


whole matter”, he told her. 


“I certainly hope so”, was Mrs 
Gandhi’s response. She said that 
she attached great importance to 
improvement of 


the question of 
SinolIndian relations. 


Mr Lin was among a number of 
statesmen who are here for the 
sixth session of UNCTAD and who’ 
took the opportunity of Mrs Gan. 
Ghi’s visit to call on her during the 


Past two deys. 

The meeting between the Indian 
Prime Minister and the Chinese 
Vice-Premier was described by an 
official spokesman as very cordial 
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Mr Lin’s first comment on Meeting 


Mrs Gandhi was to recall that he 
had first seen her in the eerlyv 
fifties and that 30 years later she 
seemed to be still as young as she 
was then. 

The two leaders exchanged notes 
on the progress of UNCTAD. Mr 
Lin said that there were constraints 
under which the conference func- 
tioned, but assured her thet the 
participants were trying to make 
it a success. Mrs Gandhi told him 
that a “dialogue” between the de 
veloped and developing countries 
wey nogouenry. 








mrs wanani and Mr Lin also dis 
cussed the nonaligned summit’s 
Proposal] that heads of States should 
attend in strength the coming ses- 
sion of the U.N. General Assembly. 
This would provide an opportunity 
for exchange of views among world 
leaders. “I do not expect miracles. 
My main objective is to get things 
moving”, she ‘said. 

Mr Lin told her that the Chinese 
Premier had received her letter 
suggesting that he attend the next 
U.N. General Assembly session and 
that it was being considered.- 


‘On the NAM proposal for a cotr 
ference on money and finance, Mra 
Gandhi said that some had sug- 
gested a Bretton Woods type con- 
ro +: a aoe 

_sueh a ™ ng woul rdly 
be material. . 


Among the others who called on 
her yesterday was the Dutch Pre 
migr, Mr Lubbers, and the Egyp 
tion Presidemt, Mr Hosni Mubarak. 
An official spekesman seid that the 
Prime Mintster’s talks with tae 
latter were a continuetion of her 
earlier one with him in New. Delhi 
on the problems of the non-aligned 
movement. The meeting was des 
cribed as very important. 


Mrs Gandhi is using these talks 

marily es a follow-up on the 
New Delhi summit decisions. She 
is, at the same time, paying equal 
attention to bilateral matters. 


As she told a questioner at last 
evening’s Press conference, she nas 
a threefold image as Mrs Indira 
Gandhi, as the Prime Minister cf 
India, and as Cheirperson of the 








What was important 
was that something must be done 
to restructure the internatoina! 
monetary system. 


non-aligned movement. And she is 
using that threefold image si:nu)- 
taneously, and also, it seems, most 
effectively. 


Activities in Helsinki, 10 Jun 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Jun 83 ppl, 7 


[Text] Helsinki, June 10 (PTI, UNI)--Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and Finnish 
Prime Minister Kalevi Sorsa today held wide-ranging discussions on the 
international situation and agreed that the United Nations should be strength- 
ened as an effective force for peace. 


During an hour-long meeting, Mrs Gandhi said that with this idea only the 
proposal for heads of State or Government to meet at the United Nations was 
made. Such a meeting she said could help tackle the various burning issues. 


Apart from burning issues like the West Asian situation, Afghanistan, 
Kampuchea and the Iran-Iraq war, the two Prime Ministers discussed India's 
relations with her neighbours--China Pakistan, Bangladesh and others. 


The Prime Minister said India would give serious consideration in any formal 
proposal made by Nordic countries on nuclear free zone was placed in the 
United Nations. 


Agreements . 


The two countries today signed two agreements, one on avoidance of double 
taxation on income and property and the other for cultural exchanges. 


The agreements were signed in the presence Mrs Gandhi and Mr Sorsa, by Foreign 
Secretary M. Rasgotra and Finnish Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Matti 
Tuovinen. 


The taxation agreement will replace the one signed in 1961 which has become 
outdated as a result of developments on the international scene and in the 

field of taxation legislation. It is based on the model drafted by the 
organisation ‘or economic cooperation and development. The agreement, which 

is subject ratification follows negotiations held both in Delhi and Helsinki. 
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The cultural agreement is designed to promote cultural, educational and 
scientific cooperation in areas of mutual interest. It is of a general 
nature providing broad outlines for objectives and areas of cultural exchange. 
Detailed implementation of the exchange will be agreed upon in separate 
programmes. 


India is also studying a new offer by Finland to buy an ice-breaker required 
for Antarctica expeditions. This was stated at the official talks between 
the two Prime Ministers. 


Call for Detente 


Speaking at a dinner hosted in her honour by her Mr Sorsa, Mrs Gandhi said 
India shared Finland's view that war was the greatest menace to the world 
and the issues could be truly solved only through discussion. 


Mrs Gandhi said India valued non-violence, tolerance, the spirit of service 
and sacrifice. "This predisposes us towards peace and peaceful solutions." 


Dwelling at some length on the economic relations between the two countries, 
Mrs Gandhi said these relations had developed all-round and the volume of 
trade was increasing. She particularly mentioned the growing interest in 
Finnish business community's willingness to transfer high technology on 
mutually beneficial interest. India had recently liberalised its policy to 
facilitate such transfer. 


Noting that the world was now experiencing a difficult time, Mr Sorsa said 
between the great powers, distrust prevails accelerating the arms race. 
Arms buildup especially in the European scene, he said, had reached propor- 
tions which no longer bear any relation to the security requirements of 
States. 


Mrs Gandhi who flew in here this afternoon on the second leg of her five- 
nation West European tour was accorded a rousing reception and in a brief air- 
port speech said, "Today we feel an urgent need for the revival of the Hel- 
sinki spirit of detente. What brings us particularly close is our deep con- 
cern for peace." 


Warm Send Off 


Earlier, she was given an affectionate send off at Belgrade by Mrs Milka 
Planinc and other dignitaries. 


The Prime Minister called on the wife of late President Tito. She was 
accompanied by her daughter-in-law Sonia Gandhi and her two grandchildren 
Rabul and Priyanka. 











Meeting with Finnish President 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 12 Jun 83 pp l, 7 


[Text] Helsinki, June 11--Mrs Gandhi and the Finnish President, Mr Mauno 
Koivosto, today expressed concern over the failure of the big powers to 

reach any agreement on arms limitation, report PTI and UNI. During an 
hour-long meeting the two leaders reviewed the international situation with 
particular reference to the dangerous consequences of a nuclear arms build-up. 


The Finnish President described this year as a crucial period if no agreement 
was reached by nuclear powers in Madrid and Geneva. This might result in the 
two superpowers going ahead with the deployment of nuclear weapons, a situa- 
tion fraught with dangerous consequences, he said. 


Addressing a Press conference here before leaving for Copenhagen after her 
two-day official visit to Finland, Mrs Gandhi today allayed Western fears 
of any serious political unrest in India and said "we have certainly less 
violence compared to many of the industrialized countries." 


Mrs Gandhi made this observation when Finnish reporters persistently 
questioned her on the agitations in Assam and Punjab. Referring to the 
propaganda abroad that only the minority community in Assam was affected 
by the disturbances, she said: "This is not a fact." People of other 
groups and religions too suffered in the agitation. 


The Punjab agitation, the Prime Minister said, was started by a political 
party "because it lost the elections. And this is the same party which, 
though in party for three years, did not implement any one of the demands it 
is now putting forward. Democracy will have no meaning if the voters’ 
decisions are not respected." 





She said, "Some people from outside the country" were making "certain other 
demands" to aggravate the situation. But the Akali Dal had dissociated 
itself from these demands. 





The Prime Minister did not believe that the family planning drive had 
failed in India. It had, however, not been as successful as one would 
have liked. 


Answering a number of questions on the international situation, the Prime 
Minister said that the situation today in West Asia was "indeed very 
serious. Some talks between people concerned are going on. I do not 

see much light at this movement." 


Mrs Gandhi was asked about the nuclear-free zone proposal mooted by Nordic 
countries. She said the whole world was one. India would not like nuclear 
confrontation anywhere in the world. It was for total disarmament, including 
nuclear weapons. 
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Asked by a correspondent about the proposed no-war pact between India and 
Pakistan, Mrs Gandhi reiterated that the Simla agreement itself provided 
that both countries should settle disputes through negotiations and 
discussion without resorting to war. 


"We are trying hard to create an atmosphere of goodwill. Recently we have 
entered into small agreements which would take us forward," she said. 


In reply to another question, Mrs Gandhi said a political solution to the 
Afghan question would depend on the parties concerned. As soon as there was 
no outside interference and no provision of sophisticated weapons to rebels, 
the Afghan Government had assured that the Soviet troops would be asked to 
withdraw. 


As far as India's policy was concerned, "we do not approve of interference 
or intervention in the affairs of any country by anybody." 


She summed up her talks with the Finnish leaders as fruitful. There was no 
set agenda but "we had a roving discussion on global matters which are of 
concern to us and certain matters arising out of the New Delhi non-aligned 
summit." 


Mrs Gandhi arrived in Copenhagen this evening on a three-day official visit to 
Denmark on the third lap of her five nation tour of western Europe. 


She was received by the Danish Prime Minister, Mr Poul Schuylter, and his 
ministerial colleagues. 


V.S. Maniam adds: Mr Koivisto told Mrs Gandhi today that in his view East- 
West problems seemed to be used to divert attention, and much needed 
resources, away from the South. The North-South problems were to him as 
important as the East-West ones. 


Mr Koivisto, who has just returned from a visit to the Soviet Union, also 
told her that it was his impression that while disarmament was important to 
the whole world, it was particularly important to the Soviet Union. 


Mr Koivisto's views are, according to an official spokesman, valuable because 
he has a deep insight into the Soviet mind. 


Mrs Gandhi's talks with the Finnish President lasted an hour and were a 
continuation of her effort to know the minds of the leaders of the countries 
she is visiting as well as to apprise them of the views of the non-aligned 
world and of India in particular. 


Today's talks were of special significance since as the Finnish President 
pointed out at the outset, Finland has historically been the dividing line 
between the different spheres of influence. 


Mr Koivisto told Mrs Gandhi that his country had friendly relations with 
both East and West and “family relations” with other Nordic countries. 
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There was, he said, a basic mutual distrust between the two power blocs. 

Even the minimum trust required to reach agreement, let alone to implement it, 
did not seem to exist. It was unfortunate, he added, that even SALT I deci- 
sions had not been implemented so f-r. 


Mrs Gandhi, who this morning went for a nearly two-hour cruise on board the 
icebreaker ship Urho, told the Finnish President that what was needed in 
international diplomacy today was an icebreaker. "We need to first break the 
ice," she commented. 


As she had done earlier during her current European tour, Mrs Gandhi explained 
to President Koivisto the major decisions of the seventh non-aligned summit, 
emphasizing the need for informal consultations among heads of State and 
Government on pressing world problems. This was why, she told Mr Koivisto, 
that the suggestion had been made for leaders of Government to attend in 
Strength the coming session of the United Nations General Assembly. 





Copenhagen Speech, 13 Jun 





Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 14 Jun 83 pp 1, 9 


[Text ] 


COPENHAGEN, June 13 
(PTI). 


HE Prime Minister, Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi, today re- 
ected the argument that India 
ad made slow economic pro- 
gress because it was a ‘soft’ 


siate. ~~ 
“Astonishingly” such criticism 
came from known liberals “who 
Ought to remember that much as 
buman beings desire and eed 
material progress it cannot be at 
the cost of other values like free- 
dom and self-respect and the right 
to develop their own personalities 
and chart their own course”, Mrs. 
Gandhi said. 


The Prime Minister was addressing 
the Danich council of international 
Cevelopment co-operation on “the 
Indin path of development”. 


Indian planning, Mrs. Gandhi said, 
was for “change with consent”. 
Non-democratic planning might tem- 
porarily make or appear to make 
faster progress. “Taking the people 
along with us may be slower but 
we consider that it is ihe surer 
we", 

She also castizated some of the 
aid-giving counwics for their luck of 
eppreciation or respect for a coun- 
try’s political compuisions and so- 
cial realities. India had received aid 
but by no means was jt all charity. 
It was good business and good pub- 
licitty for the givers. Much of the 
aid could be used only in accordance 
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with the givers’ own priorities. She 
paid tributes to Scand:navian coun- 
tries for their enlightened approach 
to aid. 

India’s objectives were fuller uti- 
lisation of natural resources. bal- 
anced regional g:owth and reduction 
of disparities which could not be 
achieved by “entrusting our econo- 
mic activity to outsiders or the pure- 
jy profit motivated of our own s0- 
ciety, however capable they might 
be”. 

International cO-operation for 
development was no less important 
than for peace, M:s. Gandhi sad. 

India used ihe word socialism, 
Mrs. Gandhi said. to describe its so- 
cial valucs. Indian socialism did not 
imitate any other. “It does not rest 
on the theory of class conflict nor 
does it envisage monopoly for the 
state over all economic activity or 
all means of production. it does 
believe that public good rather than 
private profit should govern econo- 
mic decisions”. 

Planning in India, she said, was 
an open. democratic process and the 
effort was to involve all sections of 
the people. India’s plans sought to 
build, by democratic means, 2 rapid- 
ly expanding and technolog:cally 
progressive economy and a social 
order based on justice and Offering 
equal opportunity to evety citizen. 











STATE'S ROLE 


The Prime Minister also dwelt on 
the efforts to change a tradiuonai 
society into a modern democratic one 
through the peoples consent and by 
peaceful means, end on the role of 
the public and private sectors. A con- 
siderable part of fore:gn trade, she 
said, was in private hands. The state 
had special responsibility for the core 
sector imiustnes. Some of the indus- 
tries had been nationalised because 
they mismanagement by private own- 
ers threatened closure. 

“The state had also to take the 
initiative for the growth of industry 
because Our private entrepreneurs 
have neither the desire nor the capa- 
City to invest im projects which are 
of nationa! ioterest but of loug ges- 
lation,” ehe said. 


Mrs. Gandh: told the audience that 
she travelied a great deal within her 
country and had noticed the ‘‘steady 
progress”. Poverty was ‘diminishing’, 
but progress itself raised expectations 
and aroused discontent. 

Foreigners often remarked on the 
smuling faces, friendliness and hospi- 
tality of India’s poor. One of the pa- 


radoxes of life was that the poor were 
full of song and laughier, richer in 
spirit. 


INDIA’S RISE 


“why should material development 
inhibit sponwneity and natural joy, 
just as formal education sometimes 
affects the blossoming of individuality. 
Perhaps our concept of development 
is too narrow. I am no apolgut for 
poverty nor an admirer of affluence 
The lack of essentials and unnecessary 
drudgery that poverty lead to must 
be eradicated. But do we have to go 
to the other extreme, to wasietu) con- 
sumption and accumulation of pos- 
sessions?” she asked. . 

Mrs. Gandhi informed the council 
that 6$.6 per cent of government ex- 
permditure was being devoied to deve- 
lopment. Of the total invesiment in 
development in the last 32 years, only 
13 per cent had come from outside. 
The per capita income had gone up 
from Rs. 246 to Rs. 1,759 last vear 
at current prices. The saving rate of 
people had also gone up from ten per 
cent in 1950-51 to 22.8 per cent now. 
Though the per capita income was 


low, India was amongst the fist ten 
or twelve of the world’s uxdusirial 
nations. 


“We do not want the consumerist, 
profit-oriented society of some afllu- 
ent countries. We must fight poverty 
ami indeed we are doing so with a 
measure of success, but our parame- 
ters are different,” she said, India 
did mot measure progress in terms of 
reducing proportion of rural popula- 
tion, It preferred technologies which, 
while removing drudgery, did not 
make people redundant but generated 
more employment and encouraged 
creativity taking into account Jocal 
skills, materials and traJitions, 


While conceding that expertise and 
specialisation had been big factors in 
the miraculous advance of science and 
technology. the Prime Minister said 
many new problems had arisen in the 
environment and most important in 
human relations and within § indivi- 
duals themselves. “Brain power has 
not enabled human begins to rise 
above pettiness and concern for im- 
modiate gain. Humankind must evolve 
to greater heights, not just in doing, 
but in being.” 


Copenhagen Press Conference, 14 Jun 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Jun 83 pp 1, 9 


[Article by L.K. Sharma] 


[Text] Copenhagen, June 14--The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
today described as "absurd, ridiculous and baseless" reports in some 


sections of the western and Pakistani press that India was going to 
attack the nuclear installations in Pakistan. 


Replying to a question at a press conference shortly before leaving 
Copenhagen, Mrs Gandhi said she had seen newspaper reports that Pakistan 
was building an atomic bomb even though the government of Pakistan had 


given an assurance that it intended to use nuclear energy only for peaceful 
purposes. 


When a Pakistani correspondent asked why India was not agreeing to the 
Pakistani proposal for a no-war pact, Mrs Gandhi said such a proposal had 
been made by India first. Mr Nehru, Mr Lal Bahadur Shastri and she herself 


had offered to sign such a pact but on all the three occasions there was no 
response from Pakistan. 


Four Aggressions 


She had proposed it even during the talks with the late Mr Z.A. Bhutto in 
Simla in 1972, but she was told that Pakistan was allergic to the words 
no-war pact." Why did the subsequent government in Pakistan shelve the 


Simla pact which meant more or less the same as an agreement on non-aggression, 
she asked, 
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Mrs Gandhi reminded the newsmen that it was Pakistan which had attacked 
India four times and that India had never attacked any country. 


She told the Pakistani correspondent that nothing should be misrepresented 
in the press since talks were going on with Pakistan and "we are trying to 
build bridges. ' 


She recalled that at every stage, whether for exchange of ambassadors or for 
the grants of visas, it was she who had taken the initiative for talks. 


When a western correspondent informed the prime minister of the eight percent 
increase in the new Pakistani budget in military expenditure, Mrs Gandhi 
hoped that the arms race would be curbed. 


Pakistan was already spending a very large part of its GNP on armaments while 
India's expenditure on arms was one of the lowest in the world. 


Afghan Problem 


Also, Pakistan had asked for sophisticated arms long before the Afghanistan 
problem started. On an earlier occasion, the U.S. had assured that its arms, 
supplied to Pakistan, would not be used against India, but that was not to be. 


She said India was trying to acquire some defence equipment after Pakistan 
had switched over to the next generation of such equipment. 


Replying to a question on destabilisation attempts in developing countries, 
Mrs Gandhi said some of these did not lead to results that were envisaged by 
those who organized such attempts. She said it was true that such attempts 
were made when a developing country's policies were not found "suitable." 


Commenting on the prospects of establishing a new international economic 
order, Mrs Gandhi said she was not too optimistic. The Williamsburg summit 
did not respond to some of the specific proposals made by the non-aligned 
summit but it had also favoured an open dialogue. 


She was particularly keen on the programme of immediate measures being 
accepted even if there was for some reason a hesitation to launch global 
negotiations. 


Replying to a question on West Asia, the Prime Minister said India was not 
against Israel in the sense that it recognised its right to exist but what 
it felt strongly against was Israel's aggressive policies. 


A large number of Palestinians had been dislodged from their homes and their 
right to a homeland must be recognised, she said. 


On the Afghanistan issue, Mrs Gandhi said Kabul had said it would ask the 


Russians to leave the country as soon as the training and arming of the 
rebels in Pakistan stopped. 
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The Prime Minister said she was the only person who had said the same thing on 
Afghanistan both in Washington and in Moscow. India was opposed to both foreign 
intervention. 


However, it was wrong to overlook the foreign interference and intervention 
in other areas while condemning the developments in Afghanistan. She said 
she did not believe in double standards. 


East-West Ties 


In reply to another question, Mrs Gandhi said the deterioration in East- 
West relations affected the whole world and developing countries were the 
worst sufferers. 


Mrs Gandhi also dealt with the situation in Assam and Punjab. With 
regard to the Punjab situation, she said if there was an agitation, it was 
in the U.S. and Canada. 


Even the Akali Dal in Punjab, which sometimes said it was a political party 
and at other times that it was a religious party, was not associated with 
the demand raised by the few agitators abroad. 


On the Assam situation, Mrs Gandhi said her government tried to protect 

the lives of people in the face of an agitation supported by some political 
elements and some small groups. The events had not been reported correctly 
in the foreign press, she said. 


Asked to comment on the outcome of the Jammu and Kashmir elections, Mrs Gandhi 
said there was no problem there even though some irresponsible statements 
had been made in certain quarters. 


On the film, "Gandhi," the prime minister said the government of India did 
extend some financial assistance but it was in no way involved in any aspect 
of the film's planning or production. 


She appreciated the film, particularly the excellent performance of Ben 
Kingsley, but said that some inaccuracies had crept into the film. She 
saw the film only after it had been made. 


PTI adds: The film "Gandhi" is running in several cinema houses in Denmark 
and Europe, evoking a lot of interest in India. 


CSO: 4600/1324 
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INDIA 


REPORTAGE ON DEFENSE MINISTER'S VISIT TO MOSCOW 
Venkataranam 24 Jun Remarks 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Jun 83 p 1 


[Text] Moscow, June 24--The Soviet Union has agreed to supply India with 
advanced missiles, advanced MIG aircraft versions that have been fully 
tested and tried, and improved types of tanks, the Defence Minister, Mr 
R, Venkataraman told reporters here today, says PTI. 


Replying to questions about the talks between the Indian defence delegation 
headed by him and the Soviet delegation headed by Marshal Dmitry Ustinov, 
Soviet Defence Minister, Mr Venkataraman said the Soviets have also agreed 
to India's proposal for favourable credit terms. 


Mr Venkataraman was asked if India would not have to shop in a big way 
elsewhere and that the Soviet Union would continue to be the main supplier 
of India's defence requirements. 


He replied, naturally, no country could depend entirely on one country in 
the international context. If there is any crisis in one particular source, 
we should not be left without an alternative supply source. Only to that 
extent are alternative sources being explored--not for merely keeping the 
balance between countries. 


Mr Venkataraman stressed at the same time that India was trying to develop 
its own capabilities and was to a large extent self-sufficient particularly 
in ammunition and certain kinds of artillery. 


The Indian delegation had sought to study the advances the Soviet Union has ~ 
made in the fields of aircraft production and missiles. 


The Soviets were prepared to share with India their fully-developed 
technology. The Minister said, adding: "Unless they are fully developed and 
tested, they do not wish to disclose it to anybody. Their desire to help 
India modernize its defences was fully reflected in our talks." 
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Mr Venkataraman said the Soviet Union had agreed last year to make substantial 
supply of ships and his delegation had during the current talks pressed for 
implementation of the agreement. 





He said the talks had also touched upon purchase of transport vehicles for 
the Indian Air Force. 


Asked if the Soviets would only sell advanced MIGs and tanks or agree to 
India producing them itself, Mr Venkataraman said the Soviets always agreed 
to transfer "fully develop technologies." 


He noted that India was already making MIG aircraft in Koraput. India will 
have facilities to produce the advanced tanks the Soviets are willing to 


supply. 


UNI adds: India and Soviet Union have discussed possibilities of fresh 
Soviet credits to India to enable her to meet the overall requirements 
in the field of defence. 


This was disclosed here today by Mr Venkataraman. 


Talking to Indian reporters Mr Venkataraman expressed his complete satisfac- 
tion with his talks with the Soviet Premier, Mr Nikolai Tikhonov and the 
Defence Minister, Marshal Ustinov. 


Mr Venkataraman said the Soviet response to India's queries were "positive." 


Mr Venkataraman today left for Riga to inspect some of the naval establish- 
ments. He was given a ceremonial farewell at the airport. 


Mr Venkataraman will leave Riga for Frankfurt on June 27. He will visit 
Vienna before returning to Delhi. 


Nr Venkarataman earlier in the day met the first Soviet Vice-President, Mr 
V. Kuznetsov. 


° 
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More on Meeting with Reporters 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Jun 83 ppl, 7 
[Article by Vinod Taksal] 


Text 
MOSCOW June 24—Soviet Union ancial assistance to help India 


has to suppl buy from the USSR what defence 
aan ot ae Minister R Venkataram des- 
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cated 
T-72 tanks to be manufactured 
indigenously, the Defence Minis- 
ter said he had requested the 


readin share 
with India its modern tockneteay, 
but was pass it on 


to 
until it was tested 
tully anvdesed. ad _ 


When asked about the 


talk of 'diversification' 


of the country's 


defence porchases and India's 
cquisiti weepoary the 
nketaraman 


of 
equipment as was made cut by 
western media. 


No country could completely 
tely on only ene source of de 
fence equipment and would want 
an alternate channel of supply 
should there be crisis in one 
source. ‘Only to that extent alter. 
oy _ are being explored,’ 
e said. 


India, he stressed, was basica)- 
ly trying to develop its ows pre. 


duction capacities. To a large e2- 
tent. The country was self-suff- 
cient. for example in ammunition 
efid some pieces of artillerv. It 
was now exploring new kinds of 
equipment indigenously. 


The Defence Minister today 
had another round of informa) 
talks with Marshal Ustinov when 
the Soviet Defence Minister cali- 
ed on him at his residence this 
afternoon .They spent about @& 
minutes together and are learnt 
to have summed up earlier dis 
cussions. Defence PE 
Kaul and Ambsssador Abuja were 
present. 

Mr Venkataraman today alse 
hed a S-minute meeting with So- 
viet First Vice-President Vasily 
Kuznetsov in the Kremlin. Sour 
ces described it as a courtesy 


call. 

Earlier in the morning, the 
Defence Minister visited a near- 
by air base and witnessed aero- 
batics display and. exercises des- 
pite an overcast sky. Last night 
he inspected an aircraft produc- 
tion unit. 

Accompanied by Admiral Gor 
shkov, this evening he left for 
Baltic coast city of Riga. where 
he is to spend two davs and visit 
a naval unit. He is also to visit 
Leningrad for 3 few houts on 
hig way back to Moscew. 














Importance of Soviet Ties 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Jun 83 p 8 


[Editorial] 


[Text ] 


— 


Mr. R. Venkataraman’s mission to Moscow has once 
again underlined the importance of the Russian connection 
for India’s security. After his talks with his Soviet opposite 
mumber, Marshal Dmitry Ustinov, the Soviet Union has 
Seadily agreed to supply this country with advanced mis- 
siles and improved versions of MiG aircraft. What. is more, 
it has offered these supplies—like those contracted for 
earlier—on “favourable credit terms”, not available from 
other arms suppliers. And to cap it all, the Soviet leaders 
have reiterated their willingness to transfer fully develop- 
ed technologies for the production of whatever equipment 
this country wishes to manufacture. It is a combination of 
these three characteristics of Moscow’s policy on arms sup- 
pies that makes the Soviet support to the modernisation of 

dia’s defences so attractive. |t also helps to put in pers- 
pective the question on the desirability of diversification of 
sources of arms supply. 


Diversification, as Mr. Venkataraman has pointed out, 
is mot an exercise in striking a balance between the East 
and the West but a natural desire on the part of every coun- 
try not to get too dependent on any single source. He could 
have added that a fetish cannot be made of diversification, 
especially if the cost is prohibitive or it becomes an obsta- 
cle to self-reliance in defence which is this country’s pri- 
mary objective. There are some non-Soviet sources which 
are willing to sell arms to India but not to transfer the 
technology for their production here under licence, the U.S., 
for instance. In other cases, there is a willingness to trgns- 
fer the technology for production but at costs which this 
country cannot afford. A decision to first acquire and then 
produce locally the Soviet T-72 tanks was taken in 1980 
‘primarily because the alternative western tank on offer was 
at least three times costlier. Much the same thing seems 
to have happened now. The cost of exercising the option 
to produce Mirage-2000 at HAL appeais to have been too 
high. The MiG production line is thus the most attrac- 
tive one. Originally set up to produce MiG-21 it can surely 
be updated to turn out MiG 27s and eventually perhaps the 
even later versions of this aircraft. Two other features of 
Mr. Venkataraman’s talks in Moscow deserve notice. First, 
that_he has found it necessary to stress the need for an ex- 
peditious implementation of last year’s agreement for the 
supply of naval vessels. And secondly, that the Soviets are 
willing to continue the production of AN-32 transport air- 
craft almost exclusively for India’s benefit: 
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Accord Not Reached 


Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Jun 83 p l 


[Text] New Delhi, June 26--No agreement as such has been signed with the 
Soviet Union for the supply of new weapon systems, but an understanding has 
been reached during the current visit of the Defence Minister, Mr R. Venkata- 
raman for obtaining the latest equipment for the Army, Navy and Air Force. 


The senior military officers who accompanied Mr Venkataraman to Moscow have 
returned to Delhi and the Defence Secretary Mr P.K. Kaul is expected back 
tomorrow or the day after well in time to take over as Finance Secretary on 
July 1 after relinquishing his present charge. 


The Defence Minister will return home a week later since he is taking a few 
days off to see his daughter and son-in-law who works for the UNIDO in Vienna. 
The political, financial and technological aspects of the latest defence 
deals with the Soviet Union will be carefully examined after he has reported 
to the Cabinet, before the necessary agreements are signed in due course. 


Expansion of Tank Factory 


The highlights of these new Indo-Soviet defence deals include the expansion and 
re-equipment of the Avadi heavy vehicles factory to manufacture T-72 tanks with 
Russian collaboration and an eventual switch-over to T-82s when these more 
advanced versions are available, the development of the MIG factories in India 
to produce MIG-27s, 29s and eventually 3ls under licence, and the supply of a 
wide range of equipment for the Navy to enhance its underwater and surface 
operational capacity with the right mix of submarines, frigates and patrol 
boats. 


The Soviet Union has also agreed to both sell and assist India in the manufac- 
ture of other categories of combat vehicles, latest artillery and missiles, 
and rocket weapons for its ground forces. The package for the Air Force 
includes, besides advanced MIGs, heavy transport planes to replace the aging 
AN-12s which have served the IAF well for over two decades, some helicopter 
gunships and other air support equipment for ground operations. 


The Soviet Union is already supplying the Rajput, Ranjit and Rana class of 
missile frigates which are rated as some of the best in the world. It will 
also be replacing the old submarines with more sophisticated ones for attack 
roles, while the two that are being acquired from West Germany and the two 
more to be built at the Mazagon Docks with German collaboration will be used 
primarily for search and kill roles. 


An important feature of the Indo-Soviet defence cooperation has been that 
Moscow has allowed India to upgrade the military hardware supplied by it and 
also transfer some of its weapon systems to other categories of equipment 

in use with the Indian armed forces. It raised no objections to India 
refitting the obsolete T-54 tanks with the 105 mm Vickers gun made in India 
with British collaboration. It also permitted the installation of French-built 




















Matra missiles on MIG-2ls, besides allowing the transfer of some of the 
missile systems from Soviet-supplied missile boats to the Trishul class 
of frigates based on the Leander design. 


Special Design Features 


The new Godavari class frigates that India is designing for manufacture 

at the Mazagon Docks to replace the British Leanders, will combine some 
special features in the hull and super-structure design incorporating both 
British and Soviet concepts for greater mobility and maximum fire-power with 
he very latest missiles. The Indian Navy will thus be able to derive 
considerable advances made by the Soviet Union in the development of its 
naval designs and weapon systems. 


The Soviet Government has been equally accommodating in its offer of 
credits for deferred payment on nominal interest. It has also been 
offering the equipment at considerably cheaper prices than what the 
western suppliers demand for comparable weapons. 


CSO: 4600/1368 
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INDIA 


EEC REPRESENTATIVE SPEAKS ON TRADE WITH INDIA 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Jun 83 p 9 


[Text] Alpbach (Austria), June 19 (PTI)--A representative of the European 
Economic Community (EEC) has said that the Williamsburg summit of indus- 
trialised countries could have done more for the restructuring of interna- 
tional economic relations and the difficulties created by indebtedness. 


The representative, Mr E. Pisani was addressing the Alpbach European forum 
"Western Europe-India." 


He told the gathering that the community was prepared to consider the 
viability of a more generalised system of stabilisation of export earnings 
for the poorest countries, provided other industrialised states and their 
developing trading partners would play their part. 


The community was paying urgent attention to the problems currently being 
discussed at the UNCTAD meeting in Belgrade, Mr Pisani said, adding that 
the European Commission had launched the idea of extending the role of the 
European bank to include at least to a limited degree, the developing coun- 
tries outside the Lome convention. 


Close Links 


Talking about the close links forged by the community with India, Mr Pisani 
said, viewed from Europe, India was in a unique position to bridge the gap 
between North and South. 


The aid the community extended to India, he said, would continue to be 
directed first to the less favoured in the form of grants for financial and 
technical assistance to agriculture and rural development. The community 
attached importance to the qualitative aspects of aid ensuring the benefits 
reached all levels of society. 


The community favoured the extension of trade promotion programme with India. 
Currently, Mr Pisani said, the European Community was involved in a project to 
increase mutual understanding of factors affecting the flow of technology from 


the community to India in scientific and technical co-operation. 
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Mr Pisani said India was the biggest single recipient of community aid now 
totalling $120 million a year, leaving aside bilateral aid from community 
members of about $500 million a year. 


Stating that India could not expect a substantial increase in the quantity of 
aid from the community, Mr Pisani said the qualitative aspects of aid could, 
however, be improved. Already public aid to third world from the community 
and its member-states was running at $12.7 billion, more than double that of 
the United States, and five times that of state trading countries. 


The long-term aim was to set a target level of one percent of the community's 
GNP against the current 0.5 percent, he said. 


Referring to India's large state deficit with the community, Mr Pisani said 
Indian business circles blame the community terms of access for the high 
deficit. The community and the U.S. import broadly comparable quantities 

of manufactured goods from the developing countries and more than three times 
that of Japan. The community still remained the third world's biggest customer 
for textiles and agricultural products, he said. 


Sixty-five percent of India's exports to the EEC enter duty free, and of the 
rest, only three percent was not covered by reduced tariffs under the GSP. 


CsO: 4600/1352 
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UN DELEGATE SPEAKS FOR NONALIGNED ON SOUTH AFRICA 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 18 Jun 83 p 3 


[Text] United Nations, June 17, (PTI1)--India yesterday attacked South 
Africa's offer to allow citizens of Indian and other Asian origins' 
‘inferior’ participation in Parliament. 


It renewed a call for the non-aligned movement to improve comprehensive 
and mandatory sanctions on the racist regime of South Africa to assist 
the legitimate struggle of the oppressed people of South Africa. 


India's permanent representative at the UN, Natarajan Krishnan, speaking 
on behalf of the Chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement, told a special 
committee that it was time for world opinion to intensify its efforts to 
ensure that the basic tenets of human justice and international behaviour 
were respected. 


He was addressing a meeting of the UN Centre against apartheid, on the 
International Day of Solidarity with the people of South Africa. The 
meeting marked the seventh anniversary of the SOWETO children's massacre. 


He called on the western powers who had influence with the Pretoria regime 
to act resolutely to compel it to give up its present disastrous policies 
and practices. 


In his speech, Mr Krishnan said the racist regime was entrenching apartheid 
by oppressive and unjust laws behind a smokescreen of diversionary propaganda. 


It had proceeded to dispossess the African population of all its rights by 
the forced removal of population under the Group Areas Act, herding people 
back into ‘homelands’ under influx control laws. 


He said the proposal to introduce the so-called constitutional reforms by 
offering coloured and Asian participation in Parliament with a status 
inferior to that of whites and totally excluding the Africans was yet 
another device of the South African regime consolidate white minority rule. 
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Mr Krishnan and other speakers at the meeting condemned the ‘wanton act of 
brutality’ by the South African Government which has last week flouted the 
appeals of the Security Council and the International Community to commute 
the death sentences of three freedom fighters, Simon Mogerane, Jerry 
Molosololl and Marcus Mottung and executed then. 


The committee heard messages from several heads of States including those 
from Ethiopia, Pakistan, Guinea, Syria, Senegal and Vietnam denouncing 

the regime of South Africa and calling for increased pressure by the 
International Community on the regime to force it to abandon its apartheid 
policies. 


UN Secretary-General Peres de Cuellar, in a message on the occasion, said 
the continued tensions and turmoil in the whole southern African region 
and the escalation of violence bears witness to the urgency of breaking a 
vicious circle which not only causes widespread suffering and bitterness 
but also has ominous implications for international peace and security. 


CSO: 4600/1347 
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WRITER REVIEWS STATE OF TRADE WITH EUROPE 


Madras THE HINDU in English 15 Jun 83 p 8 


[Article by C.V. Gopalakrishnan] 


[Text ] 


INDIA 


Possibilities exist for strengthening economic cooperation with 
countries in Mrs Gandhi's itinerary but most of the time has been taken 
up for discussing the world political situation. 
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crores, Ris. 1.94 crores and As. 3 crores. 
Apart from this, as one of the Countries 

in North ee 
Norway is very important for india which is 
desperately trying to become self-sufficient 
ino, 





‘ormance of their smelter 


perf 


umpu 

since It was commissioned in November 
Modernisation of Nepa 

Outokumpu continues to be of interest 

to India’s metallurgical industry since its 


the 


Satoh 


altel 


fae 


gstne 


Hea 





fuses eae pean ERE 
it : aH Aa fh fy iiiht Hoe mitt an 
euusise teil Uae mat fal 
i AUT Bae ciate Ge uF 
BL ogeszeriy sq) fotye i nt ale Eis 
pSDHEactey iff Hit freszhae 1 
sate Hin HOt bitte ay: AH TE 
il i HE tale fis i rag UEP Heeling 
é = 25$z32 1 sig i ; i be i 
eibage gteteetceree ete as. 78 383 
peege Risdusgssgeciees itzsere ty #852832 a 
bie sebhsceae feeson See° iE + f i 
R385" 35 ees 5 geises oe ac 1 ip!? 
Po mead nin er nae ; fh ‘ 
Ween Ea Pea 





32 








a did not get far with his plans 
wihedue 


for 
machinery for power and steel 
much interest v- however, been taken in 
promoting indo-Austrian economic coopers 
tion in spite of the fact that Austrid is amotg 
the few countries with which India has been 
having a trade agreement since 1963. Indje. 
while scouting for machinery purchases in 
Western Europe, has been having an advan- 
tage in ing from Austria in view of the 
fact that lan prices have been 
competitive than West Germany's. 


igher than in West Germany or Western 
Europe. The situation, however, may rot 
continue to be so good in view of the fact 
industries 


schillings (about 18 schitings are equivalent 


certain major programmes relating to family 
welfare, trachoma and blindness control, 


The dealt with so far give only 
@ very indication of a 
which exist for strengthening expanding 
economic 


being held in Belgrade. 
C. V. Gopalakrishnan 
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GANDHI EUROPE VISIT BEGINNING OF NONALIGNED INITIATIVE 
Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Jun 83 p 8 


[Article by K.K. Katyal] 


[Text] The dual capacity of Mrs Gandhi, as the Prime Minister of India and 
chairperson of the non-aligned movement was evident all through the 12 days 
of her recent tour of the five European countries. The discussions with her 
hosts on the Delhi summit follow-up and the woes of the developing world were 
as detailed, if not more, as on bilateral matters. This two-in-one role has 
to be kept in mind in assessing the outcome of the visit. 





HETHER or net there wane 8 oat , Rapport at the top 
in Indira Gandhi's The axiom that friendship is not to be 
visit to Yugoslavia, Finland, taken for granted and that saat ef- 
. Norway and Austria in one trip. forts are needed to sustain and promote it is 
most of these countries do constitute a class as much true in international relations as in 
themseives. Barring Yugoslavia, 8 personal dealings. In most of these 
founder-member of the non-aligned move- countriés, a new set of leaders have come 
ment. the other four. though belonging to to power and despite the continuity in the 
TeaKemeeeces Sefeleyenuncwes 
Vv 
appropriate start of the Pr Minister's in- = 
; “ os In Yugoslavia, a new set of leaders are 
Economic ties at the heim of affairs and the present Presi- 
in the bilateral field too, there is a dent. Mr. Mika Spiljak, took over a few 
commonality. India does not have a pro- weeks ago under a rotational arrangement 
blem with any of these countries and though under which a change is effected annually. 
the degree of cordiality may vary. the They sought and got the assurance that the 
political relationship is free from irritants in relationship between their country and India 
all cases. At the same time. economic ties would be maintained at the leve! reached in 
are not commensurate with the political the Tito era. 
" renee ad Can off bor be 
Yugoslavia illustrates the point — the too in office wang Ae 
value of the trade between it and India month at the time of Mrs. Gendhi's visit is 
recently dropped’ by nearty one-third. Thie predecessor, Dr. Kreisky, had a good equa- 
may have been due to specific, identifiable tion with her and although he had publicly 
reasons, like the end of the rupee-trade’ criticised =the —promul of — the 
arrangement and parallel nature of their Emerg: _ in keeping the stand of the 
economies, but the fact of the decline is Socialist International, he was the first to see 
there. Mra, Gandhi ably eesiated by. her Prin her on her return to power and later came 
cipei Secretary, Dr. P. C. Alexander, de- closer to India because of his initiative for 
voted considerable attention to measures the Cancun Conference and his persistent 
2 stepped-up, balanced trade rela pleas for avoiding North-South 
p. won 
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INDIA 


GANDHI MEETS REPORTERS ON RETURN FROM EUROPE 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 20 Jun 83 pp 1, 7 


[Text] New Delhi, June 19--On her return home today from an ll-day visit of 
European countries, Mrs Gandhi reacted sharply to the role being played by 
both the Akali Dal and the Opposition parties. It was, she felt, making the 
Punjab problem more intractable. It was not possible for the Government to 
take a new initiative to solve the problem until "we know what their attitude 
is to the spate of violence and murders taking place in the State," she added. 


"What were these parties (the Akalis and the Opposition) doing to solve the 
river water and boundary issues when they were in power for three years?" 
Mrs Gandhi demanded from reporters at Palam airport. 


Asked if she would take any fresh initiative on the Akali demands, she 
snapped: "What new initiative?" The basic point was that "we must know 

the views of the country on the violence and the types of agitation aimed at 
disruption...I want a categorical answer from the Opposition parties too, 

on these questions," she said. 


The Government had met the Akali leaders separately and along with the 
Opposition leaders, but they never came out clearly with their views, Mrs 
Gandhi said. It was amazing that they had not spoken a word against the 
sabotage and frequent brutal murders taking place in Punjab in the wake of 
the Akali agitation. 


Mistaken Views 


The Opposition was not interested in solving the problem, but in making and 
preventing it from solving the problems. Many of the parties were supporting 
the Akali agitation under the mistaken impression that it would help them 
politically and "without any consideration for the consequences to the 
country.” 


The Akali leader, Sant Harchand Singh Longowal, had claimed that suspension 
of train services on the day of the projected "rail roko" agitation was a 
victory for the Akalis. The Prime Minister said that she did not believe 
in victory or defeat. "But I would like to say that their intentions are 
very clear. There was sabotage even though the agitation was withdrawn. 


‘ 
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What do the other political parties have to say on that? she asked. As for 
"victory or defeat," the Government had suspended rail services on June 17 
to ward off any untoward incidents taking place during the planned agitation. 


Akali Objectives 


Mrs Gandhi also charged the Akalis with whipping up agitations on the river 
water and boundary issues to achieve their political objective--recapturing 
power. The basic disputes were not these issues; otherwise they would have 
been solved when they were in power for three years. 


To talk about "peaceful agitations" was all right, she said, "but the Akalis 
have no business to launch them if somebody is taking advantage of them and 
people's lives are endangered because of them. It seems to be part of their 
policy.” 


It was the Opposition parties who had advocated the need for allowing 
peaceful agitations. But the Akali agitation has not been peaceful. 
Murders had taken place. "Somebody else is taking advantage of the Akali 
agitation. It is too bad. The Akalis themselves have lost control over 
the agitation." 


Mrs Gandhi said she feared that the projected Opposition conclave on June 30 
on Punjab would create greater trouble for the Government, rather than help 
it solve the Punjab problem. 


Barnes and Khalistan 


Mrs Ghandi reacted sharply to the recent interview by the U.S. Ambassador to 
India, Mr Harry Barnes, concerning India's objections to the granting of a 
visa to the self-styled "Khalistan" leader Jagjit Singh Chauhan. Mr Barnes 
had stated that the USA had not complained when demands for Puerto Rico's 
independence were raised on Indian soil. 


"How can you possibly equate them?" Mrs Gandhi asked. The Khalistan issue 
and the liberation struggle in Puerto Rico were quite different, she asserted. 


The base of the Khalistan movement was in the USA and "only there." There was 
no support for the movement in India. Even the Akalis had denounced it. 


"All parties in India, including the Akali Dal, have made their opposition to 
the demand for Khalistan very clear. But the base of the movement itself is 
in the USA. It is not merely a question of Jagjit Singh Chauhan, its promoter 
being harboured or allowed to speak out his views on the subject, because of 
the freedom of expression in that country. 


"I have my own views on how much freedom is permitted in the USA. I think 
it does not need comment. It is obvious that there are elements who do not 
want to blame any one person, group or a nation. But the main point is that 
there are outside forces that are not interested in India's political 
stability." 
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India could also say a lot about what was happening "in that part of the 
world," she said, meaning the U.S. interference in the affairs of many coun- 
tries in Central America. 


Mrs Gandhi was asked about "conciliatory offer" from the Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister, Mr Farooq Abdullah, asking her to "forget and forgive" the 
bitterness of the June 5 election. All would depend on his behaviour in 
future, she said. So far, neither the language of the National Conference 
had changed, nor their action. 


Violence was still erupting in the State and there was destruction of Congress 
(I) workers’ property. Mrs Gandhi said: "You can't have both things--ask 
for Central help and behave like this." 


When a reporter interrupted the Prime Minister to say that Mr Abdullah had 
accused the Press of exaggerating reports, Mrs Gandhi replied: "We have 
ourselves heard his statement." She added amid laughter this does not 

mean that the Press is always right. Mrs Gandhi pointed out that Mr 
Abdullah had changed his stance many times in the past in his dealings with 
her party. 


"We do not want the National Conference to follow our policy or not to 
criticize us. But they cannot behave and talk as they are doing now and 
expect us to help them on a personal level." 


Mrs Gandhi said that during her visit abroad, she had seen how Opposition 
parties were controlling some State Governments. But their attitude 

towards their Federal Government was far from hostile. She said nowhere 

in the worid had she seen such an anti-Centre feeling as had been sought 

to be built up by the National Conference during the last elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 





Desai Issue 


Was it true that Mr Morarji Dessai was a paid agent of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency when he was in her Cabinet, she was asked. 


She replied: "I do not think it is a fair question to me because obviously, 
I would be the last person to know about such a thing...I hope it is not true," 
she hastened to add. 


Asked if the Government was going to take up the matter with the USA, Mrs 
Gandhi referred to newspaper reports that Mr Desai himself had filed a suit. 


On newspaper reports that Mr L.K. Jha, as Ambassador to the USA, had leaked 
out to an American author a code message, Mrs Gandhi said: "I doubt if Mr Jha 
had anything to do with it." (Her remarks pertained to reports that the 
former U.S. Secretary of State, Mr Henry Kissinger, had handed a message to 

Mr Jha that the USA would not be able to help India if China intervened in 

the 1971 Indo-Pakistan War). 


CSO: 4600/1354 


39 











GANDHI, NORWEGIAN PREMIER MEET PRESS IN OSLO 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 16 Jun 83 pp 1, 5 


[Text ] 


CSO 


OSLO, June 15 ( UNI) — 
India and Norway a differed 
on the assessment of Afghan 
situation but hit common ground 
oe yw? subjects including the 

or greater No 
atin. rth-South co- 

Addressing a joint press con- 
ference after a 90-minute wide- 
ae talks with i Norwegian 
counterpart Kaar och. Pr; 
ln : d , 

we d agree 
everything”. _ “ 

A correspondent asked 
the Prime on the wae 
khan situation. While Mrs Gandhi 
did not see the presence of So 
viet troops as invasion, Mr Wil- 
loch, whose country is a NATO 
member, said, “we very much ob 
ject to the Soviet presence. This 
is a kind of invasion”. 

There was a similarity of views 
on relations between their neigh- 
bours, Kampuchea and Vietnam, 
West Asia and the stalemate in 
North-South dialogue. 

Norway assured India that it 
fully supported the demand for 
an early agreement to disarma- 
ment—within the framework sug- 
gested by NATO. Mr Willoch also 
informed that there were no nu- 
clear weapons deployed on Nor- 
wegian territory. 


NO POLITICAL KILLINGS 


Replying to questions on do ) 


mestic issues, Mrs Gandhi stoutly 
denied that any large-scale ‘politi- 
cal killings’ had taken place in 


She said there was no truth In 
the allegation that as many as 
6,009 people had been killed. 

Of course, there had _ beer 


4600/1344 


Re 


some ‘encounters’ but those In- 
volved were dacoits who used to 
terrorise the people to prevent 
anybody from giving evidence as 
witness 
Mrs Gandhi faced in Norway 
protest demonstrations by 
some people against what they 
called ‘political killings’ in 
India. 


Mrs Gandhi repudiated the 
alegation that there was any 
brutal war against Nagas or 
Mizos and said elections were 
held in these two north-eastern 
States and “overnments were 
formed one by her party and 
the other by the Opposition. 


But the recent killings in 
Assam, Mrs Gandhi said were 
indeed tragic. The incidents did 
not involve minorities alone but 
other groups as well. She charg- 
ed some of the Opposition par 
ties with encouraging the Assam 
agitators without realising the 
consequences. 


On Punjab, Mrs Gandhi said 
there was question of any infil- 
tration but it was basically a 
political agitation. She said there 
were lot of talks about foreign 
interference. And even the lea- 
der of a right-wing party (BJP) 
in India was reported-in the 
press as having indicated. as such. 


Asked about the recent contro- 
versy over attempts by some 
non-resident Indians to take over 
prestigious Indian companies, 
Mrs Gandhi said India had invit- 
ed the non-resident Indians to 
invest their money in the coun- 
try in view of the urgent need 
for sophisticated industries. 
There was, however a ceiling 
prescribed for them. 
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RAJYA SABHA MEMBER REPORTS ON VISIT TO PRC 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 19 Jun 83 p 14 


[Text] New Delhi, June 18--The Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr Wu Xuequian, 
has suggested that there be "more and more friendship moves" between India 
and China as a prelude to a solution of the outstanding issues between the 
two countries. 


Mr Wu told Mr Shyam Sunder Mohapatra, member of the Rajya Sabha, and former 
AICC (IC) general secretary who was on a fortnight's visit to that country, 
that he appreciated highly India's peace moves. 


Mr Mohapatra told a Press conference today after his return from Beijing 
that Mr Wu, in course of a 90-minute talks with him on international affairs, 
had supported North-South and South-South dialogue and pleaded for more and 
more economic collaboration with India. 


In a reference to China's modernization and the new economic programme, Mr Wu 
said "the 10 years of turmoil under the Gang of Four" had put China in 
reverse gear and economic development had slackened. But now in China indi- 
vidual enterprize was patronized and it was now "each according to his work." 


Bonus and incentive had been introduced and there were farmers who earn a 
better living than that of Ministers or technocrats. Each had his own plot 
of land to construct a house and a small plot to cultivate in spare time. 
China wanted to pursue the modernization programme on all economic fronts 
which meant a big push in constructing and developing economy. 


There was a tremendous urge to develop good relations with India and other 
neighbouring countries and doing away with the politics of confrontation. Mr 
Wu, therefore, appreciated India's peace move. 


Mr Mohapatra said he had apprised the Chinese Foreign Minister of the rapid 
economic development that was taking place in India under the leadership of 
Mrs Gandhi. He spoke of India's role in anti-colonial movement, its policy 
against apartheid and Zionism and of how India and China could play a deter- 
mined role against imperialism and hegemonism. India had a stable Govern- 
ment under Mrs Gandhi and was capable of pursuing a long-term national and 
international policy. 


Mr Mohapatra said during his visit to China he had met the Chinese Prime 
Minister, Mr Zhao Ziyang. He met the widow of Dr Kotnis who expressed her 
desire to come to India. 
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ANALYST SCORES CPI LEADER'S ARTICLE ON GANDHI 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 22 Jun 83 p 8 


[Article by Girilal Jain] 


[Text ] 


O Mrs. Gandhi has turned out 
to be a Hindu communalist. 
What doubt can there be when not 
only the self-appointed guardians 
ot Islam such as Col. Gaddafy but 
also one of the arch-priests of secu- 
larism, the secretary-general of the 
Communist Party India, Mr. 
C. Rajeswara Rao, says 80? 

Mr. Rao’s credentials are, of 
course, above board. Since the 
‘forties when the CPI endorsed the 
Muslim League's “nationalist” 
demand for tne partition of this 
country, neither he nor anyone 
of his colleagues has ever had any- 
thing to do with any sectarian 
(communal, caste or regional) 
organisation or platform. Indeed, 
in the ‘fifties they spelled out even 
a more thorough going programme 
of nation-building when they said 
that India comprised many nationa- 
lities which have the right, in fact 
the obligation, to assert their sepa- : 
rate linguistic-cultural identities. 
They then also denounced the pro- 
posal to make Hindi the medium 
of inter-state communication as 
Hindi imperialism. 

Mr. Rajeswara Rao first deliver- 
ed his judgment on Mrs. Gandhi in 
a signed article in the CPI's offi- 
cial mouthpiece, New Age dated 
June 19 and then repeated it at a 
press conference in Bhubaneswar 
on June 19. 

As is to be expected from so un- 
compromised and uncompromising 
a nationalist, Mr, Raos evidence 
is at once incontrovertible and 
overwhelming. Mrs. Gandhi has 
“no compunction to join with (sic) 
the BJP-RSS to fight and defeat 
the left democratic front as evi- 
denced in the last election in 
Kerala.” “In Bhaderwah consti- 
tuency of (sic) the Jammu region, 
the Congress (I) set up a local 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad leadcr, 
Hari Lal Hiteshi as its candidate”. 


“In the Valley, the Congress (1) 
came to a secret understanding 
with the Jamaat-e-Islami, a pro- 
Pak and rabidly communal party 
(which openly challenges Kashmirs 
accession to India — ., .” 

Lest an ordinary reader not well 
versed in the intricacies of Indian 
politics be confused, it may be re- 
called that the CPI and its “pro- 
gressive” allies told us a long time 
ago that the RSS and the Jamaat 
had come together under the 
auspices of the CIA. Of course, 
when they first took us into con- 
fidence in tnis regard, the theory 
was that this alliance was intend- 
ed to destabilise Mrs. Gandhi's 
regime. 


Using Hindu Sentiment 


Mr. Rao will deny that he has 
charged Mrs. Gandhi with being 
a Hindu communalist. Indeed, he 
can quote a paragraph from the 
article which says: “This is pot to 
sugsest that Indira Gandhi is >%e- 
coming a Hindu communalis, bur 
swt she is now skilfully using 
Hindu communal senuments_ for 

reserving her own power. She is 
eating the BJP-RSS in (sic) its 
own game.” 

This is no more than an attemot 
on lss part to allow himself an 
exit. It can deceive 10 one. For 
one thing, Mr. Rao would have 
no reason to quasrel with Mis. 
Giandhi if she was Uoiw »° more 
than usir? “Hindu communal senti- 
ments” {* keeping herself in po..cr 
aud in the process keeping the 
BJP and its potential allies <w) as 
the casteist Lok Dal out of it. 
After all, even the great Stalin used 
the nationalist and religious sen‘i- 
ments of the prreat Russian pceonle 
to fight the Nazis without in the 
final anclysis surrendering to then. 
For another, Mr. Rao's true inten- 
tions become clear as 4e proceeds 
further to elaborate his theme. 

“Indira Gandhi allows some of 
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her ministers and iegisiators to 
attend functions of the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad, a broad platform 
floated by the RSS leadership .. . 
of late, Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi has been found to be hesi- 
lating to take strong action against 
communal elements fanning com- 
munal riots. The case of the recent 
Mecrut riots... . is a case (sic) 
in point... . she has had harsh 
wordstosayin reply toa letter from 
the famous INA hero and partiot, 
General Shah Nawaz, .... who 
had brought the depredations of 
the PAC and the RSS against 
Muslims to her notice . . . she 
has also said that no minority can 
survive if their neighbours of the 
majority are irritated.” 


As if this was not enough to 
demonstrate ‘that in Mr. Rao’s 
view, Mrs. Gandhi is a Hindu 
communalist — she even visits 
temples and sceks the blessings of 
Sankaracharyas — he adds: “It 
will not be wide of the mark to 
suspect that her attitude in (sic) 
keeping the Punjab dispute hang- 
ing was in a way connected with 
the Jammu and Kashmir election 
where she was angling for Hindu 
votes”. So Mrs. Gandhi is not only 
a communalist but a reckless one. 
She is willing to place at risk the 
future of Punjab for the sake 
of so limited an advantage as 
winning Hindu votes in the Jammu 
region. 


This is so much hogwash. What- 
ever her failings, Mrs. Gandhi !s 
neither communal nor parochial. 
In fact, her great strength is that 
she can identify herself with the 
aspirations of all sections of the 
Indian people. Yet the charge 
merits attention for it shows how 
far the CPI and its allies are pre- 
pared to go in their current cam- 
paign against Mrs. Gandhi and it 
provides an insight mto ther 
thinking. 


Perverse Approach 


The CPI, in order to survive, 
necds an alliance with the CPM 
which is locked in a bitter strug- 
gic with the Congress (1) in West 
engal, the only state where it is 
in power. As such the CPI Icader 
‘ip has to be critical of Mrs. 
Ciandhi. Even so, it is somewhat 
of a mystery why Mr. Rajeswara 
Rao has gone so far as to accuse 
Ser of being a Hindu communalist. 
{t is not easy ic find out what he 
hopes to achieve. 
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Perhaps there is a purpose in all 
this which we are not able to dis- 
cover. But purpose or no purpose, 
the article speaks of a perverse 
wav Of looking at Indian politics, 
This approach is not peculiar to 
Indian communisfs. though it 415 
much more deeply embedded in 
their mental make-up than those 
of others. It affects the thinking of 
many other shallow secularists. 


The story began a long time 
ago. Gandhiji was a Hindu com- 
munalist because he spoke a langu- 
age which sprang out of an ancicnt 
cthos which the British had deli- 
berately equated with the Hindu 
ethos. The Congress was less than a 
fully nationalist imnovement because 
its tcadership and membersMip were 
predominantly Hindu. Hindus were 
a community like every other com- 
munity despite all evidence to te 
contrary. As such Musiim fears of 
being dominated in indefendent 
and democratic India were justified 
because they would be a minority, 
though an extremely powerful one, 
in it. By this peculiar logic the 
Muslim League’s demand for parti- 
tion became legitimate. And Mr. 
Nehru’s party and government 
were secular only because they 
came to be critically dependent on 
the support of the Muslim minori- 
ty, the scheduled castes and tribes. 

Mr. Rajeswara Rao and his ilk 
suspect that this may change to 
the extent that Mrs. Gandhi and 
her party get a larger share cf 
the caste Hindu vote in north 
India. So they are alarmed. They 
are not even willing to wait to bid 
out whether the shift in vote that 
we have witnessed in the Union 
territory of Delhi and the Jamntu 
region is also likely in the truly 
Hindi-speaking states such as U.P. 
and Bihar where the deepest con- 
tradictions are not between Hindus 
and Muslims or Hindus and Sikhs 
but between different Hindu caste 
groupings. They must have a very 
poor opinion of Mrs. Gandhi if 
thev believe that in her search for 
a little larger share of the caste 
Hindu vote, she will take = steps 
which will weaken her popular 
kase among Muslims, Hariians and 
tribals, or that she will not do all 
in her power to regain support in 
Andhra, Karnataka and, indeed, 
even Tamil Nadu. 


Social Change 


I have often taken the view that 
Hindus are not a community in 
a meaningful sense of the term. 


[his formulation apparently clashes 
with the fact that there are 
communal-minded Hindus in 
that they believe in the sup- 
remacy of Hindus and are 
prejudiced against Muslims. But tne 
contradiction is superticial. Setting 
aside for the moment the fact that 
Hindus have so catholic a vicw of 
rci‘gion, god, reality and truth that 
they can easily concede equality to 
every other faith, Hindus are in- 
capable of acting as one coherent 
body for any length of time. 

Social change is aggravating this 
problem because the competition 
between groups and within groups 
is sharpening. Thus we are witness- 
ing politicisation of caste and 
erosion of caste at the same time. 
In plain terms, on top of the pro- 
blems of caste are being piled up 
the problems afsociated with the 
emergence of class distractions. The 
whole thing is an unholy mess. 
Only the simple-minded—Mai «ist 
ideologues are notoriously simple- 
minded and so are free enterpiise 
wallahs—can believe that Mrs. 
Gandhi can seck to stay in power 
on the basis of an arithmetic which 
no one can possibly work out. If 
it was all so easy, the Jana Sanch 
would have made it a long time 
ago. 

As it happens. this was perhaps 
the first newspaper to draw atten- 
tion to the shift in the voting pat- 
tern in Delhi and the possibility of 
a simijar shift in the Jammu rfe- 
gion before the election. We were 
able to do so because we were 
sensitive to the possible impact of 
the Congress (I) defeat in the South 
and the Akali agitation on the 
minds of Hindu voters in these two 
places. But we cautioned against 
rushing to conclusions. For we 
have learnt from experience that 
India is too variegated a country to 
admit of sweeping gencralisations. 

As for Mrs. Gandhi, she is both 
the bencficiary and victim of the 
troader and deeper movements 
which are taking place in the coun- 
try. It will be giving her too muc 
credit to believe that she maps our 
strateey so well that she manages 
to stay on top whatever happens. 
She travels light (in borrowed 
ideological terms) and is, therc- 
fore, able to take advantage of 
developments. She may also ea 
her good with the nation’s good. 
But most rulers do the same. She 
is not indifferent to the national 
interest which appeal to communal- 
ism of whatever varicty cannot 
subserve. 
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CPI LEADER BLAMES PUNJAB SITUATION ON CONGRESS-I 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Jun 83 p 7 


[Text] Communist Party of India general secretary C. Rajeswara Rao has 

said in a statement that there was no use simply blaming the Congress-I 

for the Punjab troubles as "the extremist elements are out to drown the 
State in bloodshed in order to prevent any peaceful settlement." 


Mr Rao said, "Since these extremists are taking cover under the Akali 
agitation, the Dal leadership has to demarcate itself clearly and openly 
from them." 


The CPI leader called upon all patriotic people to condemn these nefarious 
activities and to isolate these elements. Mr Rao also blamed the ‘rabid 
communalists among the Hindus’ for providing grist to the mill of the 
‘Khalistan’ extremists. 


The CPI leader said it was an open secret that the US imperialists were 
not only threatening the security and integrity of India, but also its 
unity by supporting ‘Khalistan’ elements. 


Mr Rao demanded that US Ambassador Harry G. Barnes "be thrown out of the 
country” for his arrogant ravings of equating the anti-national 'Khalistan' 
elements with the freedom-fighters of Puerto Rico. 


The CPI leader also urged the Central Government and the Akali leadership 
not to complicate the Punjab problem further by bringing in extraneous 
issues. 


He expressed his surprise that Prime Minister Indira Gandhi instead of 
taking the help of all patriotic and secular democratic forces for the 
solution of the Punjab problems, had made it a point to attack the Opposi- 
tion parties. 
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SETHI ANNOUNCES PROPOSALS ON PUNJAB ISSUES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Jun 83 pp l, 9 


[Text] New Delhi, June 22--The Union government is willing to refer the 
Ravibeas water dispute between Punjab and Haryana to a tribunal to be 
appointed under the Inter-state Water Disputes Act, 1956. The proposed 
tribunal can decide afresh the allocation between the two states. 


The Union government wants that in the meantime, Punjab should take immediate 
steps to construct the Sutlej-Yamuna link canal. 


The Union government today unilaterally announced its willingness to take 
Suitable legal and administrative steps to implement these decisions expe- 
ditiously. 


The Union government also announced its willingness to refer the entire issue 
of territorial claims, including the future of Chandigarh and Abohar and 
Fazika to a tribunal for a decision. 


These decisions were announced in a five-page statement issued by the Union 
home minister, Mr P.C. Sethi, late in the evening here today. 

+ 
Earlier, the political affairs committee of the cabinet met and discussed 
the situation arising out of rejection of the offer for talks made by the 
Union government. 


The issue was discussed at the cabinet meeting today. High-level consulta- 
tions continued for the better part of the day. The statement released to 
the press was also approved at the highest level. 


Mr Sethi reiterated that doors for negotiations were still open. "I hope 
the leadership of the Shiromani Akali Dal will reconsider their stand and 
come to the negotiating table to find a satisfactory solution for all 
pending issues for restoration of harmony, further development of Punjab 
and in the larger national interest. 


The government's position regarding the river water and territorial disputes 
has been that any arrangements acceptable to Punjab and Haryana which will 
lead to a final settlement of the dispute will also be acceptable to the 
government of India. 
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This would involve discussions not only with the representatives of the 

Akali Dal but also with all concerned parties and the governments of the 

two states. The government of India have always been willing to arrange such 
discussions. 


While expressing its readiness to hold discussions on the remaining issues, 
the government also expects the Akali Dal to give an undertaking that it will 
not permit the premises of the Golden Temple and other holy shrines to be 
utilised for storage of arms or for harbouring persons wanted by the law 

and order machinery. 


The government has suggested to the Akali Dal that a five-member committee of 
Sikhs may be set up jointly by the state government and Akali Dal to screen 
the persons now living within the premises of the holy shrines in order to 
identify whether any of them are wanted by the law and order authorities or 
facing charges. 


Religious Demands 


The government has also asked the Akali Dal to take immediate appropriate 
steps for resolving their disputes and differences peacefully with the 
followers of Nirankari faith and such other groups so that permanent peace 
can be restored in Punjab. No one will be allowed to take the law into their 
own hands. 


Mr Sethi's statement made it clear that decisions on religious demands of 
the Akali Dal have already been announced by the Prime Minister. 


The demand for banning of tobacco, liquor and meat within the demarcated 
areas around Harmandir Sahib and the Durgiana Temple has already been 
accepted and steps have been taken for implementing this decision. 


Similarly, orders have been issued allowing Sikhs to carry nine inch long 
'kirpan,' the length of blade not exceeding six inches, while traveling on 
internal flight. 


Unfortunately, some decisions could not be implemented because of lack of 
co-operation on the part of the Shiromani Akali Dal. 


For example, there was a demand for relay of ‘kirtan' from the Golden Temple 
through the Jullundur station of All-India Radio. The government agreed 
thai ‘'kirtan' could be relayed for about one and a half hours in the morning 
and for half an hour in the evening. 





This was earlier verbally accepted by the Akali delegation. Consequent 

upon the Prime Minister's announcement, the AIR authorities approached the 
SGPC and Amritsar to finalise the arrangements and start the relay. But 
later, the Akalis insisted that the duration of the relay should be two hours 
in the morning and one hour in the evening. The government has been willing 
to discuss the question of timing and duration but has suggested that a 
beginning may be made immediately with one-and-a-half hours in the morning 
from 5 a.m. 














Similarly, as regards the demand for the formulation of All-India Gurdwara 

Act, the government has agreed to consider the suggestion subject to consulta- 
tion with the state governments concerned, other parties and the SGPC. Since 
the proposed legislation is intended to bring all historical Gurdwaras situated 
in different parts of the country under the purview of one administration, it 
has wideranging implications. 


It is necessary to consult all the concerned gurdwaras and state governments 
in this matter. But the Shiromani Akali Dal insisted that the bill should 
be framed in consultation with the SGPC and introduced in the last budget 
session. 


It is obviously difficult to declare in advance that the bill would be 
introduced in any particular session of parliament without completing the 
process of consultations. 


The Shiromani Akali Dal had demanded that a committee of legal experts should 
be appointed to examine the question of Centre state relations as embodied 
in the Anandpur Sahib resolution. 


The government has already appointed a commission under the chairmanship 
of Justice Sarkaria to study Centre-state relations and it is open to the 
Shiromani Akali Dal and all other political parties to submit their views 
before the comission. 


Two Issues 


The two issues pending a final decision are those relating to the sharing of 
Ravi-Beas waters and the settlement of territorial disputes between Punjab 
and Haryana. 


The government regrets that instead of responding positively to the 
suggestions made by the government, the Shiromani Akali Dal has chosen to 
end the negotiations and in turn, to accuse the government of lack of 
"seriousness" and "sacrificing the demands of justice and overall interests 
of the country." 


Amritsar (UN): The Akali Dal president, Sant Harchand Longowal, said here 
tonight that he would comment on the Centre's offer tomorrow, after going 
through the details. 
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PAKISTAN DISCREETLY WARNED ON PUNJAB SITUATION 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 17 Jun 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


India nas sent discreet warning 
——, . Pakistan against the 
Support it ils extendi nj 
terrorists — o 7aen 
In view of New Delhi’s anxiety 
to improve relations with Islama- 
bad. the Government of India has 
chosen not to raise this issue 
publicly. But evidence has been 
mounting that facilities have 
been provided in Pakistan for im- 
parting training in arms, organi- 
sation, infiltration-tactics and 
other subversive activities to 
groups of terrorists, some of 
whom are believed to have infil- 
trated into the Akali_ sacrificial 


squads. Some others are o . 

ing indepe.dently. Some oo 
back the Government received re- 
Ports of the existence of such a 
training centre at Gujaranwala a 
district headquarters adjacent’ to 
Lahore. 

According to reliable source, a 
highly placed Indian official men- 
tioned the fact of the existence 
of this training camp to his Paki- 
stani counterpart. The Pakistant 
official, holding a rank equivalent 
to the Secretary to the Central 
Government, quipped, ‘you are 
also supporting the Bhuttos’. The 
Indian official pointed out that 
Sympathy for the wife or the 
daughter of executed Pakistani 
leader Z A Bhutto or political 
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support Wr India for the democ- 
ratic aspirations of the Pakistant 
people is not the same as provid- 
ing training and arms for mur- 
der, violence and other terrorist 
activities. 

The Pakistani official denied 
that the Zia Government wanted 
to support the Sikh terrorists, 
though his remarks ieft the Im- 
pression that some section of Pa- 
kistan’s intelligence setup could 
be engaged in these activities. 

However, the Government let 
the matter rest when reports 
were recieved that the Gujaran- 
wala training centre had been 
disbanded. On 30 May, Pakistan's 
Chief Martial Law Administrator 
also gave a public assurance that 
his Government was not helping 
Punjab agitation. But recent re 
ports indicate that new centres 
have been set up for the same 
purpose. Arms and ammunition 
are being provided to these ter 
rorists in addition to training 
facilities. The terrorist gangs, 
claiming to be votaries of the 
Khalistan movement, are smug- 
gling arms — automatic rifies, 
carbines and other equipment, in- 
cluding gun powder. 

The discreet signals now sent 
by India should convince the Pa- 
kistani authorities that New Delhi 
is taking this matter seriously. 
Arming and training the terrori- 
sts is dangerous game. Pakistan‘s 
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border with this country in the 
Sindh-Rajasthan sector is twice 
that in the Punjab sector. A large 
number of Pakistani nationals, 
who came as refugees are pre 
sently in Barmer district of Ra- 
jasthan. For several years, the 
Government of India has been 
bearing the burden of these re- 
fugees who are living in camps. 
The government has taken strict 
measures to ensure that they do 
not engage in activities against 
the Pakistan Government from In- 
dian soil. This is because of In- 
dia’s scrupulous adherance to the 
principle of non-interference in 
Pakistan’s internal affairs not- 
withstanding Islamabad’s hostile 
anti-India campaign in internatio 
nal forums and reports of cland- 
estine support to armed terror- 
ists and facilities given to them 
to plan sabotage and violence in 
Punjab from the sanctuaries pro- 
vided in Pakistan, across the bor- 
der in the Amritsar sector. 

New Delhi hopes that these fa- 
cilities and training camps will be 
disbanded and the Pakistan Gov- 
ernment will ensure that the sup- 
ply of arms and ammunition is 
discontinued. Intelligence authori- 
ties are keeping a close watch on 
the situation. Should these sinis- 
ter activities continue, the Gov- 
ernment may be forced to take 
other avvropriate measures to 
deal effectively with this mischief. 
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GANDHI 24 JUN SPEECH TO DELHI WOMEN'S MEETING REPORTED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Jun 83 p 7 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Opposition parties in the Akali agitation and 
Said that on the one hand they prociaim solider- 
ity with the Akalis and on the other “come to 
me and say why cannot you be firm with the 
agitationists ". _ a? 

Talking about collection of arms in places 
of religious worship, the Prime Minister said 
she wondered how far it was justified to have 
arms i mandirs, masjids, gurdweras or 
churches. What right de the people have to ac- 
Cumulate arms in this fashion, she esked and 
said she would put this question to the Opposi- 
tion parties also. 

“No individual, group or party has a right 


‘to collect arms in religious places”. she said. 
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also willing to refer the river waters dispute and 
territorial matters to tribunais. 


Mr. Rachpal 


and hoped the other demands would be looked 
into. He feared that unless some immediate 
steps were taken to solve the pending pro 
blems in Punjab. the situation might deteriorate. 
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OPPOSITION COMMENTS ON GANDHI PUNJAB POLICY 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 21 Jun 383 ppl, 9 


[Text] New Delhi, June 20--The CPI, Lok Dal, Democratic Socialist Party and 
the Akali Dal today accused the Prime Minister of creating an "explosive" 
Situation in Punjab, report PTI and UNI. They denied Mrs Gandhi's allegation 
that the Opposition parties had been silent on the violence in Punjab. 


The strongest statement came from the DSP leader, Mr H.N. Bahuguna, who 
accused Mrs Gandhi of launching a "tirade" against the Opposition only to 
divert public attention from her "empty handed" return from Europe. He also 
cited the statements of various Opposition parties condemning extremist 
activity and violence in Punjab. 


The CPI general secretary Mr Rajeswara Rao, pointed out that the Left and 
secular parties had been condemning communal and ex.remist forces in 
unequivocal terms and urged the Prime Minister to give up her "negative 
postures" even at this late hour. 


Mr Rao asked the Akali leadership to come out in a forthright manner against 
the criminal activities of extremist elements who, he said, should not be 
allowed to take cover under the Akali agitation. 


"There is no use simply blaming the Congress (1) for having propped up 
Sant Bhindranwale and the Dal Khalsa against the Akali Party in the 
past...” 


The Lok Dal president, Mr Charan Singh, said that the Punjab situation was 

the Prime Minister's creation to win Hindu and Liberal Sikh votes in the 
coming parliamentary elections, as she had done in the recent Kashmir Assembly 
elections. 


In Amritsar, the Akali Dal president, Sant Harchand Singh Longowal strongly 
refuted Mrs Gandhi's charge that his party was involved in violence. 


"The Akali Dal has nothing to do with the acts of violence in the State, and 


its volunteers while participating in the agitation have always remained 
peaceful and non-violent,’ Sant Longowal said in a statement here. 
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He reiterated his demand for an inquiry by a Supreme Court Judge into all 
acts of violence in Punjab during the Akali agitation to ascertain the truth. 
The Akali Dal chief alleged that the State Government and the in-fighting 
within the ruling party were behind all these incidents. 


Reacting sharply to Mrs Gandhi's statement at Delhi airport yesterday on 
her arrival from abroad, Sant Longowal said that the Prime Minister's 
statement was in view of the tremendous response "to the Akali agitation from 
the people. Her statement was full of baseless and unfounded allegations and 
seeme to have been made in haste," Sant Longowal said. 


He said that Mrs Gandhi was making such insinuations against the Akali Dal 
to cover up her failures and to make political capital of the Punjab 
situation. 


The Punjab BJP president, Mr Baldev Prakash, today threatened that "people's 
armed resistance against extremists and hoodlums will have to be organized in 
the State for the protection of non-Sikh Punjabis." 


The BJP leader said it was futile to expect either from the Akalis or from 
the State Government that they would protect the non-Sikh Punjabis. 


A faction of the Akali Dal (Master Tara Singh group) led by Mr R.H.S. 
Frontier today announced its unconditional merger with the Shiromani Akali 
Dal, Amritsar. 


The announcement was made by Giani Bhajan Singh, general secretary of this 
faction of Akali Dal at a Press conference in the presence of Sant Longowal 
at Teja Singh Samundrari hall in the Golden Temple complex here. Sant Longo- 
wal welcomed the merger. 


The Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee today denied reports circulated 
by a news agency (not PTI) that Ranjit Singh, the Prime accused in the 
case relating to the murder of the Nirankari chief Baba Gurbachan Singh, 
has been camping in the Gury Nanak Niwas in the Golden Temple complex. 


Mr T. Aliba Imti, M.P., president of the Naga National Democratic Party 
and adviser of hills regional parties of the North-eastern region, today 
appealed to Sant Longowal to adopt an attitude of reconciliation and try 
to solve all problems amicably across the table. 


In a letter to the Sant, Mr Imti said: "It will be wrong on the part of 
the regional community leaders if their very action weakens the unity of 
India." 
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CPI LEADER'S 19 JUN PRESS CONFERENCE REPORTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Jun 83 p 4 


[Text] Bhubaneswar, June 19 (UNI)--Communist Party of India (CPI) general 
secretary C. Rajeswara Rao today described as "dangerous" Mrs Indira Gandhi's 
new electoral strategy of keeping on the right side of the majority community 
to keep herself in power. 


We want to warn her that she is playing a dangerous game, Mr Rao told a press 
conference, adding that she was also coming to an understanding with the 
regional parties in power. 


He said the tactics adopted by the Congress-I in the recent Delhi and Kashmir 
elections indicated that the party wanted to reorient the strategy that it 
was going to adopt in the coming parliamentary elections, he added. 


Expressing his satisfaction that the Akali Dal's "rail roko" agitation had 
passed off peacefully, Mr Rao alleged that Mrs Gandhi kept the Punjab issue 
hanging in order to take political advantage in the Kashmir elections. 


He said since most of the Sikhs' religious demands had been met, a consensus 
reached on the river waters dispute and the Sarkaria Commission had been 

set up to sort out the Centre State relations. The only pending dispute of 
Punjab-Haryana borders should be immediately resolved, he added. 


Mr Rao said the Opposition parties had decided to meet in Delhi on 30 June 
to discuss the Punjab problem and place their proposals on it before the 
Government. 


Mr Rao also expressed concern at the danger posed to India's arming of 
Pakistan by the United States, concentration of its naval forces in the 
Indian Ocean, its refusal to halt the nuclear arms race and its "support 
to the secessionist and chauvinistic forces inside our country." 


The CPI leader extended his support to the proposed Orissa bandh called by 
the Opposition parties, including the BJP, and the national campaign 
committee of the central trade unions, in the first week of July demanding 
relief to the people "dying of starvation," distribution of rice at Rs two 
per kg and reopening of closed mines and factories in the State. 
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RAO 20 JUN SPEECH AT ALPBACH CONFERENCE REPORTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Jun 83 p 7 


[Text] Alpbach, (Austria) June 20 (PTI)--External Affairs Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao today spoke of a continuing link between India and Western 
Europe down the ages despite geographical, linguistic and racial barriers. 


History abounds in evidence to the effect that India's consciousness has 
never been isolated from the Western continent, Mr Rao said, addressing the 
Western Europe-India dialogue congress being held here. The subject of his 
talk was "India's cultural influence on Western Europe since the age of 
romanticism." 


Mr Rao spoke at length on the influence of Indian thought and culture and 
said ‘enormous strides’ in comprehension had taken place between India and 
the West on a multi-faceted scale. Even in the period of renaissance, 

India was a kind of dreamland for Europeans and it was then beyond them to 
realise that their cultural heritage had to be traced to the Indian civilisa- 
tion. In their enthusiasm to discover their Greek heritage, the Europeans 
forgot that even in those days their target was to discover India. Even the 
voyage of Columbus and Vasco Da Gama were evidently for the discovery of 
India and there was no doubt that they would not have been undertaken had 

the Europeans not been influenced by India. 


The links between India and the Roman Empire were not just confined to trade 
in Indian muslin and spices. Moors and Arabian traders had also carried 
mathematics and philosophic thought of India to Arab countries and through 
them to Spain and Western Europe. 


Some of the Upanishads had already been translated in those days as evident 
from the writings of great philosophers like Spinoza, Mr Rao said. 


That the cultural heritage of European civilsation was to be traced to India 
was, of course, hard to swallow for an occidental common man whose nations 
had subjugated India and made it a colony, he added. Although he realised 
that once upon a time India was a very prosperous country he could not accept 
that India had also developed in the spheres of art, literature, mathematics, 
grammar, medicine, surgery and similar matters. It was not easy to accept 
that the culture of the imperial power was to be traced to that of the 
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colonies. That perhaps explains why before the truth was finally realised, 
European authors began to put almost every achievement of India civilisation 
as later than that of the Greek, Mr Rao told the Congress. 


The External Affairs Minister said the realisation that Sanskrit and other 
European languages came from the same stock made people realise that there 
must have been communication between India and Europe long before Alexander's 
conquest of Persia or the Persian invasion of Greece. It brought to bear 
some fresh thinking on history. 


The translation of Shakuntalam by Sir William Jones made Goethe realise the 
greatness of Kalidasa. But it also resulted in train loads of Sanskrit 
manuscripts being carried away to Europe from north India, south India and 
Nepal. They were today preserved in Berlin, Vienna, Paris, Bonn and London, 
Mr Rao reminded the gathering. Even the rare works of Bhartrihari and 
Abhinava Gupta were not found in India but had to be read in the libraries 
of Europe. 


What is important is to know that the Europeans learnt more than the Indians 
did from this renaissance, he said, adding it produced several European 
scholars like Jacobi, Weber, Max Muller and several others. 


"The only pity," Mr Rao said, “is that the Indian tradition of learning no 
more exists in its original from today. What Indian scholars know today is 
more or less the European version of Indian thought and Christian version 
of Indian philosophy. There was, however, no doubt that the study of 
Sanskrit made people rethink of India and take to the study of ayurveda, 
philosophy, logic and religion. Even the study of mathematics of Indian 
origin was undertaken. The Samkhya and Advaita systems now termed as 
systems of philosophy provided the necessary scientific nucleus to Indian 
scientists and through them to the westerners. 


According to Mr Rao, the claim that the English romantic movement starting 
from Wordsworth made nature a live entity could he traced back to Kalidasa. 
The thoughts and images of Sanskrit poets, he said, must have been carried 
during the last part of the eighteenth century indirectly to UK and 
influenced to great poetic geniuses of England and Europe in different 
ways. 
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LOK DAL LEADER'S 20 JUN PRESS CONFERENCE REPORTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 21 Jun 83 p 14 


[Text] New Delhi, June 20--The Lok Dal president, Mr Charan Singh, suggested 
here today that the Government ask for the withdrawal of the U.S. Ambassador, 
Mr Harry Barnes, for his equating the Khalistan movement with Puerto Rico's 
demand for independence. 


Addressing a Press conference here, Mr Charan Singh felt the USA was behind 
the Khalistan movement. He had mentioned that to Mrs Gandhi as far back as 
in October last year. 


In a statement distributed at the Press conference, he rebutted her implied 
charge yesterday that the Opposition, while in power, had done nothing to 
solve the issues involved in the Punjab agitation. He said: "Obviously 
she has the Janata Government in mind. As one of its members, I would like 
to categorically tell her that there was no crisis in Punjab during the 
Janata regime." There was no talk of violenee in Punjab then. 


"In truth,” he said, "the Punjab problem is the creation of our Prime 
Minister herself so that in the approaching parliamentary elections, as 

in the case of Kashmir, the Hindus of Punjab as a community and also liberal- 
minded Sikhs all over the country, might cast their votes in favour of the 
Congress (1) which alone could save them from disaster." 


At his Press conference, he was asked if his party would be attending the 
meeting of Opposition leaders proposed to be called on June 30 by the DSP 
leader, Mr H.N. Bahuguna, Mr Charan Singh replied: "What is the good of 
joining it? What will come out it?" Pressed to spell that out, he added 
that his party would not attend the meeting. 


Would Mr Jaglivan Ram's attending that meeting affect the present unity 
talks between the Lok Dal and the Congress (J)? "It will not," he said. 


UNI adds: When his attention was drawn to the fact that the Opposition 
meeting might discuss gmong other things the question of pooling anti- 
Congress (I) votes all over the country, Mr Singh said: "The ball in this 
regard had already been set rolling,” and efforts were continuing. The 
Lok Dal chief was hopeful that mobilization of anti-Congress (1) votes 
would be possible before the next parliamentary elections. 
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Mr Charan Singh said that as the part of the Opposition unity efforts, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party president, Mr A.B. Vajpayee had discussions with 
him recently. Asked about the outcome of their talks, he said it was not 
correct to say anything till the matter took a final shape. 


Commenting on the way the Election Commission's instructions were flouted in 


Jammu and Kashmir election, Mr Charan Singh said it had been a case of 
"failure" of the system. Laws were there and corruption also existed side 
by side. It was the question of persons who run the system, he said. The 
Lok Dal Chief said: "We are unfit for the parliamentary system." 


About his attitude towards the CPI (M), now ruling in West Bengal and 
Tripura, Mr Charan Singh said: "I cannot agree with them. They don't 
believe in democracy." When his attention was drawn to the CPI (M)'s 
recent panchayat election victories in rural Bengal, Mr Singh said: "They 


are taking benefit where earlier the Congress regime could not do anything. 


As feudalism was still there in Bengal, the kisans would never turn to the 
Communists for leadership, he said. 
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REPORTAGE ON AID INDIA CONSORTIUM MEETING 

Efforts Praised, Aid Reduced 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 16 Jun 83 p 1 
[Article by K.N. Malik] 


[Text] The Aid India Consortium which concluded its two-day meeting here 
today unanimously endorsed India's strategy of adjustment with growth and 
and social justice but pledged a reduced level of aid for next year. 


It pledged aid totalling SDR 3.3 billion ($3.6 billion), which actually means 
a reduction of five to six percent in real terms since it has not taken into 
account inflation. 


The unanimous praise for India's economic management, increasing efficiency 
through a more rational and more open trade regime and for having maintained 
fiscal and monetary stability and contained inflationery pressures to protect 
the lower income groups through appropriate demand management policies, was 
soothing for the ears of the Indian delegation. It, however, did not satisfy 
India's demand for increased or even last year's level of support at 73.7 
billion. 


Though the leader of the Indian delegation, Mr N. Narasimham, said the 
Consortium unanimously endorsed India's need for increased flows of aid 

sat concessional rates, the World Bank gave no firm indication that such 

aid would be maintained even at the last year's level. In fact, there were 
indications that the soft aid quantum in the World Bank package would go 

down. This was because of the continuing recessionary trends in the developed 
countries which are plagued by budgetary problems. 


Nevertheless, the Indian delegation was content with the Consortium's unanimous 
appreciation for the country's prudent and correct economic management and 
healthy performance in core sectors such as power, coal, oil and transport. 

The Consortium also appreciated India's performance in the agricultural sector 
despite severe droughts. 
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It, however, noted that India's growth prospects and adjustment effort 
continued to face severe challenges. The country's low income meant that 
despite high domestic savings rates and substantial resources mobilisation 
efforts, the opportunities for productive investments in sectors essential for 
its growth and adjustment still exceeded the available resources. 


Maintaining the pace of investment in key sectors has been most difficult, 
but India's adjustment strategy substantially increased the economy's access 
to imports, promising long-term efficiency gains but placing short-term 
pressures on the balance of payments, the Consortium noted. It felt India's 
exports needed to be boosted and appreciated the steps already being taken 
in this direction. 


Soft Aid 


The Consortium meeting failed to placate India's apprehensions in regard to 
soft aid. Already there is uncertainty on the commitment by various donor 
countries on such aid. In fact, some countries, the U.S. for instance, 
continue to hedge on the question of fulfilling their commitment, but Mr 
Narasimham said the U.S. did not voice any misgivings either on India's 
performance or the need to cut down the quantum of soft aid. Some others, 
such as Japan and the U.K., indicated their desire to increase the level 

of aid to India but they did not say by how much. 


The Prime Minister, Mrs. Gandhi's statement at the UNCTAD-VI criticising the 
developed countries for doing little for the developing ones was considered 
counter-productive by some countries. A delegate remarked that the timing 
of the statement was unfortunate. 


Most delegates, however, felt that India's veiled threat to abandon the 
liberal trade regime unless there was continued flow of aid on soft terms 
was not taken seriously by the donor countries which thought India would 
not abandon the restructuring of its adjustment strategy simply because the 
quantum of soft aid declined. India had realised the benefits accruing to 
it through the revamped economic stragegy. Moreover, India was not in a 
better position to maintain its growth and creditworthiness. 


The repayment of IMF loans or other commercial borrowings, it was felt, 
would not present unsurmountable problems in spite of the Western nations’ 
attitude of squeezing the maximum concessions from the third world without 
giving the latter much concrete help for restructuring their economies to 
enable them to come out of the league of the poorest. 


The countries interested in assisting India, which met under the chairmanship 
of the World Bank included Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Britain and the U.S. Repre- 
sentatives of the Asian Development Bank, the Commission of European Communi- 
ties, the Development Assistance Committee of the OECD, the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development, the IMF, the UNDP and the government of 
Switzerland, also attended. 
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[Text] 


NEW DELHI, June 17. 


INCE one member of the Aid 
India Consortium at this week's 
Paris meeting has indicated a 
desire to increase its quantum of 
assistance, India hopes the total 
ledges will be equal to those of 
ast year. 


In term$ of SDRs (epecial drawing 
rights), this year's pledges total 3.37 
billion as against last year’s 3.3% bil 
lion. However, in dollar termy, the 
figures are 3.6 billion this year and 
3.7 billion last year. 

This shortfall of $100 million can 
be met if the unnamed Consortium 
member enhances its assistance © In 
dia. 

Mr. M. Narasimham, secretary in 
the department of economic affairs, 
told newsmen here on his return from 
Paris that the World Bank group had 
pledged $2.2 billion—about the same 
as last year. 

Although no break-up of this assist- 
ance was given at Paris in view of the 
uncertainties about IDA funds, Mr. 


Narasinham Meets Press 


in English 18 Jun 83 p 9 


Narasimham felt that 50 per cent of 
it would come from the Wo7ld Bank 
and the remaining $0 per cent from 
the concessionai funds of the LDA. 


BANK CONSTRAINTS 


This expectation can be upset if 
the U.S. Congress refuses to approve 
the Reagan administration's proposal 
for committing $245 million to the 
IDA. _ 

All Consortium members, with the 
exception of the U.S., recognised the 
need for India to get concessional 
assistance. The U.S. wok the view 
that India could perhaps make betier 
use of commercial borrowings at this 
stage of its economic development. 

Mr. Narasimham said the World 
Bank in its assessment “fully appre- 
ciated” India’s economic performance, 
The chairman of the meeting used 
the words “prudent”, “correct” and 
“wise” in describing the management 
of the Indian economy. t 

However, it was pointed out that 
the World Bank itself suffered) from 
severe constraints in view of the un 
certainty about IDA funda. 

Mr. Narasimham said that all«World 


Bank aid was project-related and 
untied. But the trend among bilateral 
donors was in favour of tied ad— 
tied to projects and country. 

West German aid was a combina- 
tion of tied and untied aid. The U.K. 
gave assistanec in the form of granis 
but it was “country-tied”. 

At the Pars meeting, Mr. Nara- 
simham referred to the exceptionally 
difficult circumstances faced by Ind:a 
in 1982-83, more particularly the se- 
vere drought for the second ume i 
four years, leading to a fall in food- 
grain production of seven aqmillioa 
tonnes. The drought had also contri- 
buted to difficulues in hydro-eiectri- 
city generation and a weakening of 
demand for indusiry, leading to a de 
celerauon in industrial growth. 

The downturn in agricultural and 
industrial deceleration had meant 23 
fall in the rate of growth of GDP 
to about two per cent in 1982-33. In 
spite of these difficult circumséances, 
the economic performance during the 
year showed clear signs of strength 
im important areas. 

Mr. Narasimham said that the 
members of the Consortium agreed 
with his assessment. 





Adverse Effect of Cuts 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Jun 83 p 8 


[Editorial] 


_ India has reason to be unhappy with the outcome of 
this year’s meeting of the Aid India Consortium in Paris. 
Last year, the consortium had jncreased the total aid amount 
overt the previous year’s in real terms by five per cent. This 
year the size of the package has declined to $ 3.6 billion 
from last year’s $ 3.7 billion, In real terms this could mzan 
a reduction of five or six per cent. Curiously, this has hap- 
pened even though the World Bank has given a good certi- 
ficate to India for its overall economic management. When 
good performance should have earned the encouraging 
response of more aid on easy terms, some donor countries 
appear to have argued that India could now do with less 
aid on less favourable terms. It had become evident last year 
that India’s case for continued concessional aid had 
weakened in the eyes of a number of powerful donors who 
wanted a diversion of soft funds to other countries, notably 
China. Till last year 80 per cent of the group’s aid package 
carrig¢d no interest or nominal interest, while 20 per cent 
carried an interest of 11 per cent and above. The 1982 con- 
Sortium meeting changed the composition sharply to about 
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half and half. This straightaway meant an additional! outflow 
of funds, over $100 million, by way of interest 
payments. This year this trend has been confirmed. The pro- 
portion of concessional aid would probably decline further, 
particularly India’s share of IDA credit. 


The cutback in concessional aid cannot but adversely 
affect developmental efforts which are necessary to lift India 
out of the group of the world’s 16 poorest nations. Mr. N. 
Narasimhan, the leader of the Indian delegation. has already 
warned that India might have to give up its liberal trade 
regime if aid in right mix is not available. This policy has 
not been an unmixed biessing. Certain Indian industries 
have suffered because the liberal import policy has enabled 
some industrialised countries facing recession at home to 
resort to dumping. But broadly speaking, the policy has 
helped stimulate the economy. And this has been accom- 
panied by reduction in licensing controls. Thus if the liberal 
import policy has to be jettisoned for want of resources, we 
may also witness a return to the earlier more restrictive 
approach. This will be an unhappy development. But there 
is a lot New Delhi can do on its own for which it does not 
meed external assistance. For instance, it can wage war on 
smuggling which, according to knowledgeable sources, has 
come to almost equal official trade. It can similarly reduce 
project cost overruns and wastage of funds. 
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GANDHI 17 JUN PRESS CONFERENCE IN VIENNA REPORTED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 18 Jun 83 pp 1, 7 


[Text ] 


VIENNA, June 17 (UNI, 
PT1). 


Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
said here today tbat there was 
no ‘threat of any balkanization 
of India because of the agita- 
tions in different parts of the 
country. 

“We are stable, strong and 
united”, she assured internatio- 
nal journalists at a press confe- 
rence here. 

Even the regional parties 
which had come to power in 
sume of the States had made it 
clear that they were for a united 
India, she said, 

The Prime Minister reacted 
sharply to a correspondent term- 
Ing the agitation in Punjab as 
‘Sikhs’ agitation. It was not a 
Sikh’s agitation, but an agita- 
tion Jaunched by a particular 
political party — Akali Dal — 
after losing the elections to her 
party, she said. 

All the report about separa- 
tion from the country were 
‘highly exaggerated’, Mrs Gan- 
dhi said. The ‘Khalistan’ demand 
had no supporters within” the 
country and even the Akali Dal 
had dissociated itself from it 


The agitation was purely a 
political movement. The _rell- 
gious demands of the Akalis 


_— already been met, she add- 
ed. 


SAME FOREIGN POLICY 


Mrs Gandhi rehemently deniec 
that there was any change in 
India’s foreign policy in the wake 
of its improving relations with 
the United States. 


A correspondent had asked her 
whether because of its better re- 
lationship with the US now India 
would give up its dependence on 
the Soviet Umion for its military 
supplies. 

Mrs Gandhi said 'ndia was ne 
ver dependent on any country far 
its army. ‘We are not at all de 
pendent on the Soviet Union for 
arms or anything else. We buy 
what we need from those coun- 
tries which are willing to give us 
what we want and according to 
what we can afford. India had 
diversified its arms purchases.’ 


The Prime Minister also refut- 
ed the charge that several non 
aligned nations were dependent 
on the eastern bloc. In fact, it 
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was the Soviet Union which was 
siding with all newly emerged 
nations. 

Asked whether the Non-Aligned 
Movement and neutral countries 
could do anything to solve the Af. 
ghanistan problem, Mrs Gandhi 
said, ‘I don’t think.’ The Afghan 
Government had promised that 
the moment rebels stopped their 
activities, Soviet troops would be 
asked to withdraw. 

On Kampuchea. when a corres: 
pond.nt spoke about Vietnam 
being a threat, Mrs Gandhi snap- 


ped: ‘Vietnam is no threat’ to 
anybody. We have to see who is 
threatening their independence,’ 
Mrs Gandhi. said. 


Replying to another question, 
Mrs Gandhi said she had appris- 
ed the Austrian leaders of her 
discussion with PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat whom she had met last 
week in New Delhi. Unfortunate. 
ly now the attitude of some of 
the western countries had streng- 
thened the extremists among the 
Palestinians. T think many peo 
ple in Israel also are worried 
about what had happened during 
the recent days. The situation fs 
deteriorating very fast in the re. 
gion,’ Mrs Gandhi sald. 











Earlier, Austrian leaders at wide-ranging talks wi: . Mrs Gandhi astured her 
of all support to the initiative she takes as chai:person of the Non-Aligned 
Movement to bring about peace in all the tension spots and to usher in a new 
international economic order. 


Mrs Gandhi had long but separate meetings here with Federal Chancellor Fred 
Sinowatz and Federal President Kirchschlaeger on international and bilateral 
issues. 


Her meeting with the Chancellor was without any aides. 


India's relations with China and Pakistan, issues of Kampuchea, West Asia 
and Iran-Iraq war also came at the talks at which Mr Sinowatz gave a resume 
of the economic problems of Europe. 


Mr Sinowatz described economic relations with India as "good but not in 
accordance with India's importance." 


In the present year a joint Austrian-Indian commission will be formed with 
the object of providing additional impulses to mutual commercial relations. 


Mrs Gandhi's meeting with the leaders followed after Dr Hans Blix, Director 
General of the international Atomic Energy Agency and Dr A.R. Khane, director 
of the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation called on her at 
her hotel. 


Addressing the Indian community here she said there was an increase in 


tendency on the part of Indian newspapers to report what they considered as 
sensational news--quarrels and disasters and the like in the country. 
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GANDHI 18 JUN 'MAJOR' SPEECH IN ALPBACH REPORTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Jun 83 p 9 
[Article by L.K. Sharma] 


[Text] Alpbach (Austria), June 18--The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
said today that India and Western Europe must build upon their shared 
experience of friendship and co-operation in the face of strategic and 
ideological problems in this "period of crisis." 


Mrs Gandhi concluded her European tour with a major speech at a special 
"dialogue" on Indo-West European relations organised on an ambitious scale 
by Austria in this beautiful mountain resort. 


The six-day "dialogue congress" has been billed as a major exercise of an 
"inventory and analysis of mutual relations" by delegates representing all 
walks of life. The participants, many of whom are Indians, include eminent 
professors, businessmen, politicians, scientists and artistes. 


Besides the plenary meetings, five different forums on political, economic, 
cultural, social and historical aspects of Indo-West European relations will 
have their sessions at the congress whose objective is promotion of ties 
with India. 


Mrs Gandhi dealt with the relations in a historical perspective and envisaged 
a renewal of relationship between the two. India, she said, was prepared to 
work together for mobilising a collective will for peace since it believed 

in tolerance, not bigotry. It believed in affirmation, participation and 
involvement, not negotiation, withdrawal and self-imposed isolation. 


"Is Europe content with things as they are within Western Europe or on our 
globe,'' Mrs Gandhi asked and went on to answer it by saying that Europe was 
astir to assert its independen: voice. Mrs Gandhi wanted the delegates to 
examine how the relationship between India and Western Europe could be 
renewed and outline the dimensions of future exchanges. 


Mrs Gandhi posed before the delegates some more questions: "Does it help 
Western Europe to allow the gap between the rich and poor to widen? Does 
Europe not agree that the vast opportunities opening out to people demand 
a more concentrated and concerted response?" 
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Summing up the developments in the recent past, Mrs Gandhi said that in the 
last few years the restlessness of western youth had led them to rediscovery 
of India. 


Because of increased travel and better communications, a new interest in 
Indian philosophy, music and other arts and artefacts had been awakened. 


Provocative thinkers like J. Krishnamurti, musicians like Ravi Shankar and 
film-makers like Satyajit Ray, among others, formed bridges between the 
continents, she said. 


Over the last 30 years India and Western Europe had embarked on experiments 
and programmes of economic and technological co-operation. "The viability 
of our economy depends on growth and prosperity in Europe, and European 
employment levels are linked to our ability to absorb their products," Mrs 
Gandhi emphasised with a view to driving home the message that it was an 
interdependent world. 


Indologists' Role 


She paid tribute to the innumerable scholars through whose interest and 
meticulous work Indians had been able to discover the richness of their own 
tradition. "But for Europe, India would not have understood itself," she 
said. 


The admiration of West European Indologists for the sublimity of Indian 
thought and for India's achievements in various spheres helped to bolster 
self-confidence. 


"I have had the privilege of knowing Romain Rolland, Einstein and Andre 
Malraux who were amongst those who delved into Indian philosophy in search 
of serenity but also supported India's political aspirations." 


On the other hand, India's brilliant scientists like C.V. Raman, Bhabha, 
Chandrasekhar and Satyendra Bose made impressive contributions to world 
science. 


Even though Mrs Gandhi focussed on intense intellectual appreciation of 
India and its glorious heritage at the level of scholars, she also 
prefaced her address by saying that Western Europe was largely unaware of 
India. 


Mrs Gandhi at the Alpbach congress did not elaborate on this general lack 
of understanding of the contemporary Indian reality, but she could not 
have helped recalling the experience of her current tour in this context. 


At almost every press conference during this tour, she had to allay the 
western correspondents’ fears of imminent disintegration of India in the face 
of the Assam and Punjab agitations. 
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At one of the press conferences, she was also asked to clarify publicly 
that she was not a daughter of Mahatma Gandhi as believed by many in the 
European countries where the film "Gandhi" had kindled fresh interest in 
india. 


Mrs Gandhi, in her address, recalled India's active and mutually enriching 
dialogue with the other early civilisation--the Mesopotamian, the Egyptian, 
the Iranian and the Chinese. "Not only did cotton and teak, spices and 
peacocks and precious stones change hands, but a whole series of ideas and 
thought systems were shared." 


By Alexander's time, India's reputation for material and philosophical wealth 
was widespread in the Greek world. That was one of the attractions for the 
young Macedonian to come to India's plains, bringing philosophers in his 
camp, Mrs Gandhi said. 


The Vedic religion had produced works of the highest metaphysical reach. 
Before the beginning of the Christian era, notable works in metallurgy, medi- 
cine and statecraft had been composed. Panini had produced his grammar, 
hailed by modern linguistic philosophers as one of the triumphs of the human 
mind. 


Indian scientists and seers had the breadth of vision to have a fair measure 
of the magnitude of the universe, Mrs Gandhi said. ''The discovery of zero 
and the concept of number as infinity are near the heart of Indian thought." 


Western Interest 


Throughout history, numerous linguistic groups poured into India. They 
stayed to become Indians. The power of assimilation stood India in good 
stead in its encounter with Islam. Conquering warriors became Indian kings 
and Islamic holy men became Indian saints. 


How did India allow itself to be conquered by a handful of Europeans? 
Vasco-da-Gama had come to India before Babar. But it was the great Mughals 
who rose and ruled. However in the 18th century, Europe's colonising and 
conquering adventurism, which had found expression in the new world, turned 
eastwards. 


Coming to the generation of her grandfather, Motilal Nehru, Mrs Gandhi said 
many of the political stalwarts at that time were staunch nationalists. 
Still they were deeply influenced by western liberal thought and even life- 
styles. 


Numerous were the Indians, including Jawaharlal Nehru, who were educated in 
Europe and continued to take a lively interest in its affairs. 


This was reciprocated by many westerners, especially among the British who 
shared India's anguish and hopes. They showed a sympathetic understanding 
of India. 
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Revolutionary young Indians took refuge in European capitals where they 
or their friends founded organisations like Krishna Menon's India League 
in London. 


Mrs Gandhi recalled that she had the good fortune of growing up in a home 
where the best of India and Europe met--not only in the personalities of 
her family but in an endless stream of guests and wide circle of activists 
and thinkers with whom her family was in touch. 


CSO: 4600/1349 














GANDHI 28 JUN SPEECH TO LABORATORY HEADS REPORTED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 29 Jun 83 pl 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, June 28. 

The Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi. to- 
day called for a thorough look at the national 
laboratories and the on-going projects in them 
to find out whether they were functioning the 
way they should. 
= If any of them were found becoming an 
éver-incr burden. they should be closed 

Mrs. ni said addressing a con 
ference of Directors of Natiagal Laboratories 
under the auspices of the Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

Mrs. Gandhi spoke on the need’ for 
laboratories to create an environment for 
development of technology that would heip 
solve the numerous probiems of the country 
and for industrialists to imbibe the swadeshi 
spirit by using indigenous technology in pre- 
ference to imported technology. 

Technology must suit local needs and 
make an impact on the lives of ordinary citizens 
by better and more cost effective use of exist- 
ing materiats and methods of work, she said. 
This did not mean that the more sophisticated 

should be given up, but then this 


technology i 
. Must aiso find an important place in the pro 


grammes of national laboratories. 

She felt that technology should be viewed 
in the broadest sense. ranging from improved 
bullock-carts and efficient. home-made wind or 
other renewable energy pumps to vaccines 
which could be produced only by applying the 
highest reaches of immunology. 


Need for better coordination 


+ Referring to the working of the National 
taboratories, the Prime Minister said although 
things had improved. the research being done 
was still not properly coordinated. Duplication 
could be avoided and resources concentrated 
on areas of greatest need. 
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The recycling of waste material and the 
full use of by-products was one of the most 


Sfp and urgent tasks. She wanted the 
_WSIR and its existing infrastructure to be har- 


essed to national goals which had been iden- 
tifiad. These included coal, petroleum. renewa- 


ble sources of energy. defence equipment. 
forests. drugs and pesticides. 

She also voiced reservations about 
pesticides and weedicides because every now 
and then it was found from foreign journals that 
something which was and accepted 
had proved to be a health hazard. “| think we 
are prone to takiag the word of the companies 
which approach us rather than having some 
independent research on the likely fut 

Mrs. Gandhi noted that links between re- 
search institutes and their potential customers 
had improved but felt they must be strengt- 
hened further. 


Indigenous technology 


The Prime Minister said the technology 
policy statement referred to a preferential re 
gime of incentives for users of indigenously de- 
veloped technologies and for products and 
processes resulting from such uses through fi- 
scal and other measures to neutralise or reduce 
the disadvantage suffered by such products in 
comparison with imported products. or those 
based on imported technology and known 
Drand names. 

These incentives couid be in terms of 
licensing and other industrial approvais or fi- 
scai reliefs. 

There was need to create a climate for 
swadeshi in which industrial units wouid 
weicome and promote the use of indigenous 
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technology 9 preference to imported techno+ 
ogy. This in turn would new re 
search in national laboratories and within in- 
dustrial units themsetves. if research was 
successful. one could consider appropriate 
investment by the public sector itself. # others 
did not come forward. Such commitments in 
atomic energy and space research had 
achieved spectacular results. 


Mrs. Gandhi txpressed interest in the 
devetopment of technology in the rural areas. 
particularly to reduce the drudgery of rural 
women. [his was a large spectrum. covering 
ae, scale and cottage industries and 

special extension efforts to produc- 
tionise developments and propagate their use. 
Voluntary agencies should be associated in this 
work. The biogas programme needed to be ex- 
panded over larger areas. 

Urging the need to create an environment 
elopmem of technology which 
wouid help solve the country’s muitifarious pro- 
biems, the Prime Minister said the agricultural 
and industrial base and impressive scientific 
manpower constantly needed technological in- 
puts for further progress. If changes in pro- 
cedures for recruitment. management structure, 
etc.. were cailed for they should not hesitate. 
particularty to be able to use younger and 
creative scientists she feit. 

in this context she regretted that there was 
a feeling that science in India was becoming 
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somewhat of a ClOSEd SNOP anc Mere was re 
sistance when any person. who was abroad. 
wished to serve india. Such proposais were 
usually knocked down either by the Dureauc- 
racy or the screntists themsetves, she adced. 

Prof. S. Nurul Hasan. CSIR Vice-President 
assured Mrs. Gandhi that the Nationa! Laborat- 
ories would play a meaningful role in impiement- 
ing the technology policy statement. “We have 
had a hard look at the on-going research 
schemes in the laboratories so as to give a shift 
in the research policy. We are taking up re 
search in more significant areas 

Mr. Nurul Hasan referred to the secrecy 
clauses in the agreements entered into for the 
import of technology and said that they caused 
difficulties and continued to frustrate attemots 
at absorption and adaptation of imported 
technology. He suggested that at least in the 
case of public sectors. the legal agency import- 
ing the technology should be the Government 
of India so that there was no legal impediment 
in the shanng of essential information between 
the importing public sector enterprise and 
CSIR and other R and D agencies. 


Dr. G. S. Sidhu. Director-General of CSIR 
said that the technology policy statement had 
been examined in depth by the directors. He 
said that it was intended to develop technology 
forecasting mechanisms at the laboratory and 
CSIP leveis. 
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PRESS REACTS TO BARNES’ REMARKS ON KHALISTAN 
Delhi Council, CPI, MP's 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 17 Jun 83 pp l, 9 


[Text] The Delhi Metropolitan Council, in an hour-long discussion on 
Thursday strongly condemned US ambassador in India Harry S. Barnes for 
making a statement in which he equated the Khalistan demand with the 
freedom struggle in Puerto Rico. 


In vehement protests, both the treasury and opposition benches described 
the statement as a gross interference in the internal affairs of the 
country. 


Referring to the report in PATRIOT on Wednesday, the members demanded 
that the Ministry of External Affairs take note of the ambassador's state- 
ment and ask the US Government to recall its ambassador. 


The matter was raised by Congress-I member Babu Ram Solanki under Rule 230. 
Mr Solanki said that the matter was very serious. The Chief Executive 
Councillor Jag Parvesh Chandra immediately suggested that the House discuss 
the issue for an hour. 


Expressing his views, the Chief Executive Councillor said that it was most 
unfortunate that the American Ambassador had made such a statement that goes 
against the unity of India. Since the second world war, the Americans have 
been playing the game of destabilisation in many countries and a strong and 
stable India was not liked by them and other Western powers, he said. 


"How dare the American ambassador compare the Khalistan demand with Puerto 
Rico which is a colony in Latin America ruled by the Americans," asked Mr 
handra. "There is no link between them and the Americans culturally, he added. 


Assuring the House that under the present leadership nobody would be able to 
break the unity of India, Mr Chandra said that he would convey the feelings 
of the House to the Ministry of External Affairs for action. "Let the 
Americans take care of themselves and we will take care of ourselves," he 
added. 
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Among the members who spoke on the issue were Mr Rothas Singh Dabas (Lok Dal), 
Mr Jaspal Singh and Mr Arjun Dass (Cong-I), Mirza Siddiq Ali (Janata) and Mr 
Madan Lal Khurana and Dr Ram Lal Verma (BJP). 


While some of the members traded allegations and charged each other with being 
agents of Americans or those who had given rise to the Khalistan issue, most 
voiced their concern and emphasised the fact that India was one and it was 
only the agents of the Americans who were trying to destabilise the country. 


Mr Madan Lal Khurana said that the Government must not be lax on the issue 
but take stern measures against the Khalistanis. He also condemned foreign 
interference. 


Meanwhile, the Communist Party of India demanded that US Ambassador in India 
Harry G. Barnes should be expelled from the country for his anti-India role. 


The expulsion of Mr Barnes has been demanded through an editorial of the 
party's official organ Janyug, published from the Capital and edited by 
veteran CPI leader H.K. Vyas. 


The CPI has urged the Indian Government to seriously consider the US 
Ambassador's arguments to justify his Government's attempt to equate the 
'Khalistan' issue with the Indian Government's stand on Puerto Rico, which 
is engaged in a struggle for independence. 


The editorial said that Mr Barnes has violated the diplomatic ethics and 
has openly given himself to anti-India conspiracy. The Indian Government 
should immediately order him out of the country, it said, "even if it 
results in cancellation of forthcoming visit of US Secretary of State 
George Shultz to India." 


Balkanization Plan 

The ‘Khalistan’ demand, the editorial said, was not only a part of the 
imperialist conspiracy to balkanize India but to create separate States 
on Indo-Pakistan border to undermine the Indian security. 


Mr Barnes’ statement, added the editorial, was a clear proof that the US 
Administration was supporting the ‘Khalistan’ demand and was behind the 
present agitation. 


Earlier, US Ambassador at the UN Jean Kirkpatrick had issued a secret 
'balkanization plan’ for India and now Mr Barnes’ utterances make it clear 
that the US Government is taking active part for the division of India, 

it said. 


MP's Charge 


Four members of Parliament belonging to the ruling and opposition parties 
have also accused Mr Barnes of interfering in the internal affairs of this 
country. 

















The four MPs--Mr Eduardo Faleiro (Congress-1), Mrs Geeta Mukherjee (CPI), 


Prof Satyasa dhan Chakraborty (CPI-M) and Mr Safaq Hussain (DSP)--took excep- 
tion to Mr Barnes’ recent statement. 


In a statement, the MPs said the US Ambassador has been "indiscreet and 
guilty of a serious lapse inasmuch as his statement amounts to an inter- 
ference in the internal affairs of the country to which he is accredited." 


The MPs said Mr Barnes’ statement has created the impression that the US 


administration now puts its seal of approval for the support received from 
that country for the secessionist activity in Punjab. 


They urged the Centre to take serious note of Mr Barnes’ statement and take 


all precautions to frustrate the machinations of foreign powers aimed at 
Balkanization and destabilisation of this country. 


More CPI, Other Groups 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 18 Jun 83 p 1 








{Text ] 


US ambassador Harry S Barnes 
is understood to have called on 
the Foreign Office as the popu- 
iar Outrage against his equating 
the Khalistani extremists with 
the Puerto Rican freedom figh- 
ters gained momentum. 

Mr Barnes came to the For- 
eign ice on Thursday. There 
has ben no official] comment so 
far an statement he made in an 
interview on the eve of US Sec. 
reta*y of State George Shultz’s 
visit to India. 

The CPI central secretariat, 
in demanding that Mr Barnes be 
declared persona non grata for 
h:s flagrant violation of diploma- 
tic norms, pointed out that he 
had not made a chance remark. 

“It is an open and deliberate 
attempt to encourage the Khalis- 
tan protagonists who are already 
receiving financial and political 
aid from the US imperialists and 
the Zia regime in Pakistan to 
further intensify their separatist 
and disruptive activities’. This 
was part of the US plan to de 
stabilise governments in the 
Third World which do not ditto 


the US line and to balkanize 
India, the CPI said. 
DEMONSTRATIONS 

The party called on all units 
to organise demonstrations at 
the US missions in New Delhi 
and its offices elsewhere to pro- 
test against the interference in 
the affairs of India. 

All India Quami Ekta Commit- 
tee president Maulana Syed 
Asrarul Haqye, MP, in a state- 
ment said the US should recal! 
{ts ambassador from New Delhi 
to pave way for a better under- 
standing with India. 

The All India Peace and Soll- 
darity Organiaztion warned the 
people to beware of external 
forces who were interested in 
destabilising the country, and 
called on the Government to 
take appropriate action. 

All India Trade Union Cong- 
ress general secretary Indrajit 
Gupta, MP, also demanded that 
the Government of India declare 
Mr Barnes persona non grata for 
his “hostile and unfriendly 
statement in defiance of all dip- 
lomatic norms” against India. 
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In 2 statement, Mr Gupta cal- 
led upon the working Ciass to 
demand the recall of Mr Barnes. 

‘If there were doubts in any 
quarters about the US adminis- 
tration’s involvement with the 
secessionist Khalistan agitation. 
they have been dispelled” by Mr 
Barnes’ remark that he made on 
13 June to newsmen, Mr Gupta 
added. 

“The imperialist conspiracy of 
destabilisation must be firmly 
rebuffed by all patriotic sec- 
tions”, he stated. 

Mr Gupta said the reality of 
Puerto Rico's subjection to 
“Yankee imperialist slavery and 
exploitation” was a long stand- 
ing issue in the struggle of the 
Latin American people for com- 
plete independence. 


“To use this as an argument to 
justify US support. albeit clan- 
destine. for a handful of pro- 
Khalistani scitators located 
mostly in the US and the UK, is 
nothing but an insolent interfe- 
rence by Mr Barnes in the inter- 
nal affairs of India”, he observ- 
ed. 














Lok Dal Leader 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Jun 83 p 2 


[Text] New Delhi, June 20--The Lok Dal leader, Mr 
that the Prime Minister should ask the U.S. government to withdraw its 
ambassador, Mr Harry Barnes, from India. 


In reply to a question at his press conference here today, Mr Charan Singh 
that the Prime Minister should declare Mr Barnes as a persona non grata for 
his remarks equating and Khalistan demand with the demand for the independence 
of Puerto Rico. 


Mr Charan Singh said that he had told Mrs Indira Gandhi in October last that 
the U.S. administration was behind the Khalistan demand. 


Asked what her reaction was, Mr Charan Singh said: "she kept quiet." 


The Lok Dal leader made it clear that neither he nor any representative of his 
party would attend the June 30 meeting of opposition parties to discuss the 
Punjab situation. 


Mr Charan Singh said he did not consider Sikhs even as a separate community, 
to talk at least about accepting them as a nation. "Sikhs and Hindus are the 
same community,” he added. 


U.S. Attitude Revealed 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 17 Jun 83 p 2 


[Editorial ] 


[Text ] FAR from increasing Consortium credits to 
India, there has been a drop in real terms 

in the aid pledged at the recent Paris meeting. 
This year’s Paris meeting held as usual under 
World Bank auspices is significant in that + 
must be a rare gettogether where India’s West- 
ern aid givers have reduced the quantum of 
colcessional credits. Though the World Bank 
and the aid-giving governments spoke highly of 
India’s economic malagement it has not been 
possible for tne Consortium to sustain the assis- 
tance at last year’s level, let alone respond favour- 
ably to India’s requirement. The decline in aid 
reflects the US-led thinking that this country 
should get less of concessional credits from tne 
multilateral and official sources and depend 
more on loans on commercial terms, In part 
the drop reflects the attention the West is pay- 
ing to China’s claim to external assistance. 
After vaunting self-sufficiency and Self-reliance 
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for nearly 30 years, Beijing has taken the wraps 
off the Chinese economy to reveal] its deficiencies 
which had been kept concealed from the world 
and, presumably, the Chinese people by slogans 
and unverified claims of economic successes. 
The IDA’s depleted resources are now to be 
shared by China also, ang this low-interest 
source will have much less to spare for India 
than heretofore. 

The US, whose absence from the Ald-India 
Consortium until 1978 did not quite block the 
flow of official loans to India, is taking an Uun- 
helpful stand—now to suggest that India should 
“graduate” from concessional assistance to 
raising loans in the money market. The US, 
which has consistently refused to obey the UN 
recommendation that the industrialised countries 
should earmark at least 0.7% of their GNP as 
Official assistance to developing countries, is now 
the chief protagonist of the idea that India 
should get less and less of Official assistance. It 
nearly blocked the IMF loan and allowed this 
as a last minute political concession in anticipa- 
tion of pro-business liberalisation in the Indian 
economy. The change of Government in Bonn 
appears to have hardened the attitude to assis- 
tance for India. The right-wing CDU-FDP West 
German Government appears to be swallowing 
the Reagan line on Official aid. Japan, as usual, 
will juggle with figures and its commitment will 
not be clear for some time. The little bilateral 
aid America offers will be subjevied to so many 
qualifications that the Government of India will 
not know how to utilise it. 

Although over-dependence on external assist- 
ance entails grave danger for the recipients, 
the anti-aid American stand has nothing whatso- 
ever to do with those reservations. If, as Ame 
rican officials claim, Official assistance is justifi- 
able both in economic and politica] terms, from 
the Western view-point, then the illibera]l atti- 
tude they display towards India’s assistance 
claims can be explained only in politica] terms. 
By most economic criteria India qualifies for 
more, not less Official assistance from the 
Western countries which see assistance as con- 
ducive to political stability and preventing the 
spread of radicalism in developing nations. The 
Us administration disfavours aid to India be 
cause it dislikes the Government of India and its 
policies, domestic and foreign. Pakistan, by con- 
trast, receives, per capita at least four times as 
much Official assistance from the Western and 
Islamic sources as is given to India) The reason 
is simple. Pakistan’s domestic policies and 
alignment with the West in international] affairs 
qualify it for greater assistance, whereas India’s 
assertion of independence invites American 
chastisement. 
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PRESS REPORTS INSTALLATIONS OF NEW KASHMIR CABINET 
Eight-Man Team Sworn In 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 13 Jun 83 p l 


[Text] Srinagar, June 12--An eight-member council of ministers, headed by 
Dr Farooq Abdullah was sworn in by the governor of Jammu and Kashmir, 
Mr B.K. Nehru, at Raj Bhavan here today. 


Seven ministers are of cabinet rank and one is a minister of state. Of them, 
Mr G. Moluddin Shah, Mr I.N. Handoo and Mr Bodhraj Bali were members of the 
outgoing ministry. 


The chairman of the upper house, Hakim Habibullah and the speaker of the 
dissolved assembly, Mr A.R. Rather, figure in the nw cabinet. 


Mr Jagjivan Lal, a Harjan who had distinguished himself by getting elected 
from the unreserved constituency of Reasi, is the only minister of state. 
He and Mr Bali represent the Jammu region. 


The ministers of cabinet rank include Dr Farooq Abdullah, Mr G.M. Shah, Mr 


P.N. Handoo, Mr A.R. Rather, Mr Bodhraj Bali, Mr Hakim Habbullah and Mr 
Mohammad Shafi. 


Mr Shafi, who was a member of the late Sheikh's ministerial team was dropped 
by Dr Abdullah when he reconstituted the council] of ministers late last year. 


Ladakh is so far unrepresented as neither Munshi Habibullah, who was elected 
from Kargil, nor Mr .Soma Wangchuk, who lost the election, have been included. 
Both were members of the former council of ministers. 


Sikhs Unrepresented 


No member of the Sikh community has found a place in the cabinet even though 
Sant Harchand Singh Longowal, Akali leader of Punjab had given a call to the 
community in the state to vote for National Conference candidates. It is 
likely that the Sikhs might get representation when the cabinet is expanded 
later to represent other regions and communities. 
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Among those present at the swearing-in ceremony were Dr Karan Singh, former 
Union minister, Syed Mir Qasim, former chief minister, Mr Raju Patnaik, Janata 
Janata party leader, and a large number of invitees, including National 
Conference activists, many of whom had gate-crashed. 


There was a stampede after the function was over and the invitees had to leave 
without partaking of the refreshments as party activists made a bee line for 
the table. Even Mrs Farooq Abdullah had to remain standing under the shamiana 
for about five minutes till a seat was found for her. 


Dr Farooq Abdullah was hugged by Syed Mir Qasim and Mr Patnaik when he rose 
for the swearing-in ceremony. 


After taking the oath of office, he went to his mother sitting in the front 
row and was embraced by her. Official sources said today that the budget 
session would be called by the month-end. 


The notable absentees at the oath-taking ceremony were Mr G.M. Shah, former 
cabinet minister and brother-in-law of Dr Abdullah, Mr G.M. Kochak and 

Mr M.K. Tikoo, both former cabinet ministers. Even Mirwaiz Farooq, chairman 
of the Awami Action Committee, who had extended support to the Nationa: 
Conference in the elections, was conspicuous by his absence. 


UNI, PTI adds: The National Conference has improved its position in the 
Jammu region by winning eight assembly seats against seven in the last 
elections. 


The last two results declared on Sunday from the Poonch district were shared 
by the ruling party and the Congress. They claimed Mendhar and Surankot 
respectively. 


About 12 people were injured when police lathi-charged a Large number of 
Congress (I) supporters who had assembled outside a counting centre in the 
north Kashmir district headquarters of Baramulla where the counting of 
votes for the prestigious Pattan constituency was to be resumed on Sunday. 


Simla (PTI): The chief election commissioner, Mr R.K. Trivedi, said on 
Sunday that the Jammu and Kashmir chief electian officer has been directed 
not to include the name of the representative from the Doda constituency in 


the newly-constituted J and K assembly. 


Key Portfolios for Farooq 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 14 Jun 83 p l 


[Text] Srinagar, June 13--The allocation of portfolios of the Jammu and 
Kashmir council of ministers was announced today with the chief minister, 
Dr Farooq Abdullah, holding charge of the bulk of the departments, 
including home, tourism and industries. 








Though Mr Bodh Raj Bali has been designated minister for health and food, 
supplies and transport, a major competent of the health department relating 
to health education, including attached teaching hospitals, medical education 
services and the institute of medical sciences, will be looked after by Dr 
Abdullah. 


The medical education department is one of the most controversial ones and 
has repeatedly figured in writs in the supreme court where aggrieved 
students have challenged the mode of selection of students for the MBBS 
course. 


Cong. (1) Wins Pattan 


The only minister of state, Mr Jagjiwan Lal, will be attached to Mr Bali 
and will look after the food, supplies and transport departments. 


Mr Ghulam Mohinuddin Shah will be in charge of works, power and housing, 
Mr P.L. Handoo remains minister fir law and revenue. 


Mr A.R. Rather is designated minister for finance. In addition he will 
oversee Haj and Augqaf departments. 


Mr Hakim Habibullah is minister for agriculture and forests. Mr Mohammed 
Shafi is minister for education and social welfare. 


UNI adds: The Congress (I) tally in the Jammu and Kashmir elections 
mounted to 26 today when the party wrested the Pattan seat from the 
National Conference. 


The Shia leader, Moulvi Iftikhar Hussain Ansari, defeated the ruling party 
nominee, Mr Abdul Azia Parry, in a tough four-cornered contest. 


The Congress (1) has also bagged one seat each from the Shangas constituency 
in Anantnag district and the Buddhist-dominated Leh in far-flung Ladakh 
district. From Jammu province it has taken 23 seats. 
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ELECTION COMMISSION RULES ON KASHMIR RESULTS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Jun 83 p l 


[Text] New Delhi, June 22--The election commission today invalidated an 
assembly result in Jammu and Kashmir adding the constitutional issue of 

its overriding powers to the communal and political fall-out of the bitterly 
fought poll. 


This is the first time that the commission has invalidated anywhere the 
result pronounced by a returning officer. In J & K, the commission has been 
supervising polling since 1962. 


The secretary of the commission today sent by wireless a message to the 
chief secretary notifying repoll in parts of Doda constituency where the 
returning officer had declared elected the National Conference candidate. 


The Election Commission contends that the returning officer, Mr Sirajuddin, 
in defiance of its instructions declared the result. He had been asked to 
withhold the result after complaints of rigging and other malpractices were 
received by the commission's local observer and the district judge. 


Subsequently, the commission directed the Central observer for Jammu, Mr 
H.D. Bansal, to inquire into the circumstances in which the result was 
announced. The commission also obtained the advice of the attorney-general. 


The Central observer's report was received this morning and soon afterwards, 
the commission's secretary, Dr Bhalla, sent its message to the chief secre- 
tary on the repoll. 


The commission has also sought action against Mr Sirajuddin for defiance of 
its instructions for which he could be punished with fine and imprisonment. 


The state government has so far complied with the stand taken by the election 
commission. It has not notified the result of Doda constituency. It promptly 
offered the services of an alternative returning officer who, however, was 
objected to by a contestant saying that he was related to one of the candidates. 
Now the state government will depute another official. 
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The commission said: "After considering the report of the Central observer 
and other evidence available to it and the legal advice of the attorney- 
general, the election commission in exercise of the authority vested in it 
under section 138 of the Jammu and Kashmir constitution, read with sections 
68 and 76 of the Jammu and Kashmir Representation of the People Act, 195/7, 
and all other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby directs that the 
declaration of the result of election of the Doda assembly constituency 
made on June 7, 1983 by the returning officer of that constituency shall be 
treated as a nullity. 


"There shall be repoll in the areas covered by polling stations }]*sted in 
the annexure and the repoll shall be held on such date as may be decided 

by the commission--(a) after appointment of another returning officer under 
the law and (b) after the state government has satisfied the commission that 
all suitable and adequate arrangements have been made for the conduct of 
free, fair and peaceful poll. 


"Necessary legal action shall be initiated against Mr Sirajuddin who func- 
tioned as the returning officer at the relevant period for violating the 
law and defiance of the commission's authority. 


"Departmental action shall also be initiated against such other officials 
who are found to be a party to this act of defiance and dereliction of 


duty.” 


The annexure Lists 16 polling stations. 
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SOURCES QUOTED ON DESIRE FOR BARNES OUSTER 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 23 Jun 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


The growing demand for expul- 
sion of US Ambassador Harrv G 
Barnes is likely to gather further 
momentum with the disclosure tha? 
he is a top trained intelligence ope 
rative. 

Highly placed diplomatie sources 
here expressed the hope that the 
US administration will recall Am 
bassador Barnes from this coun- 
try before it is too late and not put 
the host Government in an embar. 
Tassing position. 

‘His effectiveness in India has 
been severely damaged by his bro 
vocative statement comparing Pw 
reto Rico's freedom movement 
with the secessionist demand for 
Khalistan.” these sources said. If 
the US administration {s interested 
{n imovroving relations with this 
country, it should remove Ambassa 
dor Barnes from the scene’. thev 
added 

The Government of Melia is hoo 
Ing that the US administration wiD 
not make it necessary for New 
Delhi to declare Ambassador Bar 
nes persona non-grata and demand 
a formal recall. 

Highly placed diplomatic seurces 
ecnfirmed on Wednesday that Am 
bassador Barnes is a ton intel. 
gence over2tor of the US State De 
partment. His name ficured on page 
48 of the book ‘Who is Who tn 
CIA’. The book has been compiled 
by Dr Julius Mader. Further in 
vestigation revealed though the 
title of the book refers to the CIA 
the entries made therein cover al? 
the intelllgenc agencies of the 
United States of America Mr Barnes 
works for the intellicence outfit of 
the US State Department which 
plans ‘political operations’ agains? 
targetted governments. 

According to informed sources, 
Harry G Barnes, who had his edu- 
cation tn Columbia University, was 
recrulted by the US State Depart 
ment intelligence set-up Immediate 


ly after he completed his army 
service in 1946, From the very beg- 
irming he was being groomed for 
major intelligence operations ip 
India. His fleld training began tn 
Bombay where he was posted un 
der the cover of Vice-Consul dur- 
ing 195153. He was given a one 
year specialised intelligence train 
ing at the school of intelligence a 
Cbevammeragan in the Federal Re 
public of Germany. His service re- 
cord shows that he was at that 
time getting ‘training {in the Rus 
sian language’ It is obvious that 
an obscure small town in West Ger 
many on the Austrian border Is 
not the most convenient place fo 
training in the Russian language 
sveciallv for some one supposed te 
be a dGivlomat, when there are 
many well-known institutes for the 
Rucean language in the US. 

He was sent to Moscow under 
the cover desicenation of ‘publica 
tion procurement officer’. On bts 
return, he received hicher troinm 
ine in esvionage at what Is des 
erfhed as the ‘National War Ca 
lege’. 

According to Informed dioloma 
tic sources, the US State Denart 
ment had. at one stage, derided to 
post Mr Roneld Srfers as US Am 
barsador to India. But the decision 
was chanced because the top brase 
in the State Denartment Intell 
gence set-un wanted their ‘man’ tn 
Nelhi Mr Barnes outmanoeuvred 
Mr Sniers, who was then posted to 
Pakistan. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Accerdins to these sources, Am 
hassador Barnes’ main assignment 
tn India is to implement the ‘Ope. 


ration Balkanisation’ blueprint enu3 
clated by Ms Jean Kirkpatric, whe 
is a confirmed top intelligence off 
cial 

It ig not the first time when the 
US administration has posted ao 
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intelligence agent as an ambass> 
dor for carrying out its plans of 
destabilisation. The Indonesian Gov- 
ernment had aftnodnced on 1 Feb 
cuary 1968 that it had documentary 
proofs that the then US Ambassa 
dor Allison had tried to organise 
a coup to ‘change the structure 
of the Indonesian Lepublic.’ Mr Aj 
ison was declared persona no‘ 
grata and was pecked off 1rom Ip- 
donesia. 

According to the Washington 
Post, ‘the United States once ste 
tioned almost as many spies over 
seas as diplomats.’ At one point of 
time, the Central Intelligence Ag 
enmy had 3,700 employees operating 
overseas under diplomatic or othet 
US officia] titles, the report said 

On Wednesday, the United 
States Information Service tried 
to explain away the Puerto Rico 
Khz-Jistan statement made by Am 
bassador Barnes and circulated 
extracts of a letter written on 
1 March this year by Secretary 
of State George Shultz to Minie. 
ter of External Affairs P V Nara- 
simha Rao. In this letter, Mr 
Shultz said that the (US) Admi- 
nistration is firmly committed to 
the united and territorial inte 
grity of India’. 

According to the USIS, the 
American Embassy has released 
Mr Shultz’s statement in view of 
‘certain misunderstanding arising 
from distorted reports of recent 
remarks by Ambassador Harry 
Barnes’, 

NO DISTORTION 

The USIS has not stated in 
what manner PTI, which circula- 
ted the report of the interview 
given by Ambassador Barnes, had 

orted’ his remarks. It has not 
been able to do so for the simple 
reason that there was no distor- 
tion. 

This is confirmed by the ‘official 
text’ of the interview circt'ated 
by the United States Information 
Service on 10 June. The ‘official 
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text’ was embargoed for release 
after 6 p.m 13 June 1983. The 
USIS press note. issued under the 
title ‘Prelude to Secretary of 
State George P Shultz’s visit’, 
describes the text as ‘the trans- 
cript of the interview’. 


On page 8 of this official text 
Ambassador Barnes made the 
observation: ‘There are people 
who come to India, for instance, 
who advocate a separate indepen- 
dent Puerto Rico. We as a coun- 
try think the people of Puerto 
Rico have had a chance to ex: 
press their opinion — we don’t 
go around complaining because 
some body happens to come to 
India from time to time and talk 
about Puerto Rico’. 


Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
made it amply clear the other day 
that the activities of self-styled 
Khalistani leader Jagjit Singh 
Chauhan in the US went beyond 
merely being allowed to  exer- 
cise freedom of expression. The 
base of the secessionist Khalistan 
movement is in the US, she 
added. 

During the interview, Ambassa- 
dor Barnes’ attention was drawn 
to the report that Jagjit Singh 
Chauhan was to give evidence be- 
fore a Senate agricultural commit- 
tee. Instead of dealing with this 
issue seriously the US Ambassa- 
dor treated the matter in a cava- 
lier fashio.. He said: Tt seems to 
me it ts hard!y ground to get 
terribly excited about. If he is no 
expert on agriculture, then why 
worry? (page 9 of the official] text 
issued by the USIS, New Delhi). 

Keynote: When Henry Kissinger 
visited India as Secretary of State 
he vehemently denied that there 
was any CIA operation in India. 


A senior Indian official remark- 
ed sarcastically, ‘Why? Are we 
so unimportant’. 

Kissinger went red in the face; 
he knew that every one knew he 


was lying. 








JANATA LEADER'S 26 JUN PRESS CONFERENCE REPORTED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Jun 83 p 9 


[Text ] 
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NEW DELHI, June 26. 

As a follow-up of his padayatra from 
Kanyakumari to New Delhi, the Janata Party 
President, Mr. Chandra Shekhar, has planned 
to set up a network of centres in the country to 

the problems of the people and 
mobilise efforts to get them solved. 

Mr. Chandra Shekhar told a press con- 
ference here today that the first centre would 
be set up on August 9 — the day Gandhiji gave 
the ‘Quit India’ call. 

centres would make the people con 
scious of their rights, coordinate their protest 
movements and heip bring about a socio 
economic transformation. 

The economic lot of the people in the 
countryside wes worsening day-by-day and 
their patience could no longer be tested by 
politicians. He warned against attempts to 
suppress dissent and genuine protest move- 
ments by dubbing them as “extremist actions. 

During his padayatra the people he met 
never enquired about how Parliament func- 
tioned and this indicated that Parliament had 
lost its relevance to the people. Parliamentary 
democracy had not become irrelevant but the 
way it was operated by the ruling party had 
made it irrelevant. It would become relevant 
the ruling party was responsive to thé people's 
problems raised in Parliament by the Opposi- 
tion parties. he said 

Mr. Chandra Shekhar feit that the Planning 
Commission should change the pian priorities 
in favour of the people's basic probierns. He 
— cooperate with the Government in this ef- 
ort 

During the padayatra As. 10 lakhs had 
been received by him through donations from 
the peopie. he sard. 
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Civil disobedience: Mr. Chandra Shekhar 
said h he was not in a position to give a 
call for civil disobedience he was convinced 
that the situation in parts of the country was 
such that the people were ready to give ex- 
pression to their sufferings (report PT] we UN) 

“Sometimes history decides in hours what 
cannot be decided in years”, he said. 

From now on he would devote less time to 
“routine politics”. When asked how his party 
would take this. he said he was not in politics 
on other's terms. “! am in it on my own terms 
which | have found by my experience. 

The question of whether he remained at 
the head of the party or not would be decided 
at the coming ag oe elections. 

“Gimmicks”: Chandra Shekhar de 
cried the projection agi caste and religious dif- 
ferences at the “highest level” and appealed to 
politicians to resist the temptation of using 
these “gimmicks for petty political gains 

Ta say something in Gauhati and the re- 
verse of it in Srinagar might help in achieving 
short-term party ends but this was the surest 
way of destroying society, he said 

Asked if he would respond i the Prime 
Minister, Mrs. indira Gandhi. invited him to jour 
her party. the Janata leader snapped: “We 
know eacn other too well i hope sne will not 
have the indignity of doing that. Nor shail ! de 
ary such inaignity to ner 

About Opposition unity, he said wher 
even on most vital issues these parties did not 
speak in one voice, the ‘ess said adout pro 
spects of their unity, the better 


The Punjab and Assam problems hac 
heen mishandled. coercion would not ve able 
to tackle them. He would go tc Punjab tomor 
row to appeal for peace and communal amity 
and also visit Assam next month. 
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PRESIDENT'S RULE DECLARED IN PONDICHERRY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Jun 83 p l 


[Text] New Delhi, June 24--Pondicherry was today brought under President's 
rule and its assembly dissolved following the collapse of the DMK-led 
coalition government. 


A decision to impose President's rule in the Union territory was taken by 
the cabinet earlier in the day after considering the report of the lt- 
governor. 


President's rule will remain in force for a period of six months. 


The President dissolved the legislative assembly after the report of the 
tieutenant-governor, Mr M.K.M. Chandy was approved by the Union cabinet. 


With this, the 4l-month-old DMK-Congress (I) coalition ministry headed by 
Mr D. Ramachandran came to an end. 


The lt-governor of Pondicherry, in his report of June 22, had recommended to 
the President that the assembly should be dissolved. 


After the ten-member Congress (1) withdrew its support to the DMK-led 
ministry, was reduced to a minority in the 30-member assembly. 


Mr Chandy, in his report, -aid the DMK either itself or with the support 

of others was not in a position to form a stable government. The chief 
minister's claim of a majority has not been supported by oral or documentary 
evidence from individuals as well as parties in the legislature,’ he added. 


The actual situation is far from the contention of the chief minister of 
having majority support in the assembly. The request by the chief minister 
for time to prove his strength on the floor of the house "seems to be a thinly 
disguised attempt" for indulging in horse trading. This may set in a chain 
reaction of defections and counter-defections and sequence of unhealthy 
events, the report added. 


The lt-governor added that the next largest single party in the legislature, 
the Congress (1), has not expressed any desire to be invited to form the 
government. 
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Therefore, "I may recommend to the President that resignations of three 
Congress (I) ministers may be accepted," Mr Chandy said. 


He has also stated that the situation in the Union territory is such that 
the administration cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions 
of the government of the Union Territories Act, 1963. Therefore, "recourse 
to section 51 of the act is immediately necessary." 


This section empowers the President to dissolve the assembly and appoint 
an administrator to discharge the day-to-day functions of the government on 
his behalf. 
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ANALYST FORESEES ‘EXTENSIVE’ CABINET RESHUFFLE 


Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Jun 83 p 9 


[Arcicle by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, June 9. 

There were some hints before the Prime 
Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, left yesterday on 
her five-nation tour of Europe. that she might 
go in for a Cabinet reshuffle after her return. 

But it is not clear whether she still intends 
to make some major c as contemplated 
earlier or confine the le to only some 
marginal adjustments with the induction of a 
few new faces 

According to some of her confidants, Mrs. 
Gandhi had almost made up her mind last 
month to reconstitute the Cabinet. but she put ft 
off after running into some difficulties over 
reallocation of some of the key portfolios 
involving a number of her senior colleagues. 
The exercise is still on, in the sense that some 
important administrative decisions relating to 
policy matters have been kept pending for the 
present 

if she goes through with ft. the proposed 
reshuffle might be | extensive since it 
would be the last one before the next parliam- 
— elections. Moreover. with hardly 18 
months left for the poll in the normal course 
she will have to make a serious effort from now 
on to improve the image of her Government 

At the political level. the party organisa- 
tion has to be reactivated and got ready to face 
the people with all the disadvantages of having 
been in power for five years and not lived up to 
its expectations. The pr reshuffie is part 
of this image-building effort to project the rul- 
ing party as the only viable choice with all its 
limitations. 

Thinking in inner circles: A certain amount 
of thinking has aire been done in the inner 
circles on how Mrs. and her advisers 
should proceed to select the party candidates 
the criteria to be applied for allotting the ticket. 


the procedures to be followed for fund collec 
tions. and the logistical requirements for the 
countrywide campaign 


assumption that will have to do something 
before it became too late. 
After the ess (D's eat in Andhra 


cautioning her against @t after the Congress (D 
ve @ better account of aself in the Deity 
tropolitan Council elections and the by elec- 

tions in a number of States 

Misleading 


reassure themselves that. despite the recent 
debacie in the South. the party ‘is still weil 
placed to give a better account of tself in the 
parliamentary elections The much postponed 
Cabinet operation at the Centre has got en 
meshed in ths image-Duilding exercise to an ex 
tent that the resiqnations of all the Central 
Ministers were called for after the Andhra and 
Karnataka setback and finally only some 
marginal changes made without serving any 
positive purpose 





t is still an open ion what exactly 
Mrs. Gandhi will do on return, but during ~ 


problem. The very talk of an ition line-up 
tends to rattle the Congress () and make the 
party feel a litte more insecure, although 
opponents are in no posit to mount 
serious challenge. 


ion 
The few old men left in the party with bet- 


by the bickerings within the ruling 

record of misrule in many States. are not 
unduly rattled by the Opposition talk of a un 
ited oe, See SS LS pene: Eee 
parties remains pretty low after the mess 
made of the Janata experiment. 

In this sense, the initiative for improving 
the Congress ® prospects in the time left for 
the parliamentary elections still rests with Mrs. 
Gandhi. if she can act boldly and with imagina- 
tion in shedding some of the dead-wood in her 
tearn, she can certainty make a better im- 
pression even with token improvements in the 
calibre and quelity of her Government. 
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OUP DEMANDS SOVEREIGNTY FOR NAGAS 


THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 12 Jun 83 p 7 


SHILLONG, June 11.—Mr Isak Swn, chairman of the 
National Socialist Councu of Nagaland, a rebel organization, 

as declared that his party stands for the “sovereign right 
of the Naga people over every inch of Nagaland and the 
dictatorship of the NSCN’’. The NSCN resurgence is signi- 
ficant in the context of reports about the resumption of the 
“China trafic’ and the return here of a rebel group, 
probably armed. 
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DSP PRESIDENT BAHUGUNA TALKS TO PRESS 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 20 Jun 83 p 8 


[Text ] 


AGRA, June 13.—Mr H. N. Bahu- 
= ae of the Democratic 
list Party, said here today that 
his party had joined hands with 
the Congress ‘S) and the Rashtriya 
Congress so that the three parties 
could work together on the basis 
of common values, programmes 
and unity of thought, reports PTL 
Addressing a Press conference 
he said this could also be a basis 
for united action with other Oppo 
sition parties. He said he had met 
Mr Charan Singh, leader of the Lok 
Dal. about four or five times, as 
well as Me Jagjivan Ram, and had 
ld them about his meetings witb 
each of them. 


He also intended meeting M>- 
Chandrasekhar when the latter 
completed his padayatra, ne said. 
adding that he was prepared to 
Bold talks with it <. wel, provid 
ed that oarty saw the “writing on 
the wall” after the Jammu and 
Kashmir poll. Mr Bahuzuna said as 


Dolled, which meant that if the 
ther partie: could come ‘together 
.deologicacy acd then in the elec 
tons, the eecton results would 
nave been diferent 


Mr Babucurs said taat it Tas 


since the latter term as not to be 
found in the Constitution. India 
sstead of being a umion of States, 
nad been turned into a country 
sith a Central Govermment and 
powerless States. be alleged. 

He added the rork of the Unton 
sovernment should be ‘irited %o 
joing research and dete.opment 
rork and leaving it to the States 


10 umpiement genera poucies. 
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LETTERS EXCHANGED BETWEEN HOME MINISTER, LONGOWAL 
Madras THE HINDU in English 22 Jun 83 p 9 


._Text] New Delhi, June 21--The following is the text of Mr P.C. Sethi's 
letter to Sant Longowal of June L5: 


in receipt of your letter dated June 11. You may recall that in your 
letter of June 2 you had asked that the issues for discussions be identified. 


As you are aware, the Prime Minister had made an announcement on the 
religious issues some time ago. A commission under the Chairmanship of 
fr Justice R.S. Sarkaria has also been set up. The various viewpoints 
pertaining to the relations between the Centre and the States can now be 
placed before it. In view of the above, I had referred only to the two 
( , namely, the distribution of Ravi/Bers waters between Punjab 
ind Haryana and the territorial disputes between these two States. A number 
»)f formulations have been put forth in respect of these matters on different 
sasions. As you will appreciate, solutions to these problems have to be 
nd he concurrence of the Government of Haryana and new formulations, 
if any, from your side have to be discussed with the representatives of that 
vernment also. We are prepared to arrange such discussions after knowing 
ir Suggestions on these matters and shall try to find a solution satisfac- 


ry to all parties. 





may point out that the Government was not trying to bring in any extraneous 
lement or being provocative while mentioning the reported misuse of holy 
places whose sanctity we all cherish and want to maintain. This issue was 
1ised earlier in our discussions. They are cause for anxiety to us and 
indeed in the public mind. They are crucial for establishing lasting peace 


nay add that it is unfortunate that immediately after sending your reply 
tion you should have given a call for "rail roko." This 
amnot but lead to tremendous inconvenience and needless suffering to inno- 
ent people. I do hope that you will still reconsider your stand. 


more reiterate my earlier invitation to you for further talk in Delhi 
ind request you to suggest dates that you may find convenient for the purpose. 


" L 4 3 . le Vous : 1 rly PC Serhi 
ailtn Kind rergar®r 4 -* urs Sins erely, - @' . etnl. 











The English translation of today's letter from Sant Longowal written in 
Gurmukhi is: 


Dear Shri Sethiji, 


I have carefully read the letter sent by you on June 15. After deep 
consideration of this letter, I have come to the conclusion that the Govern- 
ment is not serious about the constitutional, legal and clear-cut demands 

of the Akali Dal about the solution to the Punjab issue. The attitude of 
sacrificing the demands of justice and the overall interests of the country 
for the sake of personal and party interests is unfortunate for the country 
and for all of us. 


With regards, 


In the service of the Gur and the Panth, Sd./-Harchand Singh ‘Sant' Longowal. 
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OFFICIAL SAYS INDIA SHOULD CLAIM UNDERSEA WEALTH 
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CALCUTTA, June 22. 

india joined the Internationa’ Ciub for 
Exploration of Under-Sea Minerais as the 
Country $ first ever research vessei “Samudra 
Marthan” of the Geological Survey of india 
(GSD was commissioned by the Union Minister 
of State for Stee! and Mines. Mr. N. K. P. Salve. 
at the Man-Of-War jetty here today. 

Acquired at a cost of As. 5.70 crores and 
fitted with sophisticated. equipment. the vesse! 
sails for the Andaman Sea on Friday to start 
marine survey work 

Mr. Saive said india should establish its 
ams @iy enikiads Gaiakes te a 

the exclusive economic zone ep 
ore any international sea-bed author: 


equitable distribution of renewabie and non 
renewable resources of the ocean. which had 
been declared as “the common heritage of 
mankind.” 

Developed countries like the US. and the 
UK were already appropriat the sea 
wealth. and india could not go by default in the 
matter. he said 

The Centre. Mr. Saive said. had taken up a 
massive programme to exploit land-based ores 
and mineral resources. To supplement these ef- 
forts off-shore exploitation was imperative 
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HARYANA MINISTERS RESIGN, ARE DISMISSED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jun 83 pl 


[Text] New Delhi, June 28 (PTI)--Five Haryana ministers backed by Mr 
Lachhman Singh and Mr Phool Chand, who were sacked from the cabinet 
yesterday, have demanded removal of the chief minister, Mr Bhajan Lal, 
alleging that the image of the party has touched the lowest ebb in his 
regime. 


But Mr Chandulal Chandrakar, AICC (I) general secretary, in reply to 
newsmen's questions, ruled out any change of leadership in Haryana. 


He disapproved of the way the five ministers and a parliamentary secretary 
submitted their resignations, addressed to the state governor, to an aide 
of the Prime Minister this morning. 


Mr Chandrakar felt the ministers should have first apprised Mrs Gandhi 
of their grievances before taking this precipitate action. 


Mr Chandrakar also disapproved of the manner in which the news of the 
resignations had been leaked to the press. 


Asked if the resignation had sparked off a political crisis in Haryana, Mr 
Chandrakar said: "Not at all." 


He maintained that it was the ive of a chief minister to ask for the 
resignation of any of his cabir -leagues. 





Mr Chandrakar indicated that the party high command might talk to the 
ministers and listen to their grievances stating that they were all Congress- 
men and were not going to quit the party. 


Mr Chandrakar said that when Mr Bhajan Lal had gone to the United States for 
treatment, some dissidents had met the Central leaders and spoke of their 
grievances, but nothing was submitted in writing. 


Meanwhile, Mr Bhajan Lal is understood to have sought the leadership's 
permission before sacking two of his ministers. 
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Mr Lachhman Singh today charged Mr Bhajan Lal with misleading the part- 
leadership and obtaining permission to drop him and Mr Phool Chand. 


c.M. Unperturbed 


In Chandigarh, Mr Bhajan Lal declined to comment on the resignations of his 
ministers. He, however, justified the dismissal of the health minister, Mr 
Lacnhman Singh and the revenue minister, Mr Phool Chand stating that they 
had forfeited his confidence. 


Apparently unperturbed over the resignations, he hinted that four opposition 
MLAs had applied for admission into the Congress (1) and their cases were 
under active consideration. 


Barring Mr Harpal Singh and Mr Surinder Singh, the others who submitted 
their resignations today and Mr Lachhman Singh and Mr Phool Chand were 
rebel Congress (1) candidates in last year's elections. Later they had 
joined the Congress (I). 


Those who have resigned are Mr Harpal Singh (public works), Mr Surinder 
Singh (agriculture), Mr Govardan Das Chauhan (social welfare, scheduled 
castes and backward classes), Mrs Sharda Rani (development and panchayat), 
Mr A.C. Choudhary (local self-government) and Mr Amar Singh Dhanak (parlia- 
mentary affairs). 
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DELEGATE TO UNDP COUNCIL SCORES FUNCTIONING 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Jun 83 p 3 


Text | 


UNITED NATIONS, June 14 
(PTI) — The United Nations De 
velopment Programe (UNDP) has 
come in for some sharp criticism 
from India for ‘failing’ to come 
up to the expectations of deve 
loping countries. 


. 
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developing countries in the ability 
of the UNDP to fulfil its fuze 
tions was also shaken. 

Mr Oza said frequent sealing 
down of the programme levels, 


g 
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grammes and activities, but had 
created an atmosphere of uncer. 


dollars bad suffered due to suc 
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ing agency chasing trust funds 
and extra-budgetary activities in 
its anxiety to muster more funds 
to sustain its existing size and 
structure. 

He also ' ged the UNDP 
for taking cather narrow and 
restrictive view of its role in the 
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there was something more to it. 

‘We firmly believe that the 
UNDP already has sufficient au- 
thority and its Governing Coun 
cil can take rectificationary mea- 
sures which would go a long way 
in restoring the confidence of the 























MANY INDIANS REPORTED BEING HELD IN SRI LANKA 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 24 Jun 83 p 7 


[Text ] 
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Salve camp here 
for months, until the Indian au 
thorities can om citi" en- 


mt 
: he nt 
at the éstention’ cam callie’ our 
prompt a ~— ery effort - 
made, D rs 0 
our method of csloratdtns the 
Indian origin and nationality of a 
person, to expedite a decision in 


An Indian fisherman was arrest- 
ed by the Sri Lanka police at 
Talaimannar on February 6, 1963 
and prougtt to the detention camp 

March 7. When his relatives 
In India sent affidavits to the 
‘High Commission testifying that 
he is an Indian citizen, an officia) 


9h 


were also bitter that none of the 
High Commission officials visited 
them at the camp, unlike in the 
cases of detainees from other 
countries. 

Asked for a comment, the 
spokesman for the High Commis 
sion said: “Visits are made by 
officials of the High Commission 
to the camp with the cooperation 
of the — authorities whenever 
a specific complaint is received 
from the detainees “No complaint 
tegarding conditions at the camp 


‘ha. been m_4e to us any de 


tainee in recent months’. 

The detenus, who include 
ple who have overstayed their 
visa permits, however, ae they 
have no access to the High Com- 
mission officials because police 
Officers in charge of the camp are 
usually not cooperative. 

They also alleged that in some 
cases the emergency certificates 
forwarded to the camp authorities 
by the Indian High Commission 
had not been ha over to de 
tainees in time to catch the ferry 
back home. 

In February an Indian detainee, 
escaped from the camp but was 
later interce by petice and 
re-arrested. e detainees were 
algo - critical of the Department of 
{mmigration and Emigration which 
is in a of the =. “They 
call us Nathonies’ (filicit im- 
migrants) when they arrest us, 
but do nothing to expedite our 
repatriation or inquire into the 
in conditions under which 
we live at the ww < they . 
There are about detenus of 
Indian origin at the camp. 
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NATIONAL PLAN TO LINK RIVER SYSTEMS REVEALED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Jun 83 p 6 


[Text ] 





MADRAS, June 18 (UNI). 


NATIONAL perspective plan 

for the creation of optimum 
storages interlinking various river 
systems to provide multi-purpose 
benefits has been evolved by the 
Union ministry of irrigation, as 
part of the overall strategy for 
optimum utilisation of available 
water resources in the country. 

Ao official release here yesterday 
saad the plan had been found to be 
technically feasible and economically 
viable. 

The new plan envisages the crea- 
tion of a oumber of storage dams to 
conserve snd transfer waters to 
drought-prone and backward areas. It 
will also help minimise flood damage. 

The entire scheme is estimated to 
cost about Rs. $0,000 crores. It will 
give an additional benefit of irrigation 
by surface water of 25 million 
hectares, increased use of ground 


water in the million hectires and ge- 
neration of 40 million KW of hydro- 


power, 
The scheme bas two major compo- 

nents. The first is the development, of 

Himalayan rivers envésaging the 


construction of stor- 
age reservoirs on the 
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Ganga and the Brahmaputra and their 
tributaries, pesides interiinking canal 
systems, the release said. 

The release said the second com- 
ponent was the development of the 
peninsular rivers. It was planned to 
transfer surplus water of the Maha- 
nad; and the Godavari to the rivers 
deficit in water like the Krishna, 
Peanar and Cauvery. This would 
help irrigation in the drought-prone 
areas of Tami] Nadu, Andhra Pra- 
desh, Karnataka and Maharasbira, be- 
sides offering power generation and 
— to Orissa and Madhya Pia- 


Dams will be built in Kerala divert- 
ing a part of the wesi-flowing rivers 
in Kera'a to the east. This will pro- 
vide add tional irrigation and water 
supply to Kerala and prove to be a 
maec're petdeee aeVEHM HM HRO 
boon to the drought-prome areas of 
Tamil Nadu. : 

This and the recently concluded 
agreement between Andhra Pradesh 
and Tami! Nadu for sharing the 
Krishna waters will help solve the 
irrigation as well as drinking water 
problem in Tam! Nadu as weil as 
Andhra Pradesh, the relcase said. 














INDIA, YUGOSLAVIA TO DOUBLE TRADE TURNOVER 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Jun 83 p 7 


[Text ] 


BELGRADE, June 13 (UNI) ~ 
India and Yugoslavia have agreed 
to double the total turnover of 
bilateral trade in the next one 
year through increased industria! 
linkages, linked deals and joint 


participation in third countries. 


This was decided in the mini- 


sterial session of the Indo-Yugo- 
slav joint committee for econo 
mic cooperation, which met here 
today. 


The ministerial level meeting 
was attended by Commerce Min. 
ister V P Singh on the Indian 
side and Dr Rikard Stajner, mem. 
ber of the Federal Executive 
council of Yugoslavia. 

The protocol] was signed by 
the two leaders of the delega. 
tion who «are also the chairmen 
of the joint commision. 

Both sides felt that possibill- 
ties exist for finalising arrange- 
ments for supply of goods and 
commodities from India to Yugo 
slavia, and vice versa, on @ long 
term ang balariced basis. 


A proposal from the Yugoslav 
side for permitting commercia) 
banks of both sides to extend 
reciprocal lanes of credit was ac. 
cepted. Expert level delegations 
would visit Yugoslavia imme- 
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diately and al) outstanding prob 
lems relating to the Indo-Yugo- 
slavia shipping agreement and 
double taxation avoidance agrec- 
ment would be expeditiously re- 
solved. 


{t was decided that efforts 
would be made to encourage Dila- 
teral and reciproce!] trade in 
machine tools. Items which could 
be traded were pinpointed 9 and 
the large scc7e for participation 
in their countries was considered. 

{t was also decided that each 
side would nominate a _ nodal 
public sector agency which could 
meet and discuss specifics of 
joint participation in third coun 
tries. 

Both sides expressed satisfac- 
tlun at the renewal of the tri- 
partite agreement between India, 
Yugosiuvia and Egypt for an- 
other five years beginning 1 
April 1983. 

For strengthening industrial 
cooperation, 15 areas were iden 
tified which include cvoperation 
in the field of machine _ tools 
manufacture, dredging and purt 
construction, the steel sector, 
supply of power plants, consul- 
tancy in the ficld of industry, 
railways and clectronics. 
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OFFICIAL ADDRESSES INDIA AID CONSORTIUM MEETING 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Jun 83 pp 1, 9 


[Text] Paris, June 14--India's economic affairs secretary, Mr M. Narasimham, 
today warned the developed nations that if the right mix of concessional and 
non-concessional funds was not made available, India might have to reluctantly 
give up the strategy of adjustment which relied importantly on continuing a 
liberal trade regime with adequate means of financing. 


Speaking at the two-day meeting of Aid India Consortium here today, Mr 
Narasimham said it was an option India would willingly embrace, though it 
would cost the country dearly. However, it would be a sad reflection on 
the international response to the country's current difficulties, he said. 


He emphasised India's performance in respect of resource mobilisation and the 
pace of progress achieved in balance of payments adjustments. In spite of 
severe drought and the resultant fall in agricultural production and income 
and demand for industrial products, India was able to maintain price stabil- 
ity by the strength of its public distribution system and the policy of 
precautionary imports of foodgrains. Tighter control on non-productive 
expenditure and determined domestic resource management had also helped the 
country to maintain the tempo of development expenditure, he claimed. 


Mr Narasimham said that inflation was controlled to about 2.5 percent. What 
stood out in India's performance, he sgid, was the price stability achieved, 
depits strains, and the continuing improvement in the structural foundations 
for growth in the coming years. (as printed) 


Mr Narasimham also dwelt on the improved performance of the infrastructure 
sector, especially in power, railways and coal. He said the investment 
climate in the country remained buoyant. The government followed the 
policy of providing a strong stimulus to investment and production in the 
corporate sector. 


He listed a number of measures taken to liberalise industrial licences and to 
enable large industrial units to invest in nationally important schemes. 

He referred to the steps taken to encourage personal savings and investment. 
As a result of the improved investment climate in the country, the number of 
foreign technical collaborations had increased from 389 in 1981 to 590 in 1982. 
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The number of such collaborations during the first quarter of the current 
year stood at 176. 


Mr Narasimham referred to the World Bank report that praised India for being 
a pace-setter among developing countries in the area of petroleum pricing. 
It had contained demand, generated internal resources for the oil sector and 
provided surpluses for use in other sectors. 


He spoke about the massive deterioration in its terms of trade in 1979 
following the oil price increase and related development. This added an 
external financial burden on the economy to the extent of almost two percent 
of the GNP. He explained how, in spite of this handicap, the policy decision 
taken by the government had helped in sustaining a healthy economy. 


Mr Narasimham said the current account-deficit would decline gradually over 
the years and would be about one percent of the GNP in the next decades, for 
a poor country, with one of the lowest per capita income levels in the world, 
it represented an extraordinary demonstration of domestic effort. 


He referred to the low rate of concessional flow of aid to India which, 
he said, was much smaller than would be justified on any criteria of 
eligibility and requirements taking account of population, size and per 
capita income. 


He said it was essential that India's share of concessional flow in the 
total external financing requirements should at least be maintained, if not 
increased, in order to keep its debt saving within reasonable limits and a 
viable external payments position. 
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RECORD FOODGRAIN PRODUCTION REPORTED FOR RABI SEASON 
Madras THE HINDU in English 29 Jun 83 p 7 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, June 28. 

A record production of 58.2 million tonnes 
of rabi foodgrains has been achieved during 
1982-83, according to official sources. 

This exceeds the 54 million tonnes in the 
1981-82 rabi season by about eight per cent 
and this year's plan target by two lakh tonn?s. 


Production of wheat has broken all pre- 
vious records and touched a peak of 415 
million tonnes. This represents an increase of 
10 per cent in one year over the 37.8 million 
tonnes in 1981-82. 

The reports so far received : indicate 
substantial increase in the production of rabi 
oilseeds and pulses over the previous year. 


The loss caused drought. floods and 
cyclones during 1982-83 is estimated at about 
10 million tomnes of foodgrains during the 
kharif season. To make up this loss, a com- 
pensatory rabi campaign was launched in the 
States during 1982-83. A 16-point action pro 
gramme was chalked out and Central teams 
were sent to major rabi crop growing States to 
help farmers get adequate and ti supplies 
of critical inputs. Distributiqn of inputs recerved 
unprecedented thrust. These sustained 
measures helped to make good the loss in 
kharif production to the extent of about four 
million tonnes. 

The total fc ains production in 1962-83 
is estinisted at 126.6 million tonnes. This in- 
dicates a shortfall of 6.5 million tonnes, despite 
the severe dr conditions, compared to the 
loss of about 22 million tonnes during the pre- 
vious drought year in 1979-80. 

Official sources felt that this indicated not 

steady progress but also growing strength 

resilience of indian agriculture against 
adverse weather conditions. — Our Special 
Correspondent. 
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DETAILS OF TRADE PACT WITH PHILIPPINES GIVEN 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Jun 83 p 7 


[Text ] 


India and the Philippines have 
agreed to achieve a bilateral trade 
target of 100 aoe SL dollats 
by 1984-85, reports } 

This was decided at the firet 
meeting of the IndoPhilippines 
Joint Com which 
ed in Ma on Friday, acco 
ing to information available in 
Delhi. - 

Both sides dgreeif td cet up 2 
joint working group comprising 
five aon yl from 
India and Philippines te work 
out the modalities, quantitigs of 
goods and its value’ and other 
details pertaining te a long-term 


“i So will submit {ts 
report by 30 December 
this year. 


rods and bers, PVC resen 
copper 
and abaca pulp from the Philip 
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100 


uines and iron ore pellets, finish 
ed leather engineering equipment 


US dollars the previous year. 
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THIRD EXPEDITION TO ANTARCTICA IN PLANNING STAGE 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 24 Jun 83 p 5 


[Text } 





The third Indian expedition to 
Antarctica will leave for the icy 
continent in the last week of 
November. 

Disciosing this, Secretary for 
Ocean Development Dr 8S Z Qasim 
told UNI that the process of se 
lecting the leader of the team 
and its scientific and services 
components would be completed 
in a month. 

The third expedition would not 
only continue the experiments 
initiated by the first and second 
scientific teams but try to con- 
duct some new experiments in 
new disciplines _ relating to 
meteorology, geology,  glaciology. 
microbiology and medicine and 


further strengthen the logistics 


of the Indian station. 

The third expedition, India’s 
permanent manned station “Dak- 
shin Gangotri’ is planned to be 
set up by the end of 1964. 

Replying to * question, 
Dr Qasim said the issue off 
India’s signing the Antaretica 
treaty was being considered at 
the highest political level and a 
decision was likely to be taken 
in two months. 

This was a complex and dell- 
cate issue and the pros and cons 
of signing and not signing had 
to be gone into detail before ar 
riving at a decision. 
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} 


The Antarctics treaty, he sald, 
had been a closed club of a few 
developed countries so far while 
India considered the icy conti- 
nent ag the common heritage of 


its principled stand on sharing ot 
wealth of the continent. ~ 


‘Dr Qasim confirmed inat the 


expeditio 
The level of radio activity was 
not high enough to have any 
harmful effect ‘on Indian scien- 
tists proposed to stationed § af 
Dakshin Gangotri, he said. 


history of environmental and 
other changes of the region, Dr 
Qasim said successive layers of 
ice yield valuable information 
about weather changes, nuclear 
radiation, cosmie ray interaction 
and other happenings. 

Indian scientists had not so far 
dated the origin of radioactivity 
found in the ice samples. In al) 


101 


presented ip the services compo- 
nent of the forthcoming ex- 
pedition. The main task of 
the service’s representatives would 
be to provide air link communt 
cations and satellite contact and 
expand the two barracks put up 
by the last team. 

He said the permanent mar 
ned station would accommodate 15 
persons at a time. The scien 
tists and service per- 
sonnel would be _ rotated at re- 
gular intervals to provide polar 
experience to the maximum num 
ber of Indian experts. 

The effect of prolonged expo- 
sure of polar cold and environ 
ment was being studied. Mr Vin 
D Dhargalkar a marine biologist 
from the National Institute of 
Oceanography in Goa had been 
staying in the Australian camp on 
Antarctica since October 1962. 
After the Indian scientist returns 
in April 1984 his experiences and 
report on his prolonged stay 
would be evaluated, Dr Qasim 
said. 

So far India had been getting 
all the cooperation and help from 
the countries which had manned 
stations at the southernmost fro- 
zen tip of earth, he said. 

India was also sharing its find- 
ing in @ifferent fields with other 
countries, 
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ECONOMIC ADVISORY PANEL MAKES REPORT, RECOMMENDATIONS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Jun 83 pl 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


It is absolutely essential that 
to ensure operational autonomy 
of public enterprises by allowing 
the managements to develop and 
implement corporate programmes 
on their own within the plan 
profile but without interference 
from various extraneous sources, 
the report submitted to Mrs 
Gandm recently said. 


While public accountability 
had to be assured, it was better 
done by observing “certain basic 
guidelines than through detailed 
interventions,” the report said, 


The council, headed by Prof 
Sukhmoy Chakravarty, said pub 
lic enterprises must be allowed 
to mobilise more resources for 
development rather than serve 
indirectly as agents providing 


subsidies to the private economy. 
The council suggested that 
chief executives be appointed 
by a properly knowledgeable se- 
lection committee from amongst 
a set of professional managers 
in order that high standards of 
achievement might be ensured. 
“They should be given a spe 
cified tenure, which is long 
enough to ensure effective cor- 
porate management and plan 
ning,” the countil opined. “A 
clear example of the violations 
of “this principle that have been 
taking place is with regard to 
the appointment of the chainman 
of the Steel Authority of India 
which hag greatly affected its 
ability to carry out its mandate 
effectively,” the panel said. 
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_ The panel proposed to study 
the question of technology ge 
neration and import of techno. 
logy and the precise criteria the 
country need to follow when 
taking recourse to foreign cob 
laboration. 


“We are also initiating some 
studies on the base of corporate 
taxation,” the council said. 

The report, the first since the 
panel was constituted in Febru 
ary this year, has dealt with a 
gamut of subjects ranging from 
agriculture, 
vestment and resource mobilisa 
tion. 

Referring to financial cons 
traints, the report observed that 
while the balance of payments 
in 1983-84 looked manageable, 
“we are almost certain to run 
into very serious difficulties 
from mid-1980s onwards on ac- 
count of rising debt service ob 
ligations, unless we can reduce 
our dependence on imported 


.gources of energy by curtailing 


the current rate of growth of 
energy consumption, improve 
capacity utilisation significantly 
in steel, cement and fertilisers 
and increase substartially the 
domestic output of rice and 
Oilseeds besides greater success 
with export promotion than we 
have had so far.” 

The report said the question 
of export promotion had receiv- 
ed serious attention from the 
Government from time to tima 
but the results had not been 
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energy, public in port 


particularly encouraging. 

The report pointed out that 
while the management of the 
halance of payments had bees 
helped notably by the IMF lean, 
“the present trends would seem 
to suggest that we may be build 
ing up a major blem for the 
second half of 1980s, effect- 
ing particularly the formulation 
and implementation of the Se 
venth Plan, unless corrective 
measures are taken forthwith. 

Referring to agriculture, food 
and other related issues, the re 
said “it seems highly prob 
able that, in areas like _Bihar 
absentee landlordism and relat 
ed forms of oppressive tenancy 
are in no small measure res- 
ponsible for rice yields remain- 
ing so low compared to what 
can be achieved. This raises im- 
portant political issues and 
needs attention on that plane”. 

If small and marginal farmers 
could be organised in service 
cooperatives, where necessary 
by consolidating their holdings 
in. comiguous blocks of land, it 
should be possible to raise pro- 
ductivity levels substantially. 
Byt none ofthem would be easy 
to achieve without major ehan- 
ges in development administra. 
tion at the State level, the re. 
port said. 

Besides Prof. Chakravarty, the 
council includes Reserve Bank 
Governor Dr Manmohan Singh, 
Dr K N Raj, Dr AM Khusro 
and Dr Hanumantha Rao, mem- 
a of the Planning Commis 
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EGYPT SEEKS INDIAN AID IN BUILDING AGRICULTURE 


Madras THE HINDU in English 29 Jun 83 p 6 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI. June 28 

Egypt has sought India’s assistance in fts 
efforts to boost farm output ak ae 
was Mt during the recent vist of a tg 
tron of the Federation of indian Chambers of 
Commerce and industry (FICC) headed by Mr. 
RP. Goenka. 

According to the report of the delegation. 
Egypt wanted —_< of nigh yield varieties of 
seeds. tractors and farrn machinery and heip in 
land reclamation, livestock breeding and ex- 
tersion of irrigation facilities. 

The delegation felt that there was conside- 
rable scope for india to export not only these 
items but aiso fertilizer. insecticides. jute bags. 
automobile spares. readymade garments. cos- 
metics and detergents. medical and surgical 
equipment and technical and scientific books. 

Possibilities atso existed for jomnt industriel 
— between india and Egyptian entrepr- 

ann Tk ‘based industries and readymade 
Generali Organisation for industr- 
Sheaton (GOFD. an Egyptian Government 
agency. had identfied a wide range of in 
dustries where such joint ventures Could be set 
up in collaboration with Egyptian Government 
undertakings. 
According to the report. india had aopropr- 
late technology for setting up industries in the 
four free zones in Bye | Alexandria. 
Port Sard and Suez. Products that had potential 
markets in West Asian countres could be 
manufactured in the free zones. 

The Egyptian authorities had. however, ex- 
pressed the desire that india should increase its 
offtake of tems from Egypt. 

Adverse balance: indias exports to E 
in 1980-81 and 1981-82 were of the order 
85.94 crores and Rs 83.29 crores respectrvety. 
in the corresponding period. imports from 
Egypt amounted to As. 29.60 crores and As. 
2.62 crores Indias major exports to Egypt in 
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cluded ted. tobacco. spices. jute. textiles. ron 
and stee:. metai marmfactures. transport equip- 
ment and chemicais. imports from Egypt mainty 
comprised cotton. though in 1976 some crude 
was imported. Trade is now heavily weighted 
against Egypt because india is not importing 
cotton now 

Ti! 1976. India and Egypt were having 
bilateral trade arrangement for export of 
specified items up to a ceiling with payment in 
rupees. The trade was brought to free convert 
bie currency in 1977 A trade agreement. based 
on most favoured nation treatment. was signed 
in March 1978 Under the memorandum of 
undersianding signed this January. the two 
countries agreed to set up a joint design and 
engineering consultancy company for undertak- 
ing projects in Egypt and third countries. 


Panel to examine problems 
of soda ash industry 


NEW DELHI. June 28. 

The Centre hes set up a 17-mnember 
committee under the chawmanship of the 
Minister of State for Chemicals and Fertilizers. 
Mr. Rama Chandra Rath to go into the pro 
blems of the soda ash industry and recommend 
appropriate remedial measures. 

Tne committee has been formed following 
represertations recerved from the manufac- 
turers and consumers of soda ash on various 
aspects of the industry like capacity. produc- 
tion, imports. distribution and pricing 
Representatives of the manufacturers and con 
sumers of soda ash. ing dhobis will be on 
the panei The committee is expected to pre 
semt its report in three months. 

kh will examwne the indigenous demend. 
capacties licensed and approved the cor- 
Strats and the present leveis of indigenous 
production of soda ash — Our Special 
Correspondent. \ 
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CONTRACTS FOR IMPORT OF THAI RICE CONFIRMED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 24 Jun 83 p l 


[Text] New Delhi, June 23--The Food Ministry confirmed today that contracts 
for the import of 70,000 tons of rice had been concluded last week in Thai- 
land, the first purchase of the grain abroad in years. 


There is no official indication what the purpose of the imports is or whether 
further rice imports are to be made. 


It, however, is obvious that further purchases will be made to replenish the 
the depleting stocks since the present 70,000 tons are nominal and would be 
meaningless unless they were part of a larger plan. 


The present rice stocks are under 5 million tons and will not be replenished 
for internal production until the kharif procuremen. begins a few months after 
the monsoon. 


The Government is apparently preparing for all contingencies. 


In the past couple of years, grain imports have been resumed to replenish the 
stocks both for buffer and operational purposes but these have been limited 
to wheat. 


Part of the reason is the difficulty of buying rice because of its worldwide 
shortage. 


But conditions seemed to have changed this year. 


The monthly offtake of rice varies from 600,000 tons to 700,000 tons for the 
public distribution system. The imports from Thailand thus account for just 
10 percent of the monthly needs. 


To limit them to just this amount would make negligible differences to the 
rice stock position and gives rise to the belief that larger imports are to be 
made. 


Wheat imports last year were just under 5 million tons. About the same amount 
is expected to be imported this year, despite the good procurement in the 
current season which suggests that a total of over 8 million tons will have 
been bought by the State agencies by the time the season ends. 
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PLANNING MINISTER MEETS WITH ECONOMISTS" PANEL 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Jun 83 p 9 


[Text] 


NFW DELHI, June 27. 


‘HF Ur:on = planning minister, 
Mr. S B.> Chevan, today cail- 
ed upon top economists to suggest 
concrete steps to “protect plan re. 
sources in rea) terms” in the con- 
text of rising prices and to make 
tne fiscal s¥stem “more responsive 
to growth and price change.” 

Speswing at ine first meeung 
the ll-member panei of economisw 
se: up io advise the planning com- 
mission. Mr. Chavan said that ino 
financial terms, the sixth plan public 
sector outlay was expected to he 
higher than Rs. $7,500 crores ag in 
dicated m the plan document. 

In real terms, after adjustmen’s 
for the price rise, “the total re- 
sources for the plan have not come 
up to expectations im spite of add:- 
tiona] resource mobilisation by the 
Centre and the state being in excess 
of the figure originally visualised.’ 

Mr. Chavan said, “The balance of 
paymenis position eontinues to be dif- 
ficuit and we have to address our- 
s¢ives to the problem of resioring via- 
dility om external account as epeedi- 
ly as possible.” ' 


NORMAL MONSOON 


Reviewing the performance of the 
economy in the last years, Mr. 
Chavan said if the monsoon’ was 
normal this year and the next year, 
the overall growth rate for the sixth 
plan might not be very different 
from 5.2 per cent envisaged im the 
pian. 
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There had been significant gains over 
the pasi three vears. As a result of 
concerted and co-ordinated aciuor, 
the performance of the infrattructrre 
sector had shown a remarkable tm- 
provement. Tnere had been ingrsase 
in both agricultural and inodustrm! 
production. 

Mr. Chavan, however, conceded 
that there was need for special ef- 
forts to maximue agricultural pro- 
duction. It was encouraging that the 
loss of foodgrains in 1982-83 was esti- 
mated at only five to seven million 
tonnes against 22 million tonnes in 
the previous severe drought year of 
1979-80. 

He said particular attention wouid 
have to be paid to reduce the lag 
between the creauon and utilisation 
of irrigation potential, increasing :he 
yiclds in states where they were be- 
low the nationa! average end raising 
fertiliser conmsumpuon where it was 
quite low, p 

Mr. Chavan also stressed the need 
to improve dry-land farming with ap- 
propriate technologies and pracuces. 
Production of pulses and oilseeds, be 
felt, should be increased in view of 
the gap betacen the demand and 
suprir. 

He said there was marked improve- 
ment in the power sector since 1982- 
85 as a result cf measures to prevent 
siippages and bottlenecks. The pros 
pecis of oil development were far het- 
ter than at the time of the form:!.- 
tion of the sixth pian. Coal prodic- 
tion and movement of freight traf‘ic 
by the railways had deen showing 
suSiained improvement. 
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Noting that industrial production wm 
1952-83 was below the growth rats 
of &.6 per cen: im the previous year. 
Mr. Chavan said various steps had 
been taker to improve the sruanes. 
The overall imvesiment chmaie at 
presen: “1s quite favourable. ’ 

It seemed reasonable to count on a 
satisfactory growth rate in the re 
maining two years of the sixth plan. 
Trere was considerable underutilisa- 
tion of capacity in certain areas. it 
w2s necessary to improve production 
and producivi'y t increase the re- 
turms from imvesiments. Special at- 
tention wa2s necessary to ensure that 
the energy sector did not act as @ 
constraiNt on growth. 


He stressed the need for improving 
the organisational framework itor 
planning and managerial efficiency 
in the public and private sectors. 

The economis's present ar the 
meeting were Dr. I. Z. Bhatty. Dr. 
P. RR. Brahmananda, Dr. P. C. 
Goswami, Dr. P. C. Joshi, Dr. 
Wzheeduddin Khan, Dr. C. T. Kv 
rien, Dr. D. T Lakdawala, Prof. 
A. ©. Minocha, Prof. Baidvanath 
Mishra. Dr. D P’ Nanjundapns, 
Prof. K. A. Naavi, Dr. T. S. Pa- 
pola. Prof. G. Parthasarathy. Dr. L. 
G. Patel, Dr. A. Vaidyanathan, Dr. 
N. Rath and Dr. Pravin Vssarisa. 


Members of the planning comms 
sion — Prof. M. G. K Menon. Mr. 
Mohammed Fazal. Dr. C H_ Hanu- 
mantha Rao and Prof. A. M. Knusro 
— also participated. 

















ARMS ACT AMENDED TO PROVIDE HARSHER PENALTIES 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 23 Jun 83 pl 


[Text ] 


The President on Wednesday 
night promulgated an ordinance 
amending the provisions of the 
Arms Act to make them more 
stringent, reports PTI. ; 

The ordinance will come into 
operation with immediate effect. 

The ordinance prescribes mini- 
mum penalty of three years m- 
prisonment in the case of illegal 
manufacture and: sale of arms 
and ammunition and six months 
jail term for comparatively less 
serious offences. 


The ordinance also vests the 
courts with the discretion to 
award a sentence less than the 
minimum penalty of six months 
umprisonpment for adequate and 
special reason to be recorded in 
judgment. This has been done to 
protect bonafide licensees who 
may be guilty of procedural or 
technical violations. 

As regards the restriction on a 
number of firearms to be possess- 
ed by a licensee, a specific provi- 
sion has been made in the ordi- 
nance for exempting any person 
or class of persons either gene 
rally or in relations to such des 
cription of arms and ammunition 
as may be specified. 

This has been done taking into 
account the needs of proven 
sportsmen or competitors and col 
— of art pieces and antiqui- 

es 


With these modifications, the 
other amendments to the Anms 
Act 1959 as passed by the Rajya 
Sabha have been incorporated in 
the ordinance. 
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In addition the ordinance ¢con- 
tains two new provisions. The first 
one relates to prohibition of noti- 
fied arms in specified areas 

Under this provision, where the 
Government is satisfied that there 
is extensive disturbance to public 
Peace and tranquillity in an area 
and for the prevention of offences 
involving the use of arms in such 
area. it is necessary or expedient 
to do so, they may direct that 
every person having in his posses- 
sion in such area any arms of such 
descrivtion as may be specified. 
shall devosit the same for a period 
of 90 davs in the first instance 
which period can be extended by 
Government. 

A notifeation will be issued bv 
Government for this purpose and 
the rerind will commence not ear. 
lier than the fourth dav after the 
date of publication of the notifie. 
tion. 

Pwring the period of the noti*- 
cation. Government will have po- 
were of search and seizure. 

The second provision emvowers 
Government to notify certain areas 
dire-ting that durine the verind 
sverified no person shall carry anv 
arms of such deccription as may 
be snerifed through or in any 
Public nlare in such area, 

The period shall commence from 


a Gate not earlier than the fourth 


dav after the date of publication 
of the notification. 

Powers of search and setrure 
will also be available. - 

The penalty for violation of or- 
ders issued in the above two cases 
has been prescribed as minimum 
punishment of one year’s imprtson- 
ment and maximum punishment of 
five vears’ imprisonment. 
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The Rajya Sabng had alreafv 
Passed in September 1981 a Bill 
making certain amendments to the 
Arms Act. 

Before the Bill could be const- 
Gered by the Lok Sabha, Govern 
ment felt the need to look into 
the matter further in the light of 
develooments in various parts uf 
the country. 

The amendments as passed by 
the Rajya Sabha contain the follow- 
ing salient features:- 

(1) A limit of 3 weapons has 
been imposed on the number of 
fire-arms that a licensee can hold 

(2) A stipulation has been made 
that a person seeking to sell the 
fire arm to another person should 
intimate the district magistrate ot 
his intention to sell or transfer. If 
he does not hear from the autho 
tities within 45 days, he can pro 
teed with the sale. 

(3) The age of eligibility for fi- 
fence has been raised from 16 years 
to 21 years. 

(4) A prescription has been made 


that the licensing authority shail 
call for a report from the police 
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before disposing of an applicatioo 
for licence. 

(5) Whereas the origina] act pro 
vides for g punishment of three 
years’ imprisonment or fine or botb 
for certain offences. the amend- 
ment Bill has classified the offen 
ees and provided far higher maxi- 
mum penalty up to seven years’ im 
prisonment, 


This step according to  officia) 
sources, has been necessitated be 
eause of increasing incidents of 
crime involving the use of fire arms 
Apart from unlicensed fire arms, 
the involvement of licensed fire 
arms in crime has also been on the 
increase. 


After making a ‘critical’ review 
Of the provisions of the Arms Act 
1999. Government decided to make 
certain amendments to the Act to 
tichten-of the precedure for issue 
of licences and for keeping a close 
watch on the manufacture and sale 
of arms and to make the vunish 
ment for maior o*ences under the 
Act more deterrent. 
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BRIEFS 


NORTH KOREAN OUSTED--New Delhi, June 10--The First Secretary of the North 
Korean Embassy here, Mr Bong-nam Bang, has been told to leave the country 
on charges of smuggling, reports PT’. The North Korean Ambassador was 
called to the Ministry of External Affairs on Wednesday and asked to send 
the diplomat back. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 Jun 83 


p 1} 


CPI STATEMENT--New Delhi, June 11--The Communist Party o: India said here 
today that even before the Left Front Committee in West Bengal had met 

to review the recent panchayat elections, the politburo of the CPI(M) 

chose to come out publicly, attributing the Left Front's reverses to the 
allegedly "unrealistic" and "excessive claims" for seats by the other Left 
Front partners, namely the CPI, RSP and Forward Bloc. In a statement, the 
CPI said: "In our opinion, this is nothing but an attempt to divert 
attention from the fact that the CPI(M) itself has .ost nearly 3,500 gram 
panchaya seats, compared with 1978, while the RSP’s tally has declined by 
about 400 seats. The gainer has no doubt been the Congress (1) though in 
the State as a whole it has once again been decisively defeated by the 

Left Front. "We categorically repudiate the CPI(M) Politburo's motivated 
attempt to place the blame for Left Front disunity on the TSP, F.B. and 

the CPI. The main responsibility lies on the CPI(M) itself. Its high- 
handed sectarian and dominating attitude towards its partners in the matter 
of allocating seats made unity impossible. Consequently, the Congress (I) 
has been able to make substantial advances, especially in the North Benyal 
districts and the CPI(M) has been the biggest sufferer," the statement said. 
[Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 12 Jun 83 p 1] 


TWO-PARTY MERGER--New Delhi, June 11--A two-day session of the national 
executive of the Lok Dal presided over by Mr Charan Sing, today endorsed 
the move for the merger of the party with Mr Jagjivan Ram's Congress (J), 
but left the modalities to be worked out at a later stage. Ina resolution, 
the national executive said that the imperative need of the day was the 
complete unity both of the mind and heart of all elements of the democratic 
Opposition. The national executive would like to consider any proposal for 
cooperation among the Opposition parties. The party's general secretary, 
Mr Shyam Nandan Mishra said that the Lok Dal wished to move cautiously in 
this matter avoiding the pitfalls of the erstwhile Janata experiment. The 
national executive welcomed the Vijayawada conference and praised the 
initiative taken by Mr N.T. Rama Rao, Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh. 
[Text] [Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 12 Jun 83 p 1] 
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KASHMIR FINAL RESULTS--Srinagar, June 20--The budget session of the Jammu and 
Kashmir assembly will begin on July 7. The governor, Mr B.K. Nehru, issued 

a notification to this effect today. The governor has also appointed Mr G.M. 
Bhaderwahi as pro-tem speaker of the assembly. The governor will address a 
joint sitting of the legislature on July 11, according to an official notifi- 
cation. The following is the party position in the assembly after the last 
result was announced today: Total seats 76; Results declared 76; National 
Conference 47 (including disputed Doda seat); Congress (1) 26; Panthers 
Party 1; Peoples Conference 1; Independent 1. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 21 Jun 83 p 1] 


TIWARI'S ALGERIAN VISIT—-New Delhi, June 19 (PTI)--Mr Narayan Dutt Tiwari, 
Union industry minister, returned here today from Algeria after discussions 
with Algerian leaders during which several new projects for co-opera:ion 
were identified. The new sectors identified include chemicals, railways, 
industrial vehicles, turnkey plants in the medium scale sector, cement and 
textile machinery. During his week-long visit, Mr Tiwari held talks with 
the Algerian heavy industry minister, Mr Kasbi Merbah. Satisfaction was 
expressed by both sides on the excellent state of bilateral co-operation and 
the rich promise for the further diversification and expansion. The public 
sector Hindustan Machine Tools was identified as the lead organisation for 
some of the projects, specially in the machine-tool sector, in view of its 
successful completion of the water and gas meter factory at El Eulan. 
[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Jun 83 p 9] 





NONALIGNED MEDIA MEET--New Delhi, June 19 (UNI)--India will host the inter- 
national media conference of the non-aligned, Namedia, in New Delhi from 
September 14 to 17 this year. The national preparatory committee which met 
here today discussed the strategy and plan of Namedia. The conference aims 
at implementing the concept of the new world information and communication 
order put forth by the non-aligned movement and UNESCO. The director- 
general of UNESCO, Dr Mahtar Amadob M'bow is being invited to inaugurate the 
Namedia. Other invitees are Mr Sean McBridge who headed the UNESCO commission 
On communication problems, Mr Gunnar Garbo, head of the IPDC international 
programme for development of communication, Mr Mustapha Masmoudi of Tunisia 
and Mr Juan Somania of Mexico. Leading editors and print and electronic 
media representatives from the 101 non-aligned countries have also been 
invited. The idea for Namedia which gained emphasis after the recent NAM 
summit in New Delhi, places a special responsibility on India. A number of 
senior Indian editors, journalists and media specialists who attended today's 
meeting felt it was necessary to offer strong and wide support to the non- 
aligned movement. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jun 83 


p 9] 


EROSION IN TEZPUR--Tezpur, June 24--"Considerable" portions of several 
villages in this sub-division have been eroded by the Buroi, a tributary 
of the Brahmaputra, which poses a serious threat here because of a sudden 
change in its course, reports PTI. The affected villages are Panpar 
Miripathar and Purnaburighat in the Gamiri area, according to a resort 
received here. Widespread erosion was also reported from Rakhal Suti and 
Lalpukhri villages near Bedeti, where several people had to move to safe 
places. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Jun 83 p 12] 
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MESSAGE TO ANDROPOV--President Zail Singh on Friday sent a message of 
felicitation to Mr Y.V. Andropov on his election as the chairman of 

the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. Extending the felicitation to him on 
behalf of the Government and people of India and on his own behalf, the 
President expressed his confidence that under the leadership of Mr Andropov 
the bonds of friendship and co-operation between the two countries would be 
further strengthened. "Please accept my best wishes for the good health 
and success of the full term of the high responsibility for the welfare 

of Soviet people and for the cause of world peace," the message said. 

[Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 17 Jun 83 p 1] 





EXPORTS TO HUNGARY--Budapest, June 27 (PTI)--The value of India's exports 
to Hungary dropped from $30.8 million in 1981 to $19.7 million in 1982. 

On the other hand the figures for Indian imports from Hungary were $48.1 
million in 1981 and $46.1 million in 1982. The balance of trade over the 
past three years was tilted increasingly in favour of Hungary, with deficit 
on India’s account shooting up to $26.4 million. The trade deficit in 1981 
was $18 million and in 1980 about $9 million. India and Hungary switched 
over to trade in free foreign exchange in January 1978. However, Hungary's 
imports from India are less than one percent of its total imports from 
convertible currency areas. The growing trade deficit has been a matter 

of concern for India and it has been discussed at the meetings of the Indo- 
Hungarian joint commission for economic, scientific and technical co-opera- 
tion and the sessions of Indo-Hungarian joint business council. Indian 
trade officials here believe more inter-action between the Indian exporter 
and the Hungarian importer is necessary to improve che image of Indian 
goods. Participation in trade fairs such as the Budapest international 
spring fair (for capital goods) and the Budapest international autumn fair 
(for consumer goods) would also help, they feel. The trade fair authority 
of India took part in the spring fair last month. While the exact figures 
of the volume of business netted were not available, the exhibition director, 
Mr Mouskar, said the results were "encouraging." [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES 
OF INDIA in English 28 Jun 83 p 23] 


TRADE WITH AFGHANISTAN--Moscow, June 27 (PTI)--American sanctions against 
Afghanistan after the April revolution has led to a 50 percent increase in 
trade turnover between Afghanistan and India, according to "Sovetskaya 
Rossia."" The Moscow daily says all attempts to impose a blockade in 
Afghanistan had failed. It listed among these blockade attempts the reduc- 
tion of American machinery, equipment and transport technology, supplies 
to one-seventh the previous level and imports to less than one-ninth. 

The EEC used sanctions on food supplies and the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund suspended financial aid. [Text] [Bombay 

THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Jun 83 p 23] 


FILM DEPICTS GROWTH IN INDO-SOVIET TRADE--From an initial beginning of a 

Rs 1.3 crore turnover, the Indo-Soviet trade had steadily grown since 

1953-54 to reach the envisaged turnover of more than Rs 3500 crores in 

1983. This story of constant rise in trade and economic cooperation between 
India and the Soviet Union is portrayed in a documentary "Soviet Machines and 
Equipment in India," shown to newsmen at the Soviet Information Centre in 
Delhi on Monday. Deputy Trade Representative of the USSR in India V.G. 
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Mordasov told newsmen that the Soviet economic and technical assistance 
machines and equipment had played a pivotal role in turning India into one 

of the top 10 industrialised nations in the world. The documentary depicts 
this change through the public sector plants like Bhilai, Neyveli and Bokaro 
which Pandit Nehru once described as the "modern temples’ of Independent 
India. Farm implements and machines like harvestors combine, oil refineries, 
mining equipment, coal and life-saving drugs, all find a place in the docu- 
mentary to show how the country is moving towards self-reliance. Likewise 

in electronics and space as well as ocean technology, the cooperation between 
the two countries is brought out through the shots of Mrs Gandhi's visit to 
the Soviet Union, and earlier Pandit Nehru's and late Soviet President Leonid 
Brezhnev's visits. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Jun 83 p 10] 


GOODS TO ALGERIA--New Delhi, June 25--Farm products worth Rs 25 crores will 
be exported to Algeria during 1984, under an agreement concluded between 

the State Trading Corporation of India and its Algerian counterpart Onaco. 
The agreement was signed during the recent visit to Algeria of an Indian 
delegation led by the STC Chairman, Mr P.K. Das Gupta. The Algerian organi- 
sation has agreed in principle to purchase a number of agricultural products 
over a three-year period and indicated that during 1984 it will purchase 

Rs 25 crores worth of commodities. The products will include green tea, 
black tea, black pepper, turmeric, cummin seeds, dry ginger, and coffee 
beans. Both the STC and Onaco will meet during the last quarter of each 
year to discuss the quantities, prices and other commercial aspects for the 
supply of the products for che following year. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU 

in English 26 Jun 83 p 6] 


JUTE AGREEMENT SIGNED--United Nations, June 25--India has signed the Inter- 
national Agreement on Jute and Jute Products concluded in Geneva on 

October 1 last year. The agreement provides for the establishment of an 
international council for jute with headquarters in Dhaka. India's 
Permanent Representative to the U.N., Mr N. Krishnan, signed the agreement 
on Thursday at the U.N. headquarters where the agreement is open for 
signatures. India, which is the first major jute exporting country (with 
31.45 percent exports) to sign the agreement, has also expressed its consent 
to be bound by the agreement--a term for ratification of the agreement. 

The agreement will come into force when three exporting countries with a 
minimum net export of 85 percent and 20 importing countries with minimum net 
imports of 65 percent accept the agreement. The EEC and eight other coun- 
tries have also signed the agreement and notifieid their acceptance of the 
agreement. Bangladesh, a major exporting country with 56.66 percent of 
exports signed the agreement in February this year, but is yet to ratify it. 
PTI [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Jun 83 p 6] 


OPPOSITION PARTIES' PANEL--New Delhi, June 17--The Congress (S), the 
Democratic Socialist Party and the Rashtriya Congress set up a Coordination 
Committee here last night to unite with other "like-minded parties and 
groups" to avoid a split in the non-Congress (I) vote in the coming elec- 
tions. The DSP President, Mr H.N. Bahuguna is the convener of the Committee 
which would, among other things, try to field common candidates against the 
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Congress (I). The decision to form the Committee was taken at a meeting of 
the Presidents of the three parties--Mr Bahuguna, Mr Sharad Pawar (Congress S) 
and Mr Ratubhani Adani (Rashtriya Congress). They also set up joint panels 

to prepare a programme to form the basis of their combined functioning. 
Another major decision taken was that the Congress (S) and the DSP would func- 
tion under the banner of the Rashtriya Congress in Gujarat. The three party 
presidents decided to take an immediate initiative on a series of major 

issues including Centre-State relations and national integration. The 
Committee will have its next meeting here on June 29. [Text] [Madras 

THE HINDU in English 18 Jun 83 p 9] 


RECORD WHEAT OUTPUT--New Delhi, June 14--With the production of 41.5 million 
tonnes of wheat this year, the country has broken all previous records of 
wheat output. In spite of the severe drought of 1982 and untimely rains 

in April and May, a record production has been achieved, says an official 
release. This is for the first time that wheat production in the country 
has crossed the 40-million mark in tonnage. The country produced in 

1950-51 only 6.5 million tonnes. Last year's was also a record production 
of 37.8 million tonnes. Thus, this year, there has been about 10 percent 
increase in wheat production over the record production of last year. Teams 
of officers were sent to the States from the Department of Agriculture for 
ensuring timely availability of electricity, irrigation water, weedicide, 
seeds and fertilizers on a compensatory rabi production drive to offset as 
far as possible any damage to kharif due to drought.--PTI [Text] [Madras 


THE HINDU in English 15 Jun 83 p 16] 


COASTAL WATER POLLUTION--The Bharat Petroleum Refinery in Bombay has been 
found polluting the coastal waters, threatening fishing and contact water 
recreation around there, reports UNI. The Central Board for the Prevention 
and Control of Water Pollution (CBPCWP) after a survey of the refinery's 
waste water discharge into the sea, has directed that the refinery should 
either reduce its waste discharge volume or arrange for better methods of 
waste water treatment. The Bombay refinery processes about 13,500 tonnes 

of crude a day discharging about 243,260 kilolitre waste water into the 
Arabian Sea. This is rather high for a refinery as it does not recirculate 
the cooling water. The board also noted that the Bombay refinery has 
arrangements only for recovery of oil and grease from the waste water and 

in the absence of a comprehensive waste water treatment system the effluents 
discuarges to the sea may be containing toxic materials above the prescribed 
safety levels. The board has also advised that unless the volume of waste 
water discharge is brought down through recirculation of cooling waters, it 
would be costly for the refinery to meet the safety standards of waste water 
discharge set by it (the board) recently. [Text} [New Delhi PATRIOT in 
English 20 Jun 83 p 5] 


NO SHIFT IN ARMS POLICY--The basis of certain recent newspaper reports 
suggesting a shift in India's arms procurement policy has been questioned 
by informed defence study circles in New Delhi, reports PTI. The reports 
which appeared on the eve of Defence Minister R. Venkataraman's 
departure for Moscow on Tuesday, claimed that India has given up the 
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practice of licence-production and is instead seeking cooperation with the 
supplier--in this case, the USSR--in high technology defence research. 

The defence analysis say that for three important reasons such a shift is 
unlikely. First, collaboration in research on militarily sensitive areas 
of technology require a "very high degree" of political understanding 
between the parties as in the case of Sino-Soviet collaboration in the 
early 1950s. Secondly, both parties should be willing to part with their 
secret security procedures and convince each other that the technology- 
sharing would not compromise their respective interests. Lastly, such 
close defence collaboration with the socialist bloc might inhibit transfer 
of dual-purpose technologies such as computer technology, to India from the 
West. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 24 Jun 83 p 5] 


BRUSSELS KHALISTAN OFFICE--Islamabad, June 23 (PTI)--The separatist Khalistan 
movement has set up a Evropean office in Brussels to enlist political support 
and obtain monetary assistance from the European Economic Community, a 
Pakistani newspaper reported. The self-styled "president" of Khalistan, Dr 
Jagjit Singh Chauhan, was quoted by rightwing Urdu daily Nawa-i-Waqt as 
saying that the establishment of the European office proved wrong. Prime 
Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi's claim that the Khalistan movement was based only 
in the United States. The newspaper said Dr Chauhan told its correspondent 
in an interview that they were spread all over the world and would not rest 
until they had achieved independence for the ‘Sikh nation.” A lawyer, 

Mr Jaswinder Singh Gill had been appointed chief of the Brussels office of 
the so-called "Republic of Khalistan," he said. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English 24 Jun 83 p 7] 
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SRI LANKA 


FUTURE MP'S TO DISAVOW SEPARATISM 
Colombo SUN in English 7 Jul 83 pl 
[Article by Kenneth Amerasekera] 


[Text] All new members of Parliament will be required to swear on oath 
that they will not ask for a separate state. 


Prime Minister Ranasinghe Premadasa will shortly move in Parliament amend- 
ments to the Constitution to make provisions for this, 'SUN' reliably learns. 


These amendments, according to informed sources, will require new MPs to 
submit affidavits swearing allegiance to the Democratic Socialist Republic 
of Sri Lanka and affirming that they would not seek a separate state. 


The Constitution will require that the affidavit be forwarded to the 
Commissioner of Elections when a person is named as a candidate to contest a 
seat or when he is nominated. It is thereafter that the MP will make him or 
herself eligible to be sworn in by the Speaker or to take the seat in 
Parliament. 


These new constitutional provisions will not apply to MPs of the present 
Parliament. However, if any present member resigns before the expiry of his 
term, he will be required to submit the affidavit. Violation of this provi- 
sion will lead to the MP concerned losing his civic rights. 


TULF MPs claim that the mandate they received from their respective electorates 
terminates on July 21--six years from the last general elections. 


Already Chavakachcheri MP V.N. Navaratnam has announced his decision to vacate 
his seat and possibly re-contest it an an ensuing by-election. 


Some extremist elements within the TULF membership are pressurising their 
members of Parliament to resign their seats. 


CSO: 4600/767 END 
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